
 

County Leaders’ 2010-2012 Letters Supporting the Administration’s Actions  

to Restore Clean Water Protections for the Nation’s Waters 

 

From December 2010 through early 2012, scores of county leaders from across the country have 

called upon the Obama Administration to restore longstanding Clean Water Act protections for 

America’s wetlands, lakes, and streams.   

 

Below are the core messages county leaders sent the Adminstration in their 2010-2011 letters to 

the Council on Environmental Quality, their July 2011 guidance comments to the Environmental 

Protection Agency and the Corps of Engineers, and their Winter 2012 letters to President Obama. 

The leaders’ call for clean water protections is followed by the names of the 114 county 

commissioners supporting the clean water guidance and rulemaking in one or more of these 

letters:  

 

As county officials, we are on the front lines in protecting the health, safety, and welfare of 

our citizens.  We see first-hand the importance of protecting clean water and healthy 

watersheds to ensure clean and safe drinking water supplies and outdoor recreation, and to 

protect bridges, roads, hospitals, treatment plants, and other critical infrastructure.  

 

We understand the central role the 1972 Clean Water Act has played in maintaining and 

restoring clean water and healthy watersheds.  We also understand that essential to the 

Act’s success is the fact that, for nearly 30 years, virtually all natural surface waters were 

recognized as “waters of the United States” and protected from pollution and destruction.   

 

We now understand that the effectiveness of the Act is threatened by Supreme Court 

decisions in 2001 (SWANCC v. Army Corps of Engineers) and 2006 (Rapanos v. United 

States) and subsequent agency guidance that have removed or jeopardized Clean Water 

Act protections for over 20 million wetland acres and an estimated 59% of the stream miles 

on which our communities depend.  In addition, these decisions and agency actions have 

added uncertainty, cost, and delay to the Clean Water Act permitting process, and 

otherwise undermined the ability of the federal government and the states to protect 

intermittent streams and so-called isolated wetlands, placing many wetlands and streams at 

risk of pollution and destruction.  For these reasons, we support restoring the protections 

of the Clean Water Act to their status prior to the SWANCC decision. Given the failure of 

Congress to do so, we urge the Administration to initiate a rulemaking process to address 

this issue.   

 

Counties across the nation are facing increased flooding, surface water pollution, toxic 

blue-green algae outbreaks, and other problems caused by the lack of Clean Water Act 

enforcement.  Clean and safe drinking water supplies are a particular concern for us.  

 

We write to urge you to act quickly to clarify and restore critical Clean Water Act 

protections to America’s waterways by finalizing guidelines developed by the 

Environmental Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers and conducting a 

rulemaking in 2012 to secure these protections for the long-term.  

 



 

Sincerely, 

 

Angenie McCleary 
Blaine County, Idaho 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Angie Homola 
Island County, Washington 

District 2 

 

Ann Mallek 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Annabelle Jaramillo 
Benton County, Oregon 

Vice Chairman of the Board 

 

Barbara Kondylis 
Solano County, California 

District 1 

 

Barbara Vedder 
Dane County, Wisconsin 

District 2 

 

Barry Jacobs 
Orange County, California 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Becky Heron 
Durham County, North Carolina 

Vice Chairman of the Board 

 

Ben Meyer 
Door County, Wisconsin 

District 7 

 

Ben Pearlman 
Boulder County, Colorado 

Board Member 

 

Bill Carey 
Missoula County, Montana 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Bill Hall 
Lincoln County, Oregon 

Bracken Burns 
Washington County, Pennsylvania 

 

Brett Hulsey 
Dane County, Wisconsin 

District 4 

 

Chris Giunchigliani 
Clark County, Nevada 

District E 

 

Christopher Dumler 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Scottsville District 

 

Christopher Zimmerman 
Arlington County, Virginia 

Board Member 

 

Chuck Erickson 
Dane County, Wisconsin 

District 13 

 

Cindy Domenico 
Boulder County, Colorado 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Cletus Fountaine 
Door County, Wisconsin 

District 1 

 

Dale Holness 
Broward County, Florida 

District 9 

 

Dan Hamburg 
Mendocino County, California 

District 5 

 

Dave Somers 
Snohomish County, Washington 

District 5 

 

David Conley 
Douglas County, Wisconsin 

Board Member 



 

 

David Sullivan 
Jefferson County, Washington 

District 2 

 

Deb Gardner 
Boulder County, Colorado 

Board Member 

 

Deborah Kafoury 
Multonomah County, Oregon 

District 1 

 

Denise Rushing 
Lake County, California 

District 3 

 

Dennis Rooker 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Board Member 

 

Dick Schouten 
Washington County, Oregon 

District 1 

 

Donna Massey 
Little Rock County, Arkansas 

District 6 

 

Duaine Stillman 
Calumet County, Wisconsin 

District 4 

 

Edward Peterson 
Johnson County, Wisconsin 

District 1 

 

Elle Cochran 
Maui County, Hawai’i 

West District 

 

Forrest Whitman 
Gilpin County, Colorado 

District 3 

 

Frank Jewell 
St. Louis County, Minnesota 

District 1 

 

George Newman 
Pitkin County, Colorado 

District 5 

 

Hap Channell 
Gunnison County, Colorado 

District 2 

 

Howard "Howie" Rosenfeld 
San Juan County, Washington 

District 3 

 

Hugh Mulliken 
Door County, Wisconsin 

District 19 

 

Jack Hatfield 
Pitkin County, Colorado 

District 4 

 

Jani Iwamoto 
Salt Lake County, Utah 

District 4 

 

Jean Curtiss 
Missoula County, Montana 

Board Member 

 

Jeanne Nicholson 
Gilpin County, Colorado 

Board Member 

 

Jeff Cogen 
Multnomah County, Oregon 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Jim Bradley 
Salt Lake County, Utah 

At Large C 

 

Jim Johnson 
Hardin County, Iowa 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Jim Manning 
Richland County, South Carolina 

District 8 



 

 

Jim Starr 
Gunnison County, Colorado 

District 3 

 

Joan Flynn 
Macomb County, Michigan 

District 6  

 

Joan Patricia Murphy 
Cook County, Illinois 

District 6 

 

John Austin 
Jefferson County, Washington 

District 3 

 

Judy Shiprack 
Multnomah County, Washington 

District 3 

 

Julia Patterson 
King County, Washington 

District 5 

 

Kathryn McKenzie 
Douglas County, Washington 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Keith Carson 
Alameda County, California 

District 5 

 

Kendall Smith 
Mendocino County, California 

District 4 

 

Kristin Jacobs 
Broward County, Florida 

District 2 

 

Larry Gossett 
King County, Washington 

District 2 

 

Larry Phillips 
King County, Washington 

District 4 

 

Larry Suffredin 
Cook County, Illinois 

District 13 

 

Lawrence Schoen 
Blaine County, Idaho 

District 1 

 

Lee Stetson 
Mariposa County, California 

District 1 

 

Linda Modrell 
Benton County, Oregon 

Board Member 

 

Linda Parks 
Ventura County, California 

District 2 

 

Loretta Smith 
Multnomah County, Washington 

District 2 

 

Manuel Ruiz 
Santa Cruz County, California 

District 1 

 

Marcia Gershenson 
Oakland County, Michigan 

District 17 

 

Martin Rogowsky 
Westchester County, New York 

District 6 

 

Merita Callaway 
Calaveras County, California 

District 3 

 

Michael Owsley 
Pitkin County, Colorado 

Board Member 

 

Michele Landquist 
Missoula County, Montana 

Board Member 



 

 

Nancy Sorrells 
Augusta County, Virginia 

District 7 

 

Neal Coonerty 
Santa Cruz County, California 

District 3 

 

Pam Slater-Price 
San Diego County, California 

District 3 

 

Pat Carey 
Lake County, Illinois 

District 11 

 

Pat Noonan 
Arapahoe County, Colorado 

District 4 

 

Patrick Miles 
Dane County, Wisconsin 

District 34 

 

Paula Swenson 
Gunnison County, Colorado 

District 1 

 

Pete McKay 
Silverton County, Colorado 

Board Member 

 

Pete Sorenson 
Lane County, Oregon 

District 3 

 

Peter McLaughlin 
Hennepin County, Minnesota 

District 4 

 

Phil Chamberland 
Gunnison County, Colorado 

District 3 

 

Phil Johnson 
Jefferson County, Washington 

District 1 

 

Rachel Richards 
Pitkin County, Colorado 

District 2 

 

Ray Carrol 
Pima County, Arizona 

District 4 

 

Rebecca Guay 
Anaconda-Deer Lodge County, Montana 

Chief Executive 

 

Richard Billings 
Rapides County, Louisiana 

Board member 

 

Rob Handy 
Lane County, Oregon 

District 4 

 

Rob Ittner 
Pitkin County, Colorado 

District 1 

 

Sally Heyman 
Miami-Dade County, Florida 

District 4 

 

Salud Carbajal 
Santa Barbara County, California 

District 1 

 

Sarah Eckhardt 
Travis County, Texas 

District 2 

 

Sarah Heard 
Martin County, Florida 

District 4 

 

Sharon Bronson 
Pima County, Arizona 

District 3 

 

Sharon Corrigan 
Dane County, Wisconsin 

District 26 



 

 

Steve Austin 
Jefferson County, Washington 

District 3 

 

Steve Bauer 
Kitsap County, Washington 

District 1 

 

Steve Kinsey 
Marin County, California 

District 4 

 

Steve O'Neil 
St. Louis County, Minnesota 

District 2 

 

Steve Wilensky 
Calaveras County, California 

District 2 

 

Sue Gunzburger 
Broward County, Florida 

District 6 

 

Susan Adams 
Marin County, California 

District 1 

 

Susan Latvala 
Pinellas County, California 

District 4 

 

Suzi Schmidt 
Lake County, Illinois 

District 31 

 

Terrence Neuzil 
Johnson County, Iowa 

Supervisor 

 

Thomas Abinanti 
Westchester County, New York 

District 12 

 

Tom Bowman 
Blaine County, Idaho 

Vice Chairman of the Board 

 

Victoria Reinhardt 
Ramsey County, Minnesota 

District 7 

 

Wallace White 
La Plata County, Colorado 

District 3 

 

Walter Marshall 
Forsyth County, North Carolina 

District A 

 

Wayne Clinton 
Story County, Iowa 

Chairman of the Board 

 

Will Toor 
Boulder County, Colorado 

District 1 

 

Willie Johnson, Jr. 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 

District 13 


