


Rt. 105 – Zone 2

Rt. 242 – Zone 5

Rt. 118 – Zone 9

Rt. 15 – Zone 14

Rt. 17 – Zone 20

Rt. 125 – Zone 21
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Rt. 4 – Zone 27

Rt. 103 – Zone 30
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Rt. 9 – Zone 37
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The Critical Paths  
Project funding:

The Critical Paths 
Project funding was 
made possible in 
part by a grant award 
made by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society 
through its Wildlife Action 
Opportunities Fund to 
assist implementation of 
several priority actions 
of Vermont’s Wildlife 
Action Plan. Support to 
establish the Wildlife 
Action Opportunities 
Fund was provided by 
the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation. Additional 
funding was provided 
by the Wallace Global 
Fund, the Summerlee 
Foundation, the 	
Ward M. and Mariam 	
C. Canaday Educational 
and Charitable Trust, 	
and Jane’s Trust. 
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The Critical Paths  
partners:

Priority Wildlife Crossing Zones

I
Getting an Evening Meal

	 n the evening dusk, 
	 a female black bear	
and her two cubs stop 
beside a busy road. Across 
the road from them is a 
stand of beech trees they 
frequent to eat nuts that 
help build fat reserves 
needed for the long winter 
hibernation. Cars and 
trucks speed by as people 
make their way home from 
work, go to the market 
to pick up something for 
dinner or pick their children 
up from school. All too 
frequently, wildlife face the 
life or death dilemma of 
whether or not to cross a 
busy roadway in an effort 
to find food, shelter, or a 
suitable migration route.  
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As shown on this map, the Critical Paths Project has identified 11 priority zones of the 38 wildlife crossings that  
were surveyed along the spine of Vermont’s Green Mountains. The inset map (below right) shows the three zones that 
were monitored along Route 118, and highlights the detailed physical characteristics of the priority zone between 
Belvidere and Eden. Priority crossing zones were selected based upon criteria such as high species use and diversity, 
the presence of core habitat on either side of the road, as well as natural and physical features.

Priority Zones/Towns:
Rt. 105: Jay
Rt. 242: Westfield/Jay
Rt. 118: Belvidere/Eden
Rt. 15: Cambridge
Rt. 17: Buels Gore
Rt. 125: Ripton

Rt. 73: Goshen/Rochester
Rt. 4: Mendon
Rt. 103: Mount Holly
Rt. 11: Winhall
Rt. 9: Searsburg

Route 118 Crossing  Zones

Priority: Crossing Zone #9
Location: Belvidere/Eden, VT
AOT District: 8


