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BACKGROUND 

Campus Profile 

The University of Portland (UP) is an independently governed Catholic university—a community of 
scholars composed of people of diverse races, ages, nationalities and religions. Devoted since its inception 
in 1901 to a mission with three central tenets—teaching, faith and service—UP is committed to the liberal 
arts as the foundation of learning, and offers a curriculum of arts, sciences, humanities and professional 
programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Today, some 3,500 students and approximately 240 
faculty are engaged in teaching and research on a campus once on the edge of the American wilderness. 
The university provides recognized leadership and leaders to the community and to the world through the 
quality and innovation of its programs and the preparation and contributions of its graduates. It provides 
excellent teaching and individual attention in an environment that fosters development of the whole 
person. Central to the daily life of the university is a concern with issues of justice and ethical behavior.  
 
The purpose of the University of Portland's Environmental Studies Program is to critically examine the 
broad scope of the current environmental crisis, which is scientific, sociopolitical and ethical in nature. In 
light of this crisis, the program offers a Bachelor of Arts degree in environmental ethics and policy and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in environmental science. The goal of the Environmental Studies Program is 
to graduate students who have gained enough insight into the present environmental situation, and the 
interconnected elements involved in any solution, to provide leadership as environmental professionals. 
As Oregon’s Catholic university, the University of Portland is perfectly situated as a place where the 
discussion of moral and ethical dimensions of environmental decisions is part of normal discourse. 
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Bill Barnes       Steven Kolmes 
Pamplin School of Business Administration    Director, Environmental Studies Program 
and Environmental Studies Program    University of Portland 
University of Portland      5000 N. Williamette Blvd 
5000 N. Willamette Blvd     Portland, OR 97203 
Portland, OR 97203      Email: kolmes@up.edu 
Email: barnes@up.edu  
 
GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Goals 

Focus the Nation at the University of Portland   
In the fall of 2006, a group at the University of Portland started on a journey that eventually changed our 
campus and our community. It involved one and a half years of work, and it culminated on January 31, 
2008, as part of an unprecedented national day of climate change education and community engagement 
across the country.  
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The Focus the Nation project was promoted by the nonprofit organization, Greenhouse Network 
(http://www.greenhousenet.org ), which decided to create a national day of discussion on climate change 
solutions that was centered on college campuses (http://www.focusthenation.org). The organizing goal of 
Focus the Nation was to sign up at least 1,000 institutions, with a focus on the educational community. 
This report looks at the University of Portland’s Focus the Nation day and the regional event for Oregon 
we hosted in conjunction with Oregon Public Broadcasting. 
 
Accomplishments 

Many of us on campus were in agreement that given the increasingly dire predictions of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports and the call for prudence and concern for the 
common good made by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in its pastoral letter on climate 
change (http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/globalclimate.shtml), this topic deserved special status. 
We also realized that because of the trans-disciplinary and the intergenerational nature of the problem, the 
involvement of everyone on campus and across higher education in our state was critical. Focus the 
Nation, we thought, should involve the collaboration of students, faculty, staff, the local community and, 
importantly, our elected officials. And, as our students consistently reminded us, this is their future: Why 
not think big? A number of students also emphasized to the faculty our moral duty to act, and we began to 
think about how the University of Portland might address the issue as a Catholic university. Over the 
course of an intense year of planning, we laid the groundwork for a day filled with interdisciplinary panel 
sessions and the involvement of many of the state's most important climate change experts. We also 
committed to a huge regional event at the end of the day where our governor, congressmen and state 
representatives would respond to detailed policy questions about climate change posed by nine students 
from across the state. Along the way, we got a commitment from Oregon Public Broadcasting to 
broadcast the event live on the radio that night; to do this they agreed to cancel that hour of the regular 
NPR program, “All Things Considered.” 
 
January 31, 2008, was an extraordinary day. Approximately 1,900 institutions participated from across the 
country. The press coverage ended up being excellent, with national and regional news outlets extensively 
covering the event (see http://www.focusthenation.org/mediaroom.php).  
 
At the University of Portland, we held a sustainability fair that was a great hit, and the concurrent sessions 
and activities held throughout the day were packed. Approximately half of our student body went to the 
sessions. Although we did not heavily advertise our day sessions to the community, the public showed up 
and also actively participated. Our daytime events were: 

• policy teach-in sessions hosted by students throughout the day 

• panel discussion on “Restorative Buildings: What are They and How do we Promote Them?” with 
representatives from SERA Architects, Green Building Initiative, Soderstrom Architects, and 
Energy Trust 

• Tim Crump, F.N.P., UP Health Services, and Daisy Lembke Psychologist, UP Health Services, 
speaking on “Designing Cities to Increase Healthy Activity and Decrease Automobile Reliance” 

• Peter Thacker, UP Assistant Professor, Education, and Kate Regan, UP Associate Professor, 
Foreign Languages, speaking on “Understanding and Motivating Sustainability Across 
Generations and Cultures” 

• Kathleen Hung, Visiting Assistant Professor, Biology, and Angela Hoffman, UP Associate 
Professor, Chemistry, speaking on “A 6th Mass Extinction? The Evidence and How to Prevent It” 

• Joe Gallegos, UP Associate Professor, Social and Behavioral Sciences, and Kathleen McManus, 
UP Associate Professor, Theology, speaking on “Social Welfare and Climate Change: Global 
Theological Perspectives on Women, Poverty and Violence” 
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• Bill Barnes, UP Associate Professor, Business, and Greg Hill, UP Associate Professor, 
Mathematics, speaking on “Offsetting, Taxing and Trading Greenhouse Gases” 

• Linda Favero, M.S. candidate, Management Communication; Ninon Richartz, Program Manager, 
Shaping America’s Youth Initiative Academic Network; and Renee Heath, UP Assistant 
Professor, Communication Studies, speaking on “The High Tech Trashing of Asia: Taking a 
Stakeholder Perspective” 

• Martin Monto, UP Professor, Social and Behavioral Sciences, and Jeff Kerssen-Griep, UP 
Associate Professor, Communication Studies, speaking on “Environmental Attitudes, Persuasion 
and Mobilization: Encouraging Action” 

• Mark Eifler, UP Associate Professor of History, speaking on “Environment in the Pacific 
Northwest and Ecological Collapse” 

• Bob Butler, UP Professor, Physics, and Mike Snow, UP Professor, Biology, speaking on 
“Greenhouse Gases and the Scientific Case for Action” 

• Bill Bradbury, Oregon Secretary of State, speaking on “Global Warming, the Impact on Oregon, 
and How to Take Action” 

• Lauretta Frederking, UP Assistant Professor, Political Science; Claude Pomerleau, C.S.C., UP 
Associate Professor, Political Science; and Gary Malecha, UP Associate Professor, Political 
Science, speaking on “The Politics of Mother Nature: The Struggle to Create Effective Global 
Climate Agreements” 

• Russell Butkus, UP Associate Professor, Theology, and Steve Kolmes, UP Molter Chair in 
Science, Environmental Studies, speaking on “Global Climate Change and Catholic Social 
Teaching” 

• Joanne Warner, UP Professor and Interim Dean, School of Nursing, speaking on “Climate 
Change: Our Health in the Balance” 

• Jim Seal, UP Associate Professor, Business Administration; Larry Lewis, UP Professor, Business 
Administration; and Li Lei, UP Assistant Professor, Business Administration, speaking on  
“Evaluating the Environmental, Social and Financial Performance of Business” 

• Peter Spendelow, President, Northwest Vegetarian Education and Empowerment Group, speaking 
on “Food Choices: The Connection to Sustainability and Climate” 

• Susan Sokol Blosser, cofounder of Sokol Blosser Winery, and Erik Sten, Portland City 
Commissioner, speaking on “Climate Change and Sustainability: Private and Public Perspectives” 

• Dr. Peter Murchie, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, speaking on “Mitigating and Adapting 
to Climate Change: The State of U.S. Federal Policy” 

• panel discussion on “Walking the Talk: Transitioning to Sustainability Business Practices and 
Products” with Maise Greenwalt, Bon Appetit; David Yudkin, founder, Hot Lips Pizza; Brian 
Rohter, CEO, New Seasons Market; Tomas Endicott, cofounder, Sequential Fuels; and 
representatives of REI and Nike  

• Alex Santana, UP Assistant Professor, Philosophy; Lara Trout, UP Assistant Professor, 
Philosophy; and Jeff Gauthier, UP Associate Professor, Philosophy, speaking on “Logic and 
Global Warming” 

• panel discussion on “Marketing Sustainability” with Diane Martin, UP Assistant Professor, 
Business; John Schouten, UP Associate Professor, Business Administration; Elena Bernard, UP 
Assistant Professor, Business Administration; and Debra Stevens, UP Associate Professor, 
Business Administration 

• Jim Male, UP Sweo Endowed Chair in Engineering, Professor, and Mark Kennedy, UP Associate 
Professor, Engineering, speaking on “Rainwater Collection: Local Land, Global Perspectives” 

• Mindi Logan, Associate Professor, Performing and Fine Arts, speaking on “Global Warming 
Play” 
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With the help of Oregon Public Broadcasting (OPB), we heavily advertised on radio our evening event at 
the Chiles Center on campus, and more than 3,200 students and members of the public showed up from 
across Oregon and Washington. The evening included entertainment, music and serious discussion. We 
scheduled this event in coordination with Portland State University, Portland Community College, Lewis 
and Clark College and other Oregon colleges and universities, so that their students were invited to attend 
and participate. Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Governor Ted Kulongoski, Oregon State Representative 
Jackie Dingfelder and Oregon State Senator Ben Westlund participated. It was broadcast live on OPB 
Radio, with Sandra Tsing Loh as host. The OPB broadcast went out to an estimated 125,000 listeners, and 
the local media also covered the event extensively 
(http://orgs.up.edu/climatechange/index.php?q=node/18). Entertainment was headlined by Live Wire! 
(http://www.livewireradio.org/) and the Stars of Track and Field (http://www.starsoftrackandfield.com/). 
Our entire campus community came together around issues of climate change for that day, and it was 
particularly gratifying to see the successful results of an amazing student effort to rally our campus. Some 
idea of the mood of the event can be seen a regional newspaper’s posting on YouTube at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Wsua8KL6R0.  
 
Challenges and Responses 

Our principle challenge is to make sure that we maintain the level of excitement and involvement across 
our campus that we achieved in the last two years of planning and events. With the establishment of the 
Presidential Advisory Committee on Sustainability (which includes faculty, staff, students and 
administrators), the student-led [spell out full name here] (ASUP) Sustainability Committee, the Cascade 
Climate Network founded by students from UP and other universities and the ongoing involvement on our 
campus of numerous student clubs and academic departments, we believe that we can achieve this goal. 
 

ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT 

Funding and Resources 

The major source of funding for the Focus the Nation event at the University of Portland was from the 
student government, the ASUP. The students dedicated more than $30,000 of their discretionary funds to 
enable the events on our campus to take place. Additional support was provided by Oregon Public 
Broadcasting (http://www.opb.org/radio/); the Bon Appetit Management Company, UP’s sustainable food 
service provider, which provided low-carbon meals and concessions 
(http://www.bamco.com/website/responsibility.html); the Pacific Gas and Electric Renewable Power 
Program, which generously provided green tags to make the entire days’ events carbon neutral 
(http://www.portlandgeneral.com/community_and_env/environment/); Clif Bar and Company 
(http://www.clifbar.com/); Soderstrom Architects (http://www.sdra.com/), SERA Architects 
(http://www.serapdx.com/); and TriMet (http://trimet.org/). 
 

Campus Climate Action: Your School’s Carbon Footprint 

The spirit of that day has continued as our students went on to become founding members of a regional 
youth movement named the Cascade Climate Network, which describes itself as “the regional network of 
Northwest youth united to end the climate crisis and build a sustainable, just and prosperous future for all. 
The Network consists of students and youth from across Oregon and Washington who are actively 
working to address climate change in their bio-region, states and schools.” The Network has a formal 
declaration from the younger generation developed during the period preceding the Focus the Nation day 
(see http://cascadeclimate.org/declaration.htm). The University of Portland also has a new Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Sustainability, which has signed on to the American College and University 
Presidents Campus Climate Commitment (http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/); in addition, 
our biodiesel processor has been delivered to convert cafeteria waste oil to biodiesel fuel, and numerous 
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other activities are ongoing. We are a campus that has taken the Focus the Nation day and made it a 
beginning rather than a conclusion. 
 
CLOSING COMMENT 

Students at UP, as students nationally, recognize that the environmental issues they will face in their 
lifetimes are nothing less than their greatest challenge—an invitation provided firmly by Nature to remake 
our society’s relationship with the earth. Changes will have to begin within people, spread to communities 
and then outward across our globe. We will need to remember the needs of all humans for a healthy 
environment and social justice in our increasingly interconnected world if we are to succeed. 


