
National Wildlife Federation’s
Campus Ecology

Fall 2006-Spring 2007
Greener Campus 

Teleconference Series
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A Campaign of Energy Action, a coalition of 30 or
more youth and environmental organizations, the
Challenge challenges students, faculty, and staff on
campus to take action to slow global warming by
adopting clean energy policies, installing clean
energy technology on campus, purchasing clean
energy, implementing energy efficient and
energy conservation practices on campus, and
educating on global warming solutions.



• Josh Tulkin – Organizing Director,
Chesapeake Climate Action Network

• Richard Johnson –Campus Sustainability 
Planner, Rice University

• Stephanie Boyd -Director of Facilities 
Operations, Williams College

• Bart Welling – Assistant Professor of 
English, University of North Florida
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Josh Tulkin, Organizing Director

Established in 2002, the Chesapeake Climate Action
Network (CCAN) engages residents from

Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. to take
action against global warming.
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Why?
• According to NASA chief climate scientist 

James Hansen, we have less than 10 years to 
halt and reverse our pollution to prevent 
catastrophic climate change.

• Global Warming IS the challenge of our 
generation… but not everyone knows that.
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• In the U.S., college campuses only consume about 
5-6% of our electricity.  So even if every campus 
in the country went climate-neutral tomorrow, it 
still wouldn’t be enough to stop global warming!

• That’s why in addition to passing policies, we need 
to educate and engage everyone (students 
included) we can about this issue and what they 
can do to help.

• Events are a great way to do this! 
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• Educate students 

• Spread the word on campus about the campaign
• Recruit more volunteers

• Work with other groups and individuals
• Media opportunities

• Action opportunities
• Create a “buzz” on campus

• Have a good time!
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• Big events versus small events.

• Quick events versus events that take months of 
planning.

• Education versus fun (and everything in between).
• Targeting the whole campus or just a small 

portion.
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• Background - Major climatic shifts and dry 

summers will hinder the harvest of hops and barley 
(key ingredients for beer brewing) in the U.S.  

• Host a party and speaker as part of “Save the Ales”
week on campus to highlight this injustice.

• Use the “Save the Ales” theme to draw in students 
into an education talk.

• Benefits – recruit tons of students, present global 
warming in a fun context, sucker unaware students 
to attend an education lecture ��� � .

• Example at 
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m3469/is_
47_52/ai_80757908.
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Richard Johnson, Campus Sustainability 
Planner - Houston, Texas
• 300-acres campus.
• 3,000 undergraduate and 2,000 graduate students.
• Board of Trustees adopted a sustainability policy.
• Rice has undertaken a series of initiatives focused at

making the university sustainable and reducing the 
campus’ ecological footprint.
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Rice University Biodiesel Initiative 
(RUBI):
• Established summer 2005.
• Obtained grant funding from the
Center for Study of Environment and 
Society, The Shell Center for
Sustainability, and Leadership Rice.

• Identified faculty sponsor.
• Developed small test facility in the 
Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering Department. 
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RUBI Accomplishments:

• Secured a location for a pilot
plant with space donated by
Housing and Dining. 

• Constructed, tested, and
commenced operations of the
pilot plant, including a 70-gallon
stainless steel reactor.
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RUBI Continued:

• Publicized the biodiesel 
project and biodiesel’s 
potential as an alternative 
fuel source - included in a 
feature on the evening news 
of Houston’s CBS affiliate, 
KHOU-TV Channel 11.
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Stephanie Boyd, Director of Facilities
Operations –Williamstown, Massachusetts
• 2,000 undergraduate students, 300 faculty, and 750 staff. 
• 450-acre campus.
• Campus greening efforts include biological and 

meteorological research in the college’s 2,500-acre Hopkins 
Memorial Forest, the introduction of local and organic 
produce in the dining halls, and the installation of a 
cogeneration plant in 2002.

• Groups working on environmental issues include the student 
organization, GreenSense, and the student-faculty-staff 
Campus Environmental Advisory Committee (CEAC).
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Climate Initiative:

• 1,100 faculty, staff, and students signed a petition 
calling for reductions in the College’s carbon 
emissions = Climate Initiative.

• President signed initiative on Earth Day 2006.
• Formed student-faculty-staff Climate Action 

Committee.
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Climate Initiative Goals:

• Establishing target 
reductions.

• Utilizing cleaner sources.
• Greener buildings.
• Conserving energy.
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How to gain support from the administration?
• Students gathered to talk with President about 

petition and the importance of reducing carbon 
emissions on campus.

• Engage administrators from all departments and 
colleges.

• Identify leaders for the cause and ask them to help 
get others on board.

• View President Morton Schapiro’s letter to the 
campus at:
http://www.williams.edu/resources/sustainability/earth_we
ek_letter.php.
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Bart Welling, Assistant Professor in English
Department, ECRE Faculty Coordinator and
Environmental Center Fellow –Jacksonville
• 15,000 undergraduate and graduate students.
• 500 acres of campus are protected as bird 

sanctuary.
• 5 miles of nature trails.
• Established Environmental Center in 2004.
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Environmental Conflict Resolution Exercises 

(ECRE):
• Students from UNF. 

• Students play 
stakeholders in a public 

policy group working to 
resolve an environmental 

conflict.
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ECRE:

• Topic of trial exercise chosen by UNF President 
John Delaney.

• Topic - toxic legacy left by municipal garbage 
incinerators, “Out of the Ashes”.

• President Delaney dealt with this issue as former 
mayor of Jacksonville. 
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Gaining Support from Administration:

• Student participation.
• Encouraged participation from local community. 

• Identified issues important to the administration.
• Requested help from administration to be an 

integral part of the project.
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Future Goals for ECRE:
• Involve more students and faculty participants.
• Compare student survey results from year to year 

to measure the effectiveness of different topics and 
simulation designs.

• During the 2006-2007 year the topic for the 
ECREs will be “After the Storm,” an imaginary 
scenario in which students will work to resolve 
environmental conflicts surrounding the 
devastation of Jacksonville by a Katrina-
magnitude hurricane. 
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• Josh Tulkin, Chesapeake Climate Action Network

Email: josh@chesapeakeclimate.org 
Phone: 301-891-6726

• Richard Johnson, Rice University
Email: rrj@mail.rice.edu  
Phone: 713-348-5003

• Stephanie Boyd, Williams College
Email: Stephanie.Boyd@williams.edu 

Phone: 413-597-4462
• Bart Welling, University of North Florida

Email: bhwellin@unf.edu
Phone: 904-620-1268
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Tell Campus Ecology about a project to reduce
your campus's impact on global warming! 
Prizes include a free public screening of An
Inconvenient Truth, a chance to be featured in
our Earth Day satellite broadcast, cash awards,
and free Campus Ecology Memberships!
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Working with colleges and universities
in the U.S. and Canada on climate and 
wildlife-friendly practices to curb waste 
and ensure a healthy future for wildlife.
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Inspiring Americans to protect wildlife
for our children’s future.
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Campus Ecology

National Wildlife Federation
11100 Wildlife Center Drive

Reston, VA 20190
Phone: 703-438-6262

Email: campus@nwf.org
Website: www.nwf.org/campusecology

Blog: www.nwf.org/campusclimate


