
Eco-Schools USA 
 

The National Wildlife Federation became the U.S. host of the international Eco-

Schools program in late 2008, and we launched the program here in November 2009. 

Since then, our growth has been impressive, with Eco-Schools registered in all 50 states 

plus the District of Columbia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date:  Reaching 2,322 schools, 1.33 Million Students, and  

85,000 teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Schools come in all shapes and sizes, and closely mirror the make up of the U.S.      

educational system in terms of grade level.  Importantly, over 66% of our registered schools 

are either Title I or free and/or reduced lunch schools. 
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Eco-Schools by Grade Level



State # of Schools 

Maryland 438 

Kansas 383 

Oregon 223 

New York 143 

Texas 131 

California 125 

Virginia 95 

Florida 62 

Illinois &  

Pennsylvania 
53 

Michigan 51 

States with Highest 

Number of             

Eco-Schools 

State # of Schools 

New Jersey 47 

Washington 46 

North Carolina 45 

Georgia 41 

Colorado 35 

Ohio 35 

South Carolina 34 

Mass. 31 

Some Up-and-Coming 

Growing States 

National Wildlife Federation 

NWF was founded 76 years ago as the national voice of state and local conservation groups, and has 

since emerged as America’s premier environmental education organization committed to increasing 

environmental literacy, appreciation, and leadership among young people. NWF leads an integrated 

network of more than four million members and supporters and nine regional offices to inspire  

Americans to take action to protect wildlife for our children’s future. NWF partners with its 47 affiliate 

organizations located throughout the United States and its territories to work toward our goals of 

protecting and restoring wildlife habitats and biodiversity, combating global warming and connecting 

people to nature. 
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What Eco-Schools are Addressing 

Registered Eco-Schools have great flexibility in choosing the environmental focus   

areas, or “Pathways,” that will resonate best with their students, faculty, and situation. 

In our third year survey, we asked our Eco-Schools which Pathways they were focusing 

on the most.  Not surprisingly, recycling (Consumption and Waste), School Grounds, 

Energy, and Water top the list.  However, there’s also significant interest in Healthy 

Schools (toxics, air quality), and Healthy Living (time spent outdoors, school nutrition, 

and physical activity). 

Measuring Success 

As we annually assess the effects of the Eco-Schools USA program, we look at improve-

ments to science, math, environmental learning, and youth development. But, our   

program has a very practical side as well.  In 2012, participating 

schools saved an average of 20% on their energy bills over 2010 

usage levels. This added up to $50 million in saved energy costs 

for the year, and a reduction of 53 million pounds of CO2!   

Through the use of the NWF Eco-Schools USA new dashboard, 

schools will begin tracking these metrics on a school-by-school 

basis. The dashboard has normalized equivalencies as well to 

help students better understand just how much energy and other 

natural resources are being conserved.  A personalized 

dashboard is available for each registered Eco-School. 


