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Objectives 
• Students will explore 

issues related to 
Threatened and 
Endangered species and 
their habitat 

• Students will learn about 
Threatened and 
Endangered species in 
their state  

 
Grade Level 
9-12 
 
Time to Complete 
Two or more class sessions 
 
Subjects 
Science, English, social 
studies 
 
  

 

Investigative Reporting 
 
 
Summary 
 
Students will take on the guise of investigative reporters and explore the current status 
of and issues surrounding several endangered species. 
 
Background 
 
What do the California red-legged frog, the whooping crane, the white catspaw 
pearlymussel and the vernal pool fairy shrimp have in common? They occur in the 
United States, and they are among more than 1500 U.S. species on the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s list of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants. 
 
A plant or animal is endangered if it is in serious danger of becoming extinct 
throughout all or much of its range. A threatened species is likely to become 
endangered in the near future. A species is listed as endangered or threatened through 
a formal legal process that examines scientific evidence. Once listed, a species receives 
federal protection from all activities that destroy it or its habitat, and a plan is made for 
helping the species recover. 
 
Today, most species become endangered because of things people do: turning habitat 
into farms, factories, and towns; polluting habitats with pesticides and other 
pollutants; introducing foreign species that compete with native ones for food or 
space; or exploiting a species for commercial or recreational purposes. All of these, but 
most of all loss of habitat, can jeopardize the survival of a species. 
 
A recovery plan is a guide for identifying and solving problems endangering a plant or 
animal. It might call for preserving or cleaning the habitat, or it might require breeding 
an animal in captivity and releasing the young in areas where the species once lived. 
 
The federal government administers the national program for endangered species and is guided by laws that protect 
wildlife. The key legislation is the Endangered Species Act of 1973. This law provides for the listing of all classes of 
plants and animals that are close to extinction and gives them legal protection. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is 
responsible for protecting and conserving endangered wildlife on land or in fresh water, while the National Marine 
Fisheries Service oversees marine species. These agencies work with other federal and state government agencies, 
conservation organizations, business, and industry to ensure that endangered species recover and again become 
self-sustaining. 
 
 
Procedure 
 

1. Using the Background information above, sources in the Resources section and others 
online, discuss the topic of endangered species with your class. Are they familiar with any 
endangered species? Do they know what it means for a species to be “endangered” or 
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“threatened”? What can be done to help endangered species? Do they know of any endangered species 
success stories (species that have been brought back from the brink of extinction)? 
 

2. Every state is home to at least one endangered species. Which ones live in your state? Your county? What is 
being done to help those endangered species? Have students find out by conducting research online or in 
your school library.  

 
3. Ask your students to pretend to be investigative reporters for a newspaper. Let each reporter choose an 

animal on which to report. They may choose from the list of several endangered and threatened species 
below (these are all species with a close tie to water) or from the list of endangered or threatened species in 
your state. Each reporter should do research to learn about the species, including why it is endangered or 
threatened, what may threaten its continued survival, what is being done to help the species, and what 
controversies surround efforts to save the species. 

 
4. Have the reporters present their findings in creative ways—by writing an obituary about a soon-to-be 

extinct species, by drawing a cartoon for a newspaper story about threats to animals, by writing a blog or an 
editorial or by putting together a or PowerPoint presentation or photo essay with detailed captions. 
 

5. Students share their stories with the rest of the class. 
 
 
A Selection of Endangered and Threatened Species 
 

• California red-legged frog 
• Chinook salmon 
• Cutthroat trout 
• Devils Hole Pupfish 
• Grizzly bear 
• Sea turtles (all U.S. species) 
• Ozark hellbender 

• Pallid sturgeon 
• Staghorn coral 
• Steelhead 
• Vernal pool fairy shrimp 
• White wartyback pearlymussel 
• Whooping crane 

 
 
Resources 
 

• Endangered Species, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/   
• Endangered Species Act Overview (includes video), U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/index.html  
• Endangered Species Search by State, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/species/index.html  
• Digital Library (Digital photos and other images), U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: http://digitalmedia.fws.gov/  
• NatureServe Explorer: http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/  

 

 
Adapted from “Investigative Reporting” in Discover Wildlife in Your World, 1986 National Wildlife Week Educator’s Guide, 
National Wildlife Federation, 1986. 
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