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Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
• Identify where water is 

present in the natural 
environment 

• Explain how water 
moves through our world 

• Utilize background 
knowledge to articulate 
why water is a necessity 
for all living things 

 
Grade Level 
K-2 
 
Time to Complete 
Two class sessions 
 
Subjects 
Science, language arts 
 
Materials 
• Notebooks or paper and 

clipboards or other 
writing surfaces 

• Pens or pencils, colored 
pencils or crayons 

• Wide-mouthed glass 
jars or drinking glasses 

 
  

 

Water on the Move 
 
 
Summary 
 
Students will observe a demonstration of part of the water cycle in action, 
explore water and water sources on the schoolyard and create their own water 
cycle story or drawing. 
 
 
Preparation 
 
You may want to recruit parents or volunteers to assist with 
supervising/assisting students during the outdoor portions of the lesson. If your 
schoolyard does not have a body of water on it or nearby, wait to do the Part 
Two of this lesson on a rainy day or just after rainstorm. 
 
 
Procedure 
 
Part One—Water Cycle 
 

1. On a sunny day, take the students outside to a grassy area.  
 

2. Take several jars or glasses (enough so that each student can see what is 
happening in one of the jars) and turn them over and place them open-
end down on the grass. 
 

3. Within a few minutes the students should be able to see water droplets 
forming on the inside of the jar/glass. 
 

4. Discuss with the students what is happening. Explain that grass is 
continually pulling water out of the soil through its roots and up into its 
stems and leaves. The water evaporates through the leaves and into the 
air as water vapor. Normally water vapor disperses into the atmosphere, 
but in this experiment the vapor collects inside the jar until the air 
becomes saturated—it cannot hold any more water. The additional 
water vapor then condenses, forming droplets on the inside of the jar. 
 

5. When you return to the classroom explain that as they saw outside on a small scale, water is 
moving through our world all the time, recycling itself through oceans, streams, ponds, soil, 
clouds, rain, snow, as well as plants, animals, and people.  
 

6. Show students videos or simple diagrams of the water cycle. See the Resources section for 
some suggestions.  
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7. Now ask them to imagine a raindrop in a cloud. Describe how the raindrop falls from the cloud 

and lands in a stream. The raindrop joins the waters of the stream as they run downstream and 
eventually feed into a pond. A thirsty raccoon comes to the pond and drinks up the raindrop and 
some of the pond water. Later on the drop is excreted by the raccoon as urine. The urine sinks 
into the soil. The water from the urine is eventually taken up out of the soil by the roots of a 
nearby tree. The water moves through the tree and eventually into the leaves. It evaporates into 
the air from the leaves of the tree to once again become part of a cloud. This is one example of 
how water cycles itself through our world.  
 

8. You might want to share with the class a few other scenarios of what might happen to the 
raindrop once it leaves the cloud. Discuss the water cycle. Where does water come from? What 
forms does water take? How does water get from one place to another? Explain that if the 
water drop does not become “sidetracked” by becoming groundwater or ice, it will usually 
complete the water cycle in about 10 days. 
 

9. Have students either draw their own water cycle drawings or create their own water cycle 
stories. 
 

Part Two—Water and the Schoolyard 
 

1. Take students outside and as a group let them explore the school grounds for water sources or 
wet areas. Have them record the locations of water sources or wet spots.  
 

2. Ask the students if they think the water sources they found will be there for a long time or for a 
short time. How about a puddle? How about a birdbath? How about a stream or river? Does the 
answer change during different seasons? Were the water sources plentiful and clean? 
 

3. Ask the students to look for any signs that wildlife are using any of the water sources. Do they 
see any wildlife? Do they see any tracks or feathers or other signs that wildlife have been there? 
What are some of the different sources of water for wildlife? Why do people and wildlife need 
water? 

 
 
Resources 
 

• The Water Cycle, online interactive from the Environmental Protection Agency: 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/kids/flash/flash_watercycle.html 

• The Water Cycle for Kids, USGS: http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids-beg.html 
• Books about water and the water cycle for kids, University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute & 

University of Wisconsin Water Resources Institute: 
http://aqua.wisc.edu/waterlibrary/Default.aspx?tabid=291 

• Water Cycle online interactive, Scripps Institution of Oceanography Earthguide: 
http://earthguide.ucsd.edu/earthguide/diagrams/watercycle/ 

 
 
Adapted from “Water on the Move” from Wild About Weather, Ranger Rick’s NatureScope, National Wildlife 
Federation, 1997 
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