
NWF – 11/13/13  Page 1 
 

 

<TELSPAN Event Information> 

<Confirmation Number:  > 

<Date and Time:  11/13/13 1PM ET> 

<Customer Name:  National Wildlife Federation DC> 

<Moderator:  Dr. Doug Inkley> 

<Conference Title:  Big Game Wildlife in a Warming World> 

<Length of Call: 26min.> 

 

Operator: Welcome to today's National Wildlife Federation 

conference call entitled Big Game Wildlife in a Warming World.  

During the presentation all lines will be in a listen only mode.  

A question and answer session will follow the presentation, and 

instructions for asking questions will be given at that time.  

Thank you for your attention, I would now like to turn the 

conference over to your host, Dr. Doug Inkley. 

Dr. Inkley: Good afternoon or good morning everyone, whatever is 

appropriate given where you are.  I welcome you to this National 

Wildlife Federation press conference and thank you for joining 

us.  I am Dr. Doug Inkley.  I'm the Senior Scientist for the 

National Wildlife Federation, and I will moderate this press 

conference call.  I'm also the lead author of the report that we 

are releasing today.  You know that that report is titled, 

"Nowhere to Run: Big Game Wildlife in a Warming World." It is 

available now on our website at NWF.org/sportsman.  That's 

NWF.org/sportsman, where you can download the entire report.  So 

let me start by outlining today's press conference.  We will 

have four speakers who will each very briefly address the 

challenges of climate change for big game.  This will be 

followed by ample time for the reporters to ask questions, and 

our speakers also will be available today after the press 

conference.  If you wish to talk to them, you can do that by 

contacting Miles Grant at phone number 703-864-9599.  So the 

order of the speakers will be myself, then Dr. Bob Brown, the 

recently retired Dean of the North Carolina State University's 

College of Natural Resources, as well as the former President of 

the Wildlife Society, Ms. Alexis Bonogofsky who's a rancher and 

hunter, as well as manager of National Wildlife Federation's 

Tribal Program, Mr. Todd Tanner, founder and chairman of 

Conservation Hawks, and then I will wrap it up with a few 

summary comments and we will field the questions that you wish 

to ask of any of the speakers.  So again, I'm Dr. Doug Inkley, 
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Senior Scientist at National Wildlife Federation, lead author of 

the report.  My last name is spelled Inkley, I-N-K-L-E-Y.  And 

just once more, in case you just joined us, our report is 

available online at NWF.org/sportsman.  Alright let's get to the 

heart of the matter.  You know the recovery of Big Game species 

is quite frankly one of America's wildlife conservation success 

stories, and it has been made possible in large part by 

sustained investment by generations of sportsmen.  However, 

climate change is now challenging big game in their habitats and 

threatening the remarkable recovery of many big game species.  

So to address the threat of climate change to big game, I think 

it's important that I put this in historical perspective, and 

that is by the end of the 19th century and in the early 20th 

century, most of our big game species in America had been 

devastated by unregulated taking and widespread habitat 

destruction.  Believe it or not, even white-tailed deer were 

rare or gone from much of their range.  This began to change at 

the beginning of the 20th century, when in 1937, the Federal Aid 

and Wildlife Restoration Act was passed by Congress.  It was 

strongly supported by hunters and an established 11% 

manufacturer's excise tax on the equipment that hunters used for 

hunting; guns, ammunition, and archery equipment.  So they were 

butting their buck where their mouth was, or their wallet where 

their mouth was, or whatever the expression is.  The funds 

generated from this tax are collected by the federal government 

and dispersed to the state wildlife agencies for wildlife 

conservation and hunter education programs.  In the 75 years 

that have passed since its passage by Congress, some $10 billion 

dollars - adjusted for inflation - some $10 billion dollars have 

been distributed to state wildlife agencies for conservation.  

Big game species across the country have largely recovered from 

their devastating lows and in fact, the program has been 

credited with saving the Prong Horn from possible extinction.  

As I indicated, this successful restoration program and the 

status of big game in the country, they're at risk now, and 

they're being set back by climate change.  So in our report 

"Nowhere to Run", we take a comprehensive look at the best 

available science and climate change impacts on big game 

species.  Let me outline the most significant impacts for you in 

three areas.  First of all, what we all think of when we think 

of climate change, which is global warming as well, is heat.  
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Moose, the large, fury animals, become heat stresses in warm 

weather.  Temperatures get above 60 or 70 degrees in the summer 

and they're heat stressed.  They get above freezing in the 

winter and they're heat stressed, and that's when they stop 

eating, they seek out shelter instead. As a result of the heat 

stress, it leads to lower weights, declining pregnancy rates, 

and increased vulnerability to predators and disease.  You 

probably heard that moose populations at the southern edge of 

their historic range are in dramatic decline, and I mean from 

New Hampshire, from Minnesota, to Wyoming, and as a result, 

hunting and viewing opportunities are also on the decline.  

Another species because of warmer fall and winter 

temperatures...Black Bears are more active than usual during the 

wintertime and late fall, when they're normally in hibernation.  

So this increases the potential for Human-Bear conflicts, which 

is not only a risk for humans, but especially a risk for the 

bears.  They usually end up on the losing end.  So stepping away 

from heat and looking at drought... Increasing periods of 

drought, combined with other things like more invasive [sic] and 

wildfires, are altering sage, brush, and grass ecosystems in the 

west.  That is challenging Mule Deer and Prong Horn populations.  

In some areas, these species are basically declining and hunting 

is being cut back.  Other factors that are associated with this 

include, unfortunately, rapid oil and gas development in their 

habitats, and other types of development as well.  But all of 

them together, including climate change, are having an impact.  

The severe drought and wildfires of 2012, which we're all 

familiar with, increased the bear complaints in Aspen, Colorado 

from about 40 in 2011, to just a year later some 300, and that's 

associated with the drought and the wildfires of 2012.  These 

bears were put on the run seeking out anything that they 

desperately could find for food.  Some of them actually wandered 

into a bar and another into a candy shop, but it shows the 

magnitude of the problem when climate change really has an 

impact.  Stepping away from drought and addressing disease and 

parasites... White-tailed Deer, you know they're pretty common, 

but they are actually susceptible to hemorrhagic disease, 

sometimes called HD.  That's caused by a virus which is 

transmitted by biting midges, which you may know of as no see-

ums.  And in the drought of 2012, Nebraska was particularly hard 

hit, and the reason that proliferates in hot, dry times is 
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because the water sources dry up and so the deer congregate 

where the no see-ums are.  In Nebraska, the agency reduced their 

hunting permits and the hunters were holding back in their 

harvest, and so in 2012 their harvest declined by some 25,000 

White-tailed Deer; declined by about 30%.  So you may think of 

them as very popular, and even over-populated in some areas, but 

they are not immune from climate change, and Nebraska felt that.  

With warmer winters increasing tick survival, a parasite, moose 

in New Hampshire are suffering severe anemia.  They're losing so 

much blood to ticks that many are dying and reproduction has 

dramatically declined, and the harvest in New Hampshire is being 

cut back.  So I hope I've made the case here in my opening 

remarks that this is very real, it's happening right now, the 

success of restoration of big game in the past is being 

challenged by climate change.  So with that, I would like to 

introduce our next speaker.  It is Dr. Bob Brown.  Dr. Brown 

recently retired as Dean of the North Carolina State University 

College of Natural Resources, and he's also the former President 

of The Wildlife Society, which is the nation's organization of 

professionals in wildlife conservation, and Dr. Brown is a very 

highly regarded professional in wildlife conservation.  Dr. 

Brown... 

Dr. Brown: Well thank you Doug.  From a scientific standpoint 

this is an excellent report.  It has five authors, obviously, 

dozens of reviewers, and if you look at the back, it's got 243 

references, which is fairly impressive, so it's solid work.  In 

addition, this is not some computerized projection by 

climatologists, this is a report by field biologists, most of 

whom are also hunters, or people who spend their lives in the 

field every day, and they're starting to see these changes 

happen.  It's written, of course, for hunters and other 

conservationists who want to protect our wildlife and their 

habitats.  In addition, from a scientific standpoint, you can 

see that it's not a biased report.  It's not partisan, and it 

doesn't overstate the case.  It's clear there will be winners 

and losers in the wildlife community as the climate changes.  

Some game like has been stated, like moose, will clearly be 

impacted, others, like bears, may or may not be impacted, and 

some like elk, may suffer, on the other hand, they may actually 

benefit from global warming.  This past weekend - I'll give you 
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an example - this past weekend the board of the North Carolina 

Chapter of the National Wildlife Federation had us meeting in 

Belhaven, which is on our coast, and we had the opportunity for 

a brief one-hour driving tour of the Pocosin National Wildlife 

Refuge.  Now that's predominantly a refuge for several hundred 

thousand [over-wintering] waterfowl, but it's also a deer and a 

bear habitat.  So we drove the roads, and the water fowl haven't 

arrived for the winter just yet, but we saw nine black bears in 

about an hour, and that included their cubs.  It was pretty 

amazing for me at least to see that many bears in such a short 

time, and also just from a car window.  But earlier, the refuge 

director had shown us a PowerPoint presentation showing that as 

the earth warms and the ocean warms, and sea levels start to 

rise, that entire refuge will eventually largely disappear into 

the ocean.  So from global warming, we'll lose that deer and 

bear habitat into the ocean.  In addition, in my professional 

life, I spent about 25 years in Texas, so I've seen how 

hurricanes can drown out plants, destroy habitats, and even 

drown wild and domestic animals.  And I've also there several 

times experienced droughts which reduced the white-tail fawn 

survival to less than 5%.  So as scientists, we have to admit 

that we don't know for sure what will happen, how fast, when it 

will happen, but it's clear from our experience and the research 

that is happening that has definitely shown that the world is 

warming, it's caused by humans, and it will impact wildlife, 

either directly via losses or changes to their habitats, or 

maybe indirectly as has been mentioned by disease, or more 

severe and less predictable, catastrophic events like 

hurricanes, and droughts, and wildfires.  So I think the point 

here is that we should include this type of science in all of 

our future wildlife and habitat management policies and 

management decisions.  Doug... 

 

Dr. Inkley: Thank you Dr. Brown.  I would now like to introduce 

our next speaker, who is Ms. Alexis Bonogofsky.  Her name is 

spelled Alexis, A-L-E-X-I-S, and her last name, Bonogofsky, is 

spelled B-O-N-O-G-O-F-S-K-Y.  Ms. Bonogofsky is the manager of 

the National Wildlife Federation's Tribal Lands Program, and 

she's also a rancher and a hunter, and on page 23 of the report, 

you will be able to see a picture of her as she is hunting.  Ms. 

Bonogofsky... 
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Ms. Bonogofsky: Thanks Doug, and hi everyone from Montana.  As 

Doug said, I manage the Tribal Lands partnerships program for 

the National Wildlife Federation, but I think more importantly 

for this call, it's important to note that I'm a fourth 

generation Montanan, and a multigenerational land owner and a 

hunter.  As soon as my parents could take my sister and I 

hunting, they did.  We had to kick out brush with the bird dogs 

when we were little.  We rode our horses in deep snow in the 

Beartooth Mountains after elk.  We trudged behind my dad while 

he was deer hunting on the prairie.  He taught us to gut and 

butcher our game at an early age, and in fact last night my dad 

and I just finished butchering an animal up together.  It's a 

yearly thing that we do every year and...so this really...it's 

not really a sport for me, this is about food, and it's about 

tradition, and it's about culture, and game meat was almost 100% 

of the meat I ate growing up, and it still is, and I save all of 

my vacation days for hunting season, and that's not an anomaly 

in Montana.  So you can imagine that I've become increasingly 

concerned about the impacts from climate change that I'm seeing 

every season on our deer, and our elk, and our Prong Horns, 

antelope... For the last couple of years I've gutted my deer in 

a t-shirt in late November.  I've had flies buzzing around the 

meat.  I've had friends who's meat has rotted before they can 

get it out of the back country, and one of my most special 

hunting places in southeastern Montana was destroyed by severe 

drought one year, then severe flooding the next, and then a 

catastrophic wild fire after that.  In Montana our climate is 

changing, and wildlife managers need all the tools and resources 

to deal with the impacts to our wildlife.  Our average spring 

temperatures have risen by almost 4 degrees over the last 55 

years, and winter temperatures have risen by almost 3 degrees.  

And that is projected to increase and additional 5 degrees over 

the next 30 years, and this is four times faster warming than 

during the last 55 years, and we're already seeing the impacts 

now.  Just this year, Montana had a severe outbreak of 

hemorrhagic disease.  What Doug talked about earlier, the virus 

is transmitted by biting gnats that causes fever, organ failure, 

and internal hemorrhaging in deer.  This year that disease 

caused massive die-offs of deer in central and eastern portions 

of Montana, and even some portions of western Montana. Our Fish 
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Life and Parks officials found.....they seen die-off in some 

areas that are 50% or higher of the population of deer. Because 

hemorrhagic disease occurs mostly in late summer and early fall, 

what we saw this year was that the season's late freezing 

temperatures which are now common carry the outbreak well into 

October. Fish Life and Parks had to implement emergency hunting 

regulations in many districts and this is becoming more common. 

We see it every year that Fish Life and Parks has to change the 

hunting seasons, change the number of licenses given, just to 

protect our population from further declines. My fear is that as 

our winters become warmer, these severe outbreaks will be the 

rule instead of the exception. This is all the people that I 

hunt with.....you know, in Montana, most people hunt. Hundreds 

of thousands of people go out and harvest game, and we are 

seeing the changes every season. To me, this is deeply personal 

and it impacts who I am and who my family is, and how I and 

other Montanans live and recreate in the state. So, I believe 

that this report really outlines the issues that we are facing 

and what we actually need to do to help wildlife in the warming 

world and address these issues now. We can't wait because it is 

happening now. So, thank you for your time. 

Dr. Inkley: Well, thank you Ms. Bonogofsky. You certainly have 

taken this from the overwhelming science that Dr. Brown spoke 

about to what is really happening on the ground, making it very 

real and personal. Now, I would like to introduce Mr. Todd 

Tanner. He does wear many hats. He is an outdoor writer, 

lifelong hunter, and he used to be a big game guide. His stories 

have been published in Field & Stream, American Angler, Sports 

Afield, Fly Fisherman, and many more. He is also a long time 

senior editor and columnist for Sports & Classics. Perhaps both 

admirable, more recently he is the founder and chairman of 

Conservation Hawks, which is a non-profit organization that 

educates hunters and anglers about this very issue we are 

talking about: Climate Change. Mr. Tanner? 

Todd: Thanks Doug. Hey folks! I just want to say a few words 

that as Americans we tend to look at climate change as a far off 

distant thing. It is a more [sic] uncertain.....it's political. 

The good news is that we are starting to accept the science. 

According to a brand new Stanford University poll, at least 75% 

of Americans understand that our climate is changing and a large 
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majority......I think it is somewhere in the 65% to 90% range 

depending upon the state, believe that people are responsible. 

That is important because the truth: we ARE responsible. The bad 

news is that for most folks, climate change still doesn't seem 

to be an immediate problem, much less an existential problem. 

The point I would like to make today is that climate change is 

indeed personal. I walk out my front door here in Northwest 

Montana. We live right at the base of the Swan Range, and I see 

climate change everywhere I look. Our trees are dying: Pine, 

Spruce, Fir, Birch.....heck, I don't even have to go outside. I 

can see it literally in my living room window. Our forests are 

in trouble. We have lost millions of acres of trees here in the 

west, and that impacts big game. Our snows come later and leave 

earlier, which means the elk and the deer stay up high in the 

back country and hunters come home empty handed. It also means 

that we have less moisture in the summer time, so water isn't 

always available and the plants those deer and elk eat aren't 

always as nutritious as they should be. Our forest fires are 

getting worse. Last year in 2012, I could hardly see the 

mountains from my house. I am only talking maybe a mile and a 

half here, because of the smoke from wildfires. That wasn't in 

July or August, but October! I live just south of Glacier 

National Park, what is called the crown of the continent. We 

shouldn't be sucking smoke in the middle of October, and 

neither....I should point out, should the deer or the elk or the 

moose or the mountain goats. Here is the thing. We are just 

starting to see this stuff. Climate change isn't a destination. 

It is a process. We are literally two minutes into a 3 hour 

documentary, or maybe we should call it a horror movie, and if 

we don't get up and change the channel, we are going to regret 

it for the rest of our lives. About a month ago, researchers 

from the University of Hawaii released a study saying that if we 

don't change direction, and quick, most locations on the planet 

are going to see extreme temperature changes and radically 

different climates. That is not a thousand years from 

now.....that is not 500 years from now. They are saying that we 

could see this in 30 to 40 years. Think about that. Unless we 

start to address global warming almost immediately, most of our 

American landscapes could have completely different climates in 

the next 30 to 40 years. That is really bad for big game. It is 

incredibly bad for us. We have to get our act together. There is 
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literally no time to waste. Like I said earlier, when you are a 

hunter, when you are someone who spends time on the landscape, 

this is personal. That is all I have to say.  

Dr. Inkley: Thank you Mr. Tanner. I have a few brief summary 

remarks after which the operator will open up the phone lines to 

the media so that you can ask questions. Again, I am Dr. Doug 

Inkley, senior scientist at the National Wildlife Federation, 

and lead author of the report. You know, there are some 12 

million big game hunters in the United States, and if hunter is 

out of the woods and finds something or someone in trouble, he 

or she doesn't leave it for someone else to fix. He takes 

action. So, sportsmen have done this with their own money when 

big game populations were in trouble at the beginning of the 

last century. Now, sportsmen are supporting and taking action to 

address this global warming crisis. A 2012 survey by the 

National Wildlife Federation indicated that 69% of hunters agree 

that the United States should reduce its carbon emissions that 

are contributing to global warming, and have threatened fish and 

wildlife habitats. So, while Mr. Tanner and the others of us 

have indicated that this is a very serious situation, there are 

solutions. We can take action. The Nowhere to Run Report 

outlines 4 key steps that I am going to briefly go over here. 

The first is to address the underlying cause of climate of 

change: cut our carbon emissions by 50% by the year 2030. The 

second in association to this is to transition to cleaner and 

more secure sources of energy: offshore winds, solar power, and 

biofuels. We need to be avoiding pollution like what comes from 

coal and tar sands oil for example. The third point, the third 

action, is that we need to safeguard our wildlife and their 

habitats by promoting climate smart approaches to conservation. 

What is that? That is taking into account climate change when 

doing the conservation of our big game species and our other 

wildlife. The fourth is specifically to manage big game by 

considering changing climate and their plans management. 

Professional wildlife managers and the hunters need to be 

accommodating and recognize problems of climate change and how 

it is effecting big game populations, and account for that. So, 

with that, I conclude my remarks and I thank you all for joining 

in. At this time, there is time for questions. So, operator, 
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Chris, would you please explain the procedures for the media to 

ask questions, and we will proceed? 

Operator: Thank you. At this time, we will begin the question 

and answer session. To ask a question, please press 0 followed 

by a 1 on your touchtone phone. Questions will be taken in the 

order they are received. If you would like to ask a question, 

please press 01 now and please hold for a moment while our 

system compiles your responses.  

Dr. Inkley: While that is being done, I would give you a quick 

reminder that our report is now available online at 

nwf.org/sportsmen. Again, that is nwf.org/sportsmen. And we will 

hold a moment while the questions come in.  

Operator: It appears that we have no questions at this time.  

Dr. Inkley: Okay, we have no questions at this time. Again, 

people that are listening in on this call, you are welcome to 

talk to any of the speakers on a personal basis, one to one. You 

may do that by contacting Mr. Miles Grant and his phone number 

is 703-864-9599. That is 703-864-9599 or you can email him at 

grantm.....that's grantm@nwf.org. So, that concludes this press 

conference. The report we have just released today, Nowhere to 

Run: Big Game Wildlife in a Warming World, and thank you very 

much for joining us! We appreciate it! Bye! 

Operator: Thank you all for your attention. This concludes 

today's conference call. All participants may now disconnect. 

 

<END OF TRANSCRIPT> 


