Ranger Rick’s

story by Gerry Bishop; art by The CharacterShop

In the last issue, Ranger Rick Raccoon,
Scarlett Fox, and Boomer Badger were
visiting near Yellowstone National Park.
Boomer’s cousin Brucie had sent a text
inviting them to come and see how the “Wild
West is getting wilder.” While looking for
Brucie, the gang came across sheep grazing on land that a rancher was renting
from the U.S. government. Now, the sheep
are being chased by grizzly bears!
Don’t know, but
it sure is scaring
those bears!

What’s that
sound?

Wow—
that was close.
Those bears almost
had lamb chops
for dinner!

Lucky THIS
time!

Huh??

Cousin
Brucie!

Boomer—
and Rick and
Scarlett!
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The sheep
sure were
lucky!

We’re glad
to see you!

So, what
did you mean by
“lucky THIS
time”?

Most times,
ranchers aren’t
around to save
their sheep!

Now I know
why your text
message said, “The
Wild West is getting
wilder”!

Look over
there! Let’s go
watch!

Brucie explains that grizzlies and wolves have
grown in number in the national forests in the area.
That’s good for those animals—and for people who
love wildlife. But it hasn’t been so good for ranchers who graze their livestock here.
Go, Sparky!
Go, Fielder! Let’s
round ’em up!

Those sheep
are going the wrong
way. Watch what
happens.

They’ve
turned them
back!

Yay!

Those dogs
are amazing!
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Looks as
if it’s all over but
the loading
now.

That way,
everybody ends up
winning—the ranchers,
the people who love wildlife,
and the bears
and wolves!

Where
are the ranchers
going to take
them?

To a new
home—one that’s
far from hungry bears
and wolves!

• Wolves and grizzlies
have been growing in
number in and around
Yellowstone National
Park. The return of
these animals has been
great news for people
who care about wildlife.
But it has caused
trouble for some of the
ranchers who raise
sheep and cattle in the
area. They can’t make
enough money when
they lose too many of
their animals to wolves
and grizzlies.

That’s right,
Boomer. It’s a great
idea—and it needs to
happen in more
places!

Yep—
those bears will
Sounds like a
have to find something
good end to a great
else for dinner
—and really WILD—
The sheep—and
No worries,
tonight.
day!
the ranchers—are
Boomer. I have a nice,
on their way now.
safe burrow that’s big
enough for all of us.
Come on!
Hmmm. I hope
it’s not us!

The End
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MORE FACTS

• Some ranchers would
like to protect their
livestock by getting rid
of grizzlies and wolves.
But other people want
to protect the wildlife.
• To help solve this
problem, the National
Wildlife Federation
(NWF) has created the
Wildlife Conflict
Resolution Program.
(NWF is the group that
publishes Ranger Rick.)
Through this program,
NWF pays some of the
ranchers to move their
livestock away from
wolf and grizzly
country—just as
happened in this story.

