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Hup, two,
three, four.
Hup—

Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox, and
Boomer Badger are hiking in a longleaf pine
forest of North Carolina. They’re on their way
to meet a bird named Wyatt. Wyatt is a redcockaded (kah-KAY-ded) woodpecker
(“RCW”)—a rare and endangered species. He
lives in this kind of forest on a U.S. Marine
base called Camp Lejeune.
It’s SERGEANT
Boomer, if you don’t
mind! And marching
is part of being a
U.S. Marine.

Look—
a sign.

Look—
someone painted
some of the
trees. How
come?
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But you’re
NOT a Marine.
You’re a badger.
So AT EASE,
“Sergeant”!

We’ve
made it to Camp
Lejeune! Now let’s
see if we can find
Wyatt.

Don’t know,
Boomer. But
Wyatt probably
does.

Boomer,
please STOP! You’ve
been marching and
“hupping” for miles.
It’s driving me
crazy!

Yuck!

Whoa!
The snake’s
falling!

Yeah—
the sap around that
nest hole is sticking
to its scales—and
it doesn’t like that
one bit!
Rick explains that RCWs dig nest
holes in living trees. This digging
causes sticky sap to flow around
the hole and down the trunk. The
sap helps keep snakes away from
the birds’ eggs and babies.

Can you
two call an
end to this,
please?

OK,
how about this,
Boomer: You stop
“hupping,” and I’ll
ignore your dumb
marching.

Fine—
but I’ll still be
“hupping” under
my breath.

Yep, they’re
longleaf pines—
just the trees
that the RCWs
need.

Wow—
what nice,
tall trees!

Hey—a
snake is climbing
that tree! What’s
it doing?

A few minutes later . . .

That hole
is the opening to
an RCW nest. The
snake is looking for
lunch!

Whatcha
hear, Scarlett?

Sounds like
some kind of
engine.

Let’s get
closer—but be
sure to stay out
of sight!

Looks like
a job for a tough
and brave U.S.
Marine!

Come on—
let’s see what’s
going on!

That guy
has a chainsaw!
He’s going to cut
that big tree!

But RCWs
need trees
like that to
survive!

Huh?
Boomer!
No!

Grrrrrrr!
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Grrrrrrr!

That
looks like
a birdhouse.

Grrrrrrr!

It’s a block
of wood with space
for a nest drilled
into it.

Wyatt explains that the people are U.S. Marines
who are putting RCW nest cavities into trees.
The extra nests give the birds more places to
raise their young. And that helps their numbers
grow more quickly. He says the Marines are
doing other things to help RCWs, too.
You saw
some white marks
on the trees back
Right!
What kinds
there, right?
They were a
of things,
mystery
Wyatt?
to us.

Arghhh!

Wyatt, is that
you? What’s
going on?

Yep, it’s
me, and I take it
you’re Ranger Rick,
Scarlett, and
Boomer.

They tell the
Marines that there
are a lot of us woodpeckers
around there. So they
will avoid those marked
areas during their noisy
military drills.

Yes,
but—

Boomer
here was about to
make a very big
mistake!
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No worries
about them!
Just watch!

But what
about those
people with
the saw?

What they
REALLY need are a
few good badgers—
starting with me!
Lead me to the
action!

Sounds like
a great deal. The
woodpeckers get
a nice place to live,
and the Marines get
the space they
need, too!

I think
you’ve seen
enough action for
one day, Boomer.
Time to go
home!

MORE FACTS
• Red-cockaded
woodpeckers get
their name from the
tiny red stripe behind
the eyes of the males.
This stripe looks a bit
like a kind of
old-fashioned hat
decoration called
a cockade.
• Millions of RCWs
once lived in the
longleaf pine forests
that grew along the
coastline from
Virginia to Texas. But
lumber companies cut
down nearly all the
great old trees.
• RCWs prefer older
longleaf pines. The
trees’ wood is often
less hard in the middle
of the trunk, which
makes it easier to dig
nest holes. As these
trees disappeared,
the woodpeckers
nearly became
extinct.
• Old longleaf pines still
survive in some
places—very often on
U.S. government
property such as Camp
Lejeune. But even
there, many trees are
too young and small for
the birds to dig nests
in. That’s why adding
nest cavities is a big
help to these endangered birds.
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