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Yep, this is Kearny 
buckwheat, all right. We’d 

be
er keep our eyes 
peeled for Sandy.

You’re looking 
right at me. 

Look—is that 
more buckwheat 

over there? 

Things could be 
be
er, Rick. You see, 

we have this li
le 
problem. 

Sand Mountain
 blue caterpillars eat this shrub’s 
leaves—and NOTHING else. With-

out Kearny buckwheat, the 
bu
er�y would go extinct!

Sandy!

Huh?

Hi, Rick, Scarle
, and 
Boomer. Glad you 

could make it to Sand 
Mountain!

THAT’S a big 
part of our li
le 

problem! And it’s headed 
right toward us!

Excuse me for 
interrupting, Sandy, 

but what’s that 
sound?

We are, too! 
How are you?

Look—Kearny 
buckwheat.

MORE FACTS
�t A group called Tread Lightly works to get ORV 
riders, dirt bikers, hikers, and everyone else to obey 
the rules and be more careful when enjoying the 
outdoors. Check them out at treadlightly.org and 
click on the Kids bu�on. 
�t People who manage our parks and recreation areas 
also work hard to protect the habitats of wild 
creatures. You can help them by following all the 
rules—and reporting people who don’t.

�t Some groups of people are trying to get the U.S. 
government to name the Sand Mountain blue 
bu�er�y as an endangered species. They say this is 
the only way to be sure that the bu�er�y’s habitat 
will be saved. Grownups can help you learn more by 
going on the Web to xerces.org/sand-mountain-blue.

So now we know 
what your “li�le 

problem” is!
It’s terrible, Rick. 

We bu�er�ies can’t 
survive without 
these plants!

Sandy? You OK?

But why don’t the 
riders obey the 

rules and stay on 
the trails?

Many of them do. 
But it takes only a 
few lawbreakers to 

threaten our 
species’ future! 

I’m going to report 
THAT guy to the 

rangers!

And we’ll also tell 
everyone we know 

that no creature is 
too small to get a 

helping hand!
Yes. And no dune is 

too BIG for this 
bad-boardin’ badger. 

OK, Boomer. 
There’s really nothing 

like some good 
HARMLESS fun, 

right?

And let’s hope 
that all ORV riders 
come to think the 

same way!

Yes, but look at 
this mess!

Maybe we 
can help.

All clear here.

I think so.Everyone OK?
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