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Where to Start

Pets can be great! Who else licks your face,
chirps happily, or purrs in your lap? A pet

can make you feel good and can calm you
down when you're upset. And caring for a
pet can help you learn about kindness and

responsibility.

There are all sorts of pets. Some take a
lot of time and attention and need a lot of
space, Others can fit in a corner and don't
need much care at all. Some live just a
year or two. Others may still be alive when
you leave home for good! Some may be
happy to stay in a cage—others may mess
on your carpets and scratch your couch.

50, before your family rushes out to get a
pet, why not sit down and talk? Ask your
parents how they feel about it. The pet you
want has to be one that they want too. After
all, a parent needs to be the one in charge
of pet care and willing to take up the slack if

necessary.

Here are some things to do
before making a decision:

+ Talk to people who have a pet like the
one you want. Ask them what they like and
don't like about it. Find out what's fun and
what’s tough about having this pet. Check
out how much time, money, space, and
hard work the pet takes.

v Read some pet books or go online to

learn more,
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you're thinking about getting.
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is allergic to pets or to pet bedding.

' Study the charts at right. (These are, of
course, just the opinions or recom

tions of Ranger Rick.)

I you decide to get a pet, figure out how
to divide the chores among family members.

Even if you don't end up with a pet, you can
have fun reading about the possibilities!

GOOD: Beautiful, and
restful o watch, Easy to
cane for once agquarium is
sat up. Don't shad or

4
mess up your house, Most h

freshwater kinds are not
saken from the wild. (Don't
buy sabtwater fish—these
are almost alwoys taken
from the wild, They're also
more expensive and more
difficult o care for.)

BAD: Can't be cuddled or
ployed with. Live 2-10 yeors.
Con die unexpeciedty.
Aquarium needs regular
oftention.

TIME: An hour or so for set-
1ing up aguarivm. Half an
haur once evary few waaks
to clean it. Only a few min-
utes a doy for feeding.
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MONEY: Most figh cost

§1 fo §5 each. Aguarium
and other equipment is
$150 15 $250. Yeary cost
is §25 and up.

* After buying oguarium
and filler, this is parhaps the
cheapest pet to keep.

SPACE: Room for 20- to
30-galkon aquardvm. (Small-
er size not recommended. )

FIMAL WORD: Low-stress
ond eosy. But leam oll
about oquarium set-up,
maintenance, and fish-care
first. T, §

GOOD: Con become o
best friend and a play-
mate. Fun to cuddle, pet,
and run around with.
Comes in many variaties
and sizes. Can live from 8
o 16 years, dapendmgon
size and

BAD: Tokes o lot of fima
and needs fo be frained,
Some may not like kids.
MNeeds supervision around
young kids. May shed and
have o doggy odor. May
bark or bite. May pee or
poop on the floor, dig in
the gorden, or chew up
your shoes or other stufi.

TIME: An hour or two o
day, Needs lots of exer-
cisa: of least three walks o
day or playtime in a
fenced areo. Puppies need
to ba housabroken and
irained. All dogs need
time fo be played with, fed,
and groomed regubarly.

MONEY: Depends. Cost
of purebred dog is $500
ta §1,000. Crate, bed,
leash, collar, and toys are
obout $250. Spaying or
neutering ond vaccing.
tions (shots), both a must,
are $150 to $500. Yeorly
cost is $300 to more than
%1,000, depanding on
how much dog eats and
vet bills.

GOOD: Activie and playful,
easy ko fome, Come in
many sizes and colors.
Mozt are friendly ond con
be liser-box trained. Enjoy
sifing beside you. Not
taken from the wild. Live
4-10 years indoors.

BAD: Often dan't like
being picked up, held, ond
cuddled. Shed a lot. Need
o few hours of supervised

Mice, Rots, Homsters,
Guinea Pigs, Gerbils

s _ GOOD:

Al & Dontnesd
b, T a lof of

space. Playful,

friandly, and cute. Many are
ecsily amed. Pet rats can
be tought bo do tricks and 1o
play gomes with you.

BAD: Meed fo be hondled
gently. Young kids nesd io
be supendsed around them.
Mast live only 2 years or so
[most guinea pigs, 4 80 5
years). Some, such os mice,
can be smelly. Some, such
a3 harrsters, are octive

maosthy at night.

TIME: About 10 minutes to
an hour o day for feeding,
changing water and bed-
ding, and ploytime. Another
half an hour every week to
sonub coge.

MONEY: Rodents cost up
10 $25 or 30, Coge and
other equipment cost $100.
Yeorly cost is 550 te $100,
plus any vet bills.

SPACE: Lorge ancugh for
«a coge. Af least 3 feet by 2
fmet; larger if you hove
mare than ane rodent.

FINAL WORD: A good
pet if you don't have much
reom but want something
furry to hold. Just don't
expact it o live long. Ask
your vet what type of
bedding to use. TT, §

GOOD: Inelligant,
colorful, effectionate,
will bond with owner,
can be tought 1o talk and
to do tricks. Mot token
from wild. Live 10 years.

Like to chotier, Notural
paper-shredders. if you
have o pair, thay may
become aggressive with
humans

FINAL WORD: Mo rec-
ommended for kids.

Canaries & Zebra
Finches

GOOD: Lively, Some
canaries are singers. Easy
1o core for,

BAD: Don't like being
hondled or cuddied. Con
bite and get stressed if

BAD: Have powerul bires.

* Think about getting o
dog fram a shelter or from
0 breed-rescue group. Ii's
lower in cost and soves o
pet's life. Mony mixed
breeds are healthier than
marny purebreds. But shel-
ter and breed-rescue dogs
may come with some
behavier prablems that
take exdro fraining ond
patience fo comrect,

SPACE: A1 least enough
room for o bed and crate
plus room fo walk around
and sprawl, A fenced yord
or a ploce to walk the dog.
Many apariments and
condos don't allow dogs.

FINAL WORD: If you
have energy, time, ond
spoca ond are senous
about wanting to train,
cara for, and love o dog
over many years, this may
be the pet for you. I think-
ing about gafting o pura-
bred dog, check out the
pros ond cons of each
breed: See Good Dog,
Bad Dog: Dog Training
Made Easy, by Mordecai
Siegal and Matthew
Margolis (Henry Holt,
1991). Then find o
responsible breeder,
Avoid large kennels ond
pet shops. Think twice
befare bringing o puppy
into @ house with vary
young kids. TTT, $55

exercise oulside of coge
daily. Need o be spoyed or
neutered. May bite, seraich,
or kick if scored. Need to
be kept awoy from heat.

FINAL WORD: Mot rec-
ommended for kids under
oge 7. TTT, $§

picked up
Finches need
companion finches and
live anly 2 1o 3 yeors.

FINAL WORD: Mot rec-
oammanded for kids.

Cockatoos & Other
Large Parrots

GOOD: Intelligant and
offectionate. Good tallers,

BAD: Parrots may bite
hard and be unpredict-
able. Are ofien very noisy.
Some lorge parrots may
be: taken ilsgally from the
wild, Pamrots may live 50
years or more— longer
than mogt people want fo
keep them. Often cocke-
to0s ond many other
parmrats demand atention
Large ones cost a lot

FINAL WORD:
Do not buy!

GOOD: Smoll size.
Curious, playful, and
often offectionate. Fairly
easy o foke care of
Housabreaks itself with lir-
ter box. Adult cot dossn't
need os much atlenfion as
o dog ond con be left
alene during the doy. Can
live 14-20 years

BAD: Sheds. Many pec-
ple allergic fo cats. May
nat like kids. Mery scratch
furniture and senakch or
bite pecple. May not use
lister bew if sick or if its reu-
tine changes. Young kids
need to be supervised
around cots,

TIME: About half an hour
fo on hour a day: scoop-
ing out litler box ond feed-
ing [twice a day usually),
grooming, ond playing
with ¢at. Kittans need mons
atention than adults.

MOMEY: A purebred cot
costs §100-3500. Mary
odults ond kittens ore free.
Spaying or neulering, o

GOOD: Curious, intelligent,
friendly, ployfl. Can be liter-
box trained. Live 6-10 years.

BAD: Unprediciable —may
bite when they're surprised or
frightenad. Also, they're
escope orfists end are quick o

must, is $50 10 3275,
Vaccinations (shots) are
$50 or mone. Yearly cost is
about 3350, plus any
unexpectad vet bills,

* Think about gefting o
cat from o shelter or rescue
group. You may have o
pay a small fes, but this
often lowers spaying or
nautering costs. Adopling
saves o pet’s life.

SPACE: Big enough for at
leost one lifter box and
ploces fo snocze and play
and watch the world out
side. OK in small apart-
mant. Best if kept inside for
cat's own safety and far
protection of birds and
other small creatures

FINAL WORD: Soma
cats ore friendly people-
lowvers that like being held
o sitting on lops; athers
are shy and don’t want o
be cuddled. Still, most e
affectionate and inteligent.
TT, $5%

GOOD: Small, easy fo
care for and tama, lively,
colorful. Males may leam
to talk. These birds are
curious, playlul and like to
be cuddled. Bred in cap-
tivity and not baken from
the wild. Live an overoge
of 4 1o 7 years

BAD: Floor under cage
con get messy. Bacauss
birds are small and deli-
cate, fhey con get hurt
whan squeezed, Cockotiels
«con be noisy, and their
feathers are dusty or pow-
dery. Young kids nsed fo
be supervised around
birds. Mory vets suggest
regular wing clipping se
birds don't fly off, Pecple
can get sick from breath-
ing in droppings of sick
birds. Meed to get new
bird tested by vet.

TIME: About 30 minutes
or 5o for doily chores,
playtime, and atfentien.

leave the house or hide, so
need lots of supervision. Tend
10 get concer ond other dis.
eases. Very smelly, llisgal in
some shobes,

FINAL WORD:
Mat recommended

Cockatiels and Parokeets

MOMEY: Parokeet
costs $20 or more;
cockatiel is $100 o
$150. Equipment is $50
to $250. Yearly cost is
350 to 5100, phus ony
et bills.

SPACE: Room fora
coge of least 3 feet long
and 2 feet wide (height
not as impadond)
NOTE: Avoid putting
coge in drofty spot or in
kitchen —fumes from
coated pans con kill o
bird. Smoke from fira-
place and cigarethes is
harmbul foo.

FINAL WORD: These |
birds moke good first |
peats. Try to buy o bird
that's been hond-fed
when young. (Go oo
breeder, not a pet store,
if possible.) NOTE: Mot
all of them are great talk-
ers; don't get one expect-
ing you can feach it o
folk. TT, §

BAD: Con bete hard,
Moisy, messy, ond
expensive, Con comry
decdly diseases, and
many are joken ilegally
fram the wild

FINAL WORD:
Do not buy!

Snakes, Frogs, Toads, Tortoises, Turtles,

Iguanas and Other Lizards

BAD: Lots are token from
the wild, chen illegally.
Some carry germs fhat can
moke people sick. Some
shoubd be hondled very litle
or nat ot all. Ofen hard ko
care for propedy. Many
don't survive long
in coplivity,

FINAL WORD:
Do not buyl

GOOD: I's OK o catch and
esshopper, proys
g mantis, oF other hamless in.
sect you might find, Pud it in

with holes ¢
net leave jor in

keep a crick

sun;, and ba sure
82 et your pet go the neat day

" WILD

ANIMALS

BAD: Birds, scuemels, raccoons,

turtles, and other animals that you
might find are net OK 1o keep, It
may be against the law to keep

these animals. Some con eosily be
harmed by your handling them
And you could be harmed a5 wel.

FINAL WORD: Legve wild ani-

mals in the widl 8



