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Wildlife Sightings
“Dear Ranger Rick” (pages 4-5) includes letters from 
several readers about wildlife sightings that wowed 
them. Have students write accounts of their own most 
memorable encounters with wild animals. Invite them to 
share their tales with the group.
 
Home on the Range, Revamped
Have students read “Back Home on the Range” in 
“The Buzz” (page 12) about the reintroduction of 
bison in the American West. Sing or listen to the 
traditional song “Home on the Range” together. Then 
have fun writing new words (or just a new verse) for 
the song to describe this historic event. 

Self-Portrait Study
Ask students to look closely at the macaque self-por-
trait in “The Buzz” (page 13). Then provide cameras 
and have them take their own self-portraits. Discuss 
the difference between taking a photo of someone or 
something else and photographing yourself. Ask stu-
dents to reflect on their feelings and reactions as they 
look at both the macaque photo and their own portrait.

Massive Molas
Look at the photo of the mola and diver on page 15 of 
“Mysterious Mola.” Growing to a maximum of nearly 
5,000 pounds, molas are big fish! Have students look up 

the maximum weights of a variety of other animals and 
create a chart or drawing that shows the 

progression from smallest to largest. They 
could also add other familiar objects to the 

spectrum, such as a refrigerator and a car.

The Things We Leave Behind
The birds in “Use It, Then Lose It” (pages 18-23) 
discard certain body parts when they no longer need 
them. We humans don’t necessarily lose body parts, 
but we do leave a trail of other discarded items that no 
longer serve us. Ask students to draw or list items that 
they’ve outgrown (clothing, toys, books, electronics, 
etc.). What happens to these objects? How does their 
fate compare to the body parts described in the article? 

Beavers, for Real
The riddles in “Beaver Tail-Slappers” (page 27) are 
silly, but most of them are humorous because they refer 
to characteristics of real-life beavers. Discuss the behav-
ior of beavers with students. Then ask them to explain 
the real characteristic (if any) of beavers to which each 
riddle refers.

Seed Creativity
Take students outside to collect an assortment of seeds 
and other natural artifacts. Then follow the instructions 
in “Look Who’s Coming to Dinner” (pages 28-29) 
to create your own seed creatures. To extend the activity, 
have students write a skit about what happens to plants 
in the fall and use their seed creatures to act it out.

Family Tasks
After reading “At Home with the Jackals” (pages 30-
35), ask students to compare the jackal family described 
in the article with their own families. Discuss: How do 
the jackal parents and siblings divide up the work of 
raising young? How are necessary tasks divided in stu-
dents’ own households? 
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Read “You Think You Know Pigs?” (page 6-11). You might be surprised by how 
many different things can be true of pigs! But the statements about pigs below  
aren’t true at all—except one of them. Rewrite each wrong one to make it right. 

The Dirt on Pigs

Pigs don’t have a very good sense of smell. 

Some pigs can be almost hairless while others are covered in scales.

Pigs do everything they can to get as dirty as possible.

Pigs are pretty smart, but not as smart as dogs.

Pigs sweat profusely to cool off. 

Pigs roll in mud to stay cool and to protect themselves from sun and insects.

Wild pigs in cities are trouble, because they are bad  
drivers and cause traffic accidents. 
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Bird Parts Here and Gone
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Read “Use It, Then Lose It” (pages 18-23). Then choose five of the body parts  
described in the article and fill in the chart below. For each part, explain: (1) what the  
body part is, (2) how the bird uses it, and (3) why the bird then loses this part.

Birds aren’t the only animals that have body parts they lose when they no longer need them—
some other animals do, too. The article lists one example. Describe one more example below.

Bird and  
Body Part

How does the bird use  
this body part?

Why does the bird lose this body 
part? (Why is it no longer needed?)

1919

Birds are built with what 
they need to get by in life. 
But some of their “equip-
ment” gets only part-time 
use. When they no longer 
need it, they get rid of it. 

FLASHY MASK 
During the fall and winter, Atlan-tic puffins stay way out at sea. But each spring, it’s time to come ashore, find mates, and start families. To attract mates, both male and female puffins show off big colorful bills and clown-like eyes. Who could resist?

     By summer’s end, the chicks have grown, and the birds are ready to return to the sea. The puffin in the circle above has already started to shed its bill coverings. You can see that the bill underneath is smaller and dull-colored. The bird has also shed the fleshy “ornaments” around its eyes and grown dark face feathers. It’s just as well: No need to attract a mate again till next year.

Use It, Then Lose It
by Ellen Lambeth

 SHELL-BREAKER Sooner or later, every growing chick fills all the space inside its egg and needs to get out. But the shell is tough. How will the little chick crack through it? With an egg tooth!
 This “tooth” is a hard, sharp point on the top of the chick’s bill. Using its strong neck 

muscles, the chick hammers the egg tooth against the inside of its shell until the shell cracks. 

(This is called “pipping.”) Then the bird pokes its way complete-ly out of the egg.  
 Once the chick hatches, the egg tooth is no longer needed. In most cases, it disappears after a few days. It might stay awhile longer on babies in tree-hole nests, though. The parents may use the bright spot as a target for feeding hungry chicks in a dark space.
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egg tooth

JOUAN RIUS/MINDEN PICTURES (18TL); ANDY ROUSE/NPL/MINDEN PICTURES (18R); MARTIN WITHERS/FLPA/MINDEN PICTURES (19R)

Bill covers. Egg teeth.  Special feathers. 
Some things are
“here today and  
gone tomorrow.”  
Check ’em out!


