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Freeze!  Rearing back and waving its long, hairy front legs in the air, this Texas brown tarantula looks downright threatening. But that sinister pose is just a  way to scare off an animal that might want to eat it. Unlike some spiders, this palm-sized  tarantula is no threat to you— or to anything bigger than a grasshopper! In fact, Texas brown tarantulas are so gentle that people often keep them as pets. 

Do hairy tarantulas and bloodthirsty bats creep 

you out? 

If they do, you aren’t alone. But you can relax: These 

animals aren’t so spooky once you get to know them. 

OK, so you may not want to snuggle up with them—or 

with the other scary-looking animals on the following 

pages. But you don’t need to fear these creatures, 

either. You’ll see. 

ANIMALSScary
I vant to suck your blood!  

There’s no denying it: The vampire bat of Central and 

South America DOES bite animals with its super-

sharp fangs. And it DOES slurp up blood for 

every meal. But it takes only enough 

blood to feed itself—never enough 

to harm its prey. (Like other 

bats, though, it may carry 

diseases such as rabies.)

by Hannah Schardt
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Time to unwind.
If you know snakes, you 
probably know that the red, 
yellow, and black coral snake 
has a deadly bite. But before 
you turn and run from the 
snake at right, take a closer 
look. It’s a harmless faker: 
the scarlet king snake. This 
colorful snake isn’t venom-
ous and would rather slither 
away than bite you. To tell 
the difference, remember this 
rhyme: Red touches yellow, 
kills a fellow. So if the snake’s 
red stripes are surrounded by 
black, you’re in the clear.

Is that a  
skull staring  

up at you? 
Not really—it’s a teeny-
tiny jumping spider. 
Many jumping spiders 
have patterns that 
look like faces on 
top of their bodies. 
And this spider’s 
“face” looks positively 

spooky! As long as you 
aren’t an insect or other 

small spider prey, though, 
you have nothing to fear.

Ever get the 
feeling you’re 
being watched?  

A California condor’s wrinkled 
face and cloak of black feath-
ers may send shivers down 
your spine. But the condor 
is harmless—and not just to 
humans. The huge bird feeds 
only on the bodies of animals 
killed by something else. 
There aren’t many California  
condors left because, for 
many years, people shot and 
poisoned them. 
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With its long, spindly 
fingers, this aye-aye 
looks like a super-
villain plotting an 
evil plan. But the 
big-eared African 
primate is nothing to 
fear. It uses its super-
long middle finger 
to dig grubs out of 
trees. So what looks 
scary to us is just 
right for the aye-aye! 

They’re bloodsucking 
or wrinkly, slithery 

or hairy. But once you 
get to know them, these 

creatures aren’t scary! =
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Bwah-ha-ha! 

RickAsk 
I was wearing a head-
lamp outside last night 
and a bat swooped 
down at me! Why did it 
do that? 
                      Jeremy K., Georgia

That bat was trying to catch its 
dinner. But don’t worry—you 
weren’t on the menu. Instead, 
the bat was going for the tasty 
treats flying around in front of 
your headlamp. 
 Lots of night-flying moths, 
flies, and other insects are 
attracted to lights. So when a 
bunch of bugs came buzzing 

around yours, that hungry bat 
couldn’t pass up a ready-to-eat 
meal! 

A spider in our yard 
made a web between 
two far-apart tree 
branches. How did it  
do that?    
                             Matthan B., Ohio 

The spider got a helping hand 
from the wind! 
 Here’s what happened: The 
spider stood on one branch and 
started spinning a thin strand 
of sticky silk from its back end. 

The wind picked up the free end 
of silk and carried it toward the 
other branch. The spider kept 
letting out more silk until the 
far end touched the branch and 
stuck there. 
 Next, the spider attached 
the other end of the silk to the 
branch it was standing on. Then 
it walked across the line, drag-
ging a thicker line of silk behind 
it. Presto! The spider now had a 
strong anchor line—a “bridge” 
from one branch to the other. 
The spider then crawled out 
onto the bridge and began to 
build the rest of the web.  

Do Komodo dragons 
attack and kill people? 
                 Jeremiah R., Pennsylvania

Komodo dragons—the world’s 
largest lizards—live on only a 
few islands in Southeast Asia. 
These reptiles have a dangerous 
bite and can grow to be nearly 
10 feet long. So, if a dragon 
wanted to kill a human, it could.
 The good news is that most 
Komodo dragons stay as far 
away from people as they can. 
The bad news is that the num-
ber of people on the islands 
where dragons live is increas-
ing. That means there’s a better 
chance of a dragon meeting 
up with a person. It also means 
there are fewer of the wild 
places—and natural prey—that 
Komodo dragons need. =
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