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those with higher percentages of lands managed for 
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higher percentages of land managed for resource de-
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generations can hunt and fish on public lands. 
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CONSERVING 

Seeking a Proper Balance Between Conservation 
and Development in the Rocky Mountain West 

LANDS & PROSPERITY:

The Rocky Mountain West, with its vast 
tracts of public lands, has long been val-

ued for the natural resources that provide 
fuel, building materials and other commodi-
ties and generate jobs and revenue for com-
munities, states and schools. Public lands 
also have been prized for hunting and fishing 
opportunities and are increasingly seen as a 
magnet for tourists, retirees, businesses and 
professionals in search of a high quality of life.

“Conserving Lands and Prosperity: Seeking 
a Proper Balance Between Conservation 
and Development in the Rocky Mountain 
West” is a new report prepared for Sports-
men for Responsible Energy Development 
by Southwick Associates that explores the 
economic benefits of public lands adjacent 
to rural communities. The report addresses 
the need to balance responsible develop-
ment with conservation to ensure the best, 
most secure economic future for the region.

“Conserving Lands and Prosperity” is a new report presented by 
Sportsmen for Responsible Energy Development. To read the en-
tire report, please visit www.sportsmen4responsibleenergy.org

Lew Carpenter

The Value of Public Lands in 
the Rocky Mountain West

David Brinker

Matt Kelley

For more than 30 years, ClackaCraft has been 
producing an extensive line of drift boats de-

signed to meet the needs of professional fishing 
guides and recreational anglers alike. 

ClackaCraft is so confident in the durability of 
our product that we offer a 100-year guaran-
tee on each and every hull we build. What we 
can’t guarantee, however, are world-class rivers 
with ample fish populations. Many of the West’s 
great rivers, such as the Henry’s Fork, Green and 
Madison, are sourced from headwaters located 
on federal public lands. ClackaCraft and our cus-
tomers depend on these headwater streams – 
not only for their productive spawning habitat, 
but also for the cool clean water that keeps the 
mainstem rivers fishing all summer long.

Responsible public lands management that maintains clean, fishable waters directly affects the success of 
guides and outfitters as well as the experience enjoyed by recreational anglers— key components that drive boat 
sales. Conservation of watersheds on our public lands is crucial to the continued success of our business.  

Matt Kelley, ClackaCraft, National Sales Representative, Idaho Falls, Idaho

Since Sitka Gear was founded in 2005 we have rap-
idly grown into the leading manufacturer of high-per-

formance hunting gear. 

We recognize that our success is due in large part be-
cause the customers who buy our products have places 
to hunt. Many of our customers are dedicated public 
lands hunters. They tackle the backcountry in pursuit of 
big game in places open to everyone with a harvest tag 
and a desire to hunt.

We recognize many legitimate uses of public lands exist. 
To our company and many of our customers, the most 
important uses are wildlife conservation and access for 
the benefit of hunting. We encourage our nation’s fed-
eral agencies to focus on management activities that 
ensure robust game populations on public lands. 

Conserving this resource is not only important for our 
heritage; it’s important for our bottom line. 

David Brinker, Sitka Gear, Marketing, Bozeman, Montana

Conserving Public Lands is Good for Business



For more than a century, the West, with its vast tracts of 
public lands, has been heavily valued for the natural 

resources that have provided fuel, building materials and 
other commodities and generated jobs and revenue for 
communities, states and schools. 

Nowhere has this been more true than in the Rocky Moun-
tain West. The names of historic towns spread across the 
region are testament to the generations who have made 
their livelihoods from the land – Silverton, Golden, Marble, 
Diamondville and Colstrip. 

Even as the old names remain, however, the nature of the 
region is changing. The open spaces, wildlife, forested 
mountains and remote canyons are increasingly seen not 
just as sources of commodities. They also are prized for 
the recreation and tourism they sustain and as magnets 
for retirees, businesses and professionals in search of 
high quality of life. 

“Conserving Lands and Prosperity: Seeking a Proper Bal-
ance Between Conservation and Development in the Rocky 
Mountain West” is a new report prepared for Sportsmen 
for Responsible Energy Development by Southwick Associ-
ates that explores the economic benefits of public lands 
adjacent to communities in the Rocky Mountain West. The 
report addresses the need to balance responsible devel-
opment with conservation to ensure the best, most secure 
economic future for the region.

Study Area 

“Conserving Lands and Pros-
perity” looks at the relationship 
between land use and econom-
ic growth in seven states in the 
Rocky Mountain West —Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colo-
rado, New Mexico and Arizona. 

The public lands in the seven 
states cover an area about 7.5 
times larger than the state of 
Florida. Public tracts in the re-
gion’s 204 non-metropolitan 
counties are mapped using a 
geographic information system 
to overlay public lands man-
aged for
• conservation/recreation
• development of commodities, i.e. timber, oil and gas
• a combination of the other two categories

Rural counties were chosen because they are more likely to 
have both public lands and natural resource-based jobs.

Focus

The report analyzes data on the management of public lands 
in concert with county-level economic data dating to 1969. His-
toric data are examined to identify the long-term trends in em-
ployment, income and other economic measures by land type. 
Definitions of land use were obtained from the Protected Areas 
Database from the Conservation Biology Institute. Manage-
ment goals for the lands are broad, ranging from wilderness 
preservation to developing oil, gas and other commodities. 

Protected Federal and State Lands in the Rocky Mountain West. 
Source: Conservation Biology Institute (2010).
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Findings

While oil and gas development, mining and other extractive 
industries remain part of the Western economy, employment 
in those sectors has been cyclical. Job growth in mining and 
energy development was strong from 1969 to 1981 but then 
dropped before a surge in oil and gas jobs starting in 2004. 
Overall, employment in commodity production has remained 
flat while the region’s total employment rose 136 percent. Em-
ployment in the services sector has grown and runs the gamut 
from retail to professional services such as medical, legal, ac-
counting and other skilled positions. The expansion of jobs in 
that sector has helped diversify rural economies in the West. 

The report’s findings demonstrate that while commodity pro-
duction from public lands remains an important part of the 
Rocky Mountain West’s economy, jobs in mining, oil and gas 
development and other extractive industries rise and fall based 
on such factors as global commodity prices, foreign competi-
tion and resource availability. In 2009, commodity production 
– energy development, mining, agriculture and logging – made 
up slightly more than 4 percent of the region’s total employ-
ment.

The West is defined by its public lands. More than half of the re-
gion’s land is managed by the federal and state governments. 
The West, and particularly the Rocky Mountain region, also has 
long been defined by the extractive industries seen as its eco-
nomic bedrock – mining, logging and oil and gas drilling. How-
ever, hunting, angling, wildlife watching and tourism are also 
important and have helped sustain rural communities through 
the ups and downs of energy development. Cody, Wyo., which 
the report highlights in a case study, is surrounded by public 
lands and owes about 10 percent of its jobs to direct spending 
on fishing, hunting and wildlife viewing.

Conclusions

Public lands in the Rocky Mountain West provide raw ma-
terials – oil, gas, gold, coal, timber – that have helped drive 
the economy and cast the region as one dominated by 
extractive industries. Commodity-based employment has 
been cyclical and suffered more severe downturns than 
other industries. Commodity-based jobs have become a 
smaller part of the overall economy while the service in-
dustry, which includes high-paying, skilled positions, has 
expanded and helped diversify the economy. The region’s 
public lands managed for conservation and recreation 
draw tourists, people looking for a certain lifestyle, retir-
ees and businesses hoping to draw workers. They provide 
opportunities for fishing, hunting, hiking, rafting and other 
activities that enhance the quality of life and generate jobs 
and revenue, helping buoy rural areas when more cyclical 
industries experience down-turns. 

Western communities need the energy and materi-
als provided by logging, mining and oil and gas drilling. 
Residents and tourists also want the quality of life and 
economic benefits provided by the region’s fish, wildlife, 
scenic landscapes and outdoor recreation. This report’s 
findings underscore the prudence of balancing the use of 
public lands between responsible development and con-
servation of the New West’s version of riches – protected 
watersheds, viable wildlife and fish populations, clean air 
and places to get away from crowds, roads and noise. Con-
serving public lands can ensure the benefits are enjoyed 
for years to come. 

Total full-time and part-time employment by industry, 2009. All counties 
in the Rocky Mountain West.  

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis (2011)
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Jeff Mead and his family 
have made a living out of what might be a vaca-

tion for many people – riding horseback through 
the backcountry in Colorado’s mountains, track-
ing deer, elk and bears.

Mead and his family have run Mamm Peaks Out-
fitters for about 26 years. He and his two sons 
typically hire at least one other person. They lease 
private, Bureau of Land Management and U.S. 
Forest Service land for his hunting guide business. 

Some of his grandchildren have started taking 
the trips through the roadless areas in the White 
River National Forest. Mead hopes his children 
and their children can carry on the hunting guide 
business if they want to. For that to happen, Mead 
said, the public lands so important for fishing, 
hunting and recreation will have to remain acces-
sible to the public and crucial wildlife habitat will 
have to be conserved.

Mead saw his business drop off a few years ago 
when a company started drilling for natural gas 
on land where he takes his clients. After some 
wrangling in federal court, the company now stays 
off the roadless forest land and drills horizontally 
from adjacent property.

Business has picked up again, thanks to changes 
in the energy operations and an improving econ-
omy, Mead said.  Most of his clients have hunted 
with him for at least 15 years, some driving from 
Michigan and Wisconsin. 

“The hunters bring a lot of money into the 
state. Hunters buy fuel. They always get a 
motel... they’re eating dinners.’’ 

Jeff  Mead, Owner, Mamm Peaks Outfitters

Jeff Mead

Lew Carpenter

“The results show that conserving public 
lands is important to maintaining hunting, 
fishing and outdoor recreation, sustain-
able industries that are important to the 
continued economic vitality of rural West-
ern communities.”

Southwick Associates

Ann Morgan

Dwayne Meadows
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 ▪ Counties with a higher percentage of public 
lands managed for conservation and recreation re-
port higher levels of job and population growth than 
those with higher percentages of lands managed for 
commodity production. 

 ▪ From 1969 to 2009, the top 50 counties with the 
highest percentage of land managed for conserva-
tion had higher per capita income growth rates (near-
ly 1100 percent) compared to those 50 counties with 
higher percentages of land managed for resource de-
velopment (approximately 970 percent).

 ▪ In 2009, the average per capita income in the 
top 50 counties where public lands were managed 
for conservation and recreation was about $38,000. 
It was approximately $30,000 in the top 50 coun-
ties where public lands were intensively managed for 
natural resource extraction.

 ▪ From 1970-2000, the populations of the top 50 
counties with lands managed for conservation and 
recreation grew 122 percent. In contrast, the popula-
tions of the top 50 counties with lands managed for 
natural resource development grew 40 percent.

 ▪ The top 50 counties with lands managed for 
conservation and recreation recorded a 269 per-
cent growth in jobs from 1969 to 2000. The top 50 
counties with lands managed for natural resource 
development saw employment increase 76 percent 
increase in the same time period.

 ▪ In 2004, the median housing value was $168,004 
in the top 50 counties with the highest percentage of 
land managed for conservation and recreation. The 
median housing value was $87,885 for the top 50 
counties with the highest percentage of land man-
aged for natural resource development.

 ▪ Studies show that environmental amenities pro-
mote growth, indicating that scenic beauty and rec-
reational opportunities attract new residents and 
business owners to the West. Natural amenities also 
support employment by attracting people with a va-
riety of skills in such fields as science, technology, 
health care, the arts and entertainment.

Sportsmen for Responsible Energy Develop-
ment is a coalition of more than 500 business-
es, organizations and individuals dedicated 
to conserving irreplaceable habitats so future 
generations can hunt and fish on public lands. 
The coalition is led by the National Wildlife 
Federation, Trout Unlimited, and the Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership.

www.sportsmen4responsibleenergy.org
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and Development in the Rocky Mountain West 

LANDS & PROSPERITY:

The Rocky Mountain West, with its vast 
tracts of public lands, has long been val-

ued for the natural resources that provide 
fuel, building materials and other commodi-
ties and generate jobs and revenue for com-
munities, states and schools. Public lands 
also have been prized for hunting and fishing 
opportunities and are increasingly seen as a 
magnet for tourists, retirees, businesses and 
professionals in search of a high quality of life.

“Conserving Lands and Prosperity: Seeking 
a Proper Balance Between Conservation 
and Development in the Rocky Mountain 
West” is a new report prepared for Sports-
men for Responsible Energy Development 
by Southwick Associates that explores the 
economic benefits of public lands adjacent 
to rural communities. The report addresses 
the need to balance responsible develop-
ment with conservation to ensure the best, 
most secure economic future for the region.

“Conserving Lands and Prosperity” is a new report presented by 
Sportsmen for Responsible Energy Development. To read the en-
tire report, please visit www.sportsmen4responsibleenergy.org
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David Brinker

Matt Kelley

For more than 30 years, ClackaCraft has been 
producing an extensive line of drift boats de-

signed to meet the needs of professional fishing 
guides and recreational anglers alike. 

ClackaCraft is so confident in the durability of 
our product that we offer a 100-year guaran-
tee on each and every hull we build. What we 
can’t guarantee, however, are world-class rivers 
with ample fish populations. Many of the West’s 
great rivers, such as the Henry’s Fork, Green and 
Madison, are sourced from headwaters located 
on federal public lands. ClackaCraft and our cus-
tomers depend on these headwater streams – 
not only for their productive spawning habitat, 
but also for the cool clean water that keeps the 
mainstem rivers fishing all summer long.

Responsible public lands management that maintains clean, fishable waters directly affects the success of 
guides and outfitters as well as the experience enjoyed by recreational anglers— key components that drive boat 
sales. Conservation of watersheds on our public lands is crucial to the continued success of our business.  

Matt Kelley, ClackaCraft, National Sales Representative, Idaho Falls, Idaho

Since Sitka Gear was founded in 2005 we have rap-
idly grown into the leading manufacturer of high-per-

formance hunting gear. 

We recognize that our success is due in large part be-
cause the customers who buy our products have places 
to hunt. Many of our customers are dedicated public 
lands hunters. They tackle the backcountry in pursuit of 
big game in places open to everyone with a harvest tag 
and a desire to hunt.

We recognize many legitimate uses of public lands exist. 
To our company and many of our customers, the most 
important uses are wildlife conservation and access for 
the benefit of hunting. We encourage our nation’s fed-
eral agencies to focus on management activities that 
ensure robust game populations on public lands. 

Conserving this resource is not only important for our 
heritage; it’s important for our bottom line. 

David Brinker, Sitka Gear, Marketing, Bozeman, Montana

Conserving Public Lands is Good for Business



 ▪ Counties with a higher percentage of public 
lands managed for conservation and recreation re-
port higher levels of job and population growth than 
those with higher percentages of lands managed for 
commodity production. 

 ▪ From 1969 to 2009, the top 50 counties with the 
highest percentage of land managed for conserva-
tion had higher per capita income growth rates (near-
ly 1100 percent) compared to those 50 counties with 
higher percentages of land managed for resource de-
velopment (approximately 970 percent).

 ▪ In 2009, the average per capita income in the 
top 50 counties where public lands were managed 
for conservation and recreation was about $38,000. 
It was approximately $30,000 in the top 50 coun-
ties where public lands were intensively managed for 
natural resource extraction.
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tions of the top 50 counties with lands managed for 
natural resource development grew 40 percent.

 ▪ The top 50 counties with lands managed for 
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cent growth in jobs from 1969 to 2000. The top 50 
counties with lands managed for natural resource 
development saw employment increase 76 percent 
increase in the same time period.

 ▪ In 2004, the median housing value was $168,004 
in the top 50 counties with the highest percentage of 
land managed for conservation and recreation. The 
median housing value was $87,885 for the top 50 
counties with the highest percentage of land man-
aged for natural resource development.

 ▪ Studies show that environmental amenities pro-
mote growth, indicating that scenic beauty and rec-
reational opportunities attract new residents and 
business owners to the West. Natural amenities also 
support employment by attracting people with a va-
riety of skills in such fields as science, technology, 
health care, the arts and entertainment.

Sportsmen for Responsible Energy Develop-
ment is a coalition of more than 500 business-
es, organizations and individuals dedicated 
to conserving irreplaceable habitats so future 
generations can hunt and fish on public lands. 
The coalition is led by the National Wildlife 
Federation, Trout Unlimited, and the Theodore 
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership.
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