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Our Work

National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is a nonprofit conservation, 
education, and advocacy organization whose mission is to inspire 
Americans to protect wildlife for our children’s future. Founded 
in 1936, NWF has emerged as the nation’s premier grassroots 
conservation organization with four million members and 
supporters. 

NWF’s Rocky Mountain Regional Center collaborates with 
partners in seven Western states to successfully protect Western 
landscapes and wildlife. We engage conservationists, outdoor 
sportsmen, and families in policies and programs advocating for 
the well-being of our natural resources and wildlife habitat.    

Our Affiliates
NWF affiliates operate on the grassroots level by working 
to educate, encourage, and facilitate the conservation 
efforts of their distinct bases of members and supporters.  

Arizona Wildlife Federation
www.azwildlife.org

Colorado Wildlife Federation
www.coloradowildlife.org

Nebraska Wildlife Federation
www.nebraskawildlife.org

Nevada Wildlife Federation
www.nvwf.org 

New Mexico Wildlife Federation
www.nmwildlife.org

Wyoming Wildlife Federation
www.wyomingwildlife.org
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The National Wildlife Federation’s Rocky Mountain 
Region encompasses some of our nation’s most iconic 
and wild landscapes where we can enjoy open spaces, 

abundant wildlife, clean air, and fresh water. This region 
exemplifies the great American West, where the quality of our 
natural resources is tied to the quality of our communities and 
our way of life.  

Among its many treasures, this region includes the wildflower 
carpeted alpine meadows of the Rockies in Colorado, pronghorn 
migration routes on the sagebrush steppe in Wyoming,  
waterfowl-rich waters of the South Platte in Nebraska, high 
desert grasslands in New Mexico, biologically diverse Sonoran 
desert lands in Arizona, and the Great Basin country of Utah 
and Nevada.

From the region’s cities to its farms and ranches to its 
backcountry and wilderness, we are blessed with access to nature. 
But we cannot take this for granted, either for ourselves or for 
future generations. We work to connect, protect, and restore 
these natural resources and our ability to enjoy them.

Please join us in connecting kids and families to the outdoors and 
in protecting threatened wildlife and habitat.

Ann J. Morgan
Regional Executive Director



NWF provides a framework to help educators green their 
schools - from the physical school grounds and building 
to the student experience. Through NWF’s Eco-Schools and 
Schoolyard Habitats programs, thousands of schools across 
the country have created and used outdoor classrooms for 
cross-curricular learning. We have also trained community 
members to support these schools and improve habitat in
 other

 
public spaces or in their own backyards. With over 6,000 certified wildlife habitats in the 

region, we are contributing important green space to families and wildlife.

Pioneers traveling along the Oregon Trail from Western 
Nebraska through Wyoming and southern Idaho and into 
eastern Oregon called their travel an 800-mile journey 
through a sea of sagebrush. Today, the Sagebrush Sea is 
one of the most endangered landscapes in North America. 
The threats include livestock grazing, energy development, 
agriculture, roads, fences, power lines and pipelines, off-
road vehicle use, urban sprawl, mining, unnatural fire, and invasive weeds. NWF has been 
collecting data on the vitality of the Sagebrush Sea and the wildlife that depend on it. In 2011, 
we completed a comprehensive report on the “Potential Impact of Energy Development on 
Big Game and Sage Grouse Populations in Selected Areas in Southern Wyoming and Northern 
Colorado.” The data provide valuable information for both citizens and policy-makers as we 
strive to protect one of America’s vanishing landscapes.

The Powder River Basin of southeastern Montana 
and northeastern Wyoming is the most active area 
in the country for coal mining and coal bed methane 
development; the massive energy development in the 
region contributes more than 14 percent of the total 
U.S. climate pollution, disturbs the landscape, pollutes 
the air, and endangers fish and wildlife such as the 
threatened greater sage-grouse. Along with partners, we’ve conducted energy efficiency 
and renewable energy trainings for community members and made tribal buildings more 
energy efficient. We work closely with our tribal partners to make sure that the air and 
water quality on the Reservation stays clean and that the tribes have a say in energy 
development decisions in the region. 

Only ten percent of kids get regular time outdoors. NWF strives for 
societal solutions to the damaging trend of an “indoor childhood” by 
working with partners and legislators to advocate for state policies 
addressing the need to get kids outdoors. For example, in Colorado 
we were instrumental in passing the Colorado Kids Outdoors Act. We 
identify resources and opportunities in multiple agencies — education, 
health, parks & wildlife, agriculture, and others — to strengthen 
and increase state programs and also build support for community 
programs that connect children and families with nature in our great 
Western states.

For more than two decades, NWF and the Inter Tribal Bison Cooperative 
have been planning and preparing to restore Yellowstone bison to tribal 
lands. After a century and a half, genetically pure, wild bison once again 
roam Indian lands in Montana. Since the 1990s, thousands of bison 
that roamed into Montana have been killed because of fears about 
the disease brucellosis; Indian tribes and NWF have long championed 
the quarantine and relocation of healthy bison as the common-sense 
solution. The return of wild bison to tribal lands is a major milestone in 
efforts to return an iconic North American species to the landscape and 
restore important elements of Native American culture.  

NWF is “building a movement” of activists. In 2006, NWF began a project 
titled “Hunters and Anglers Defending Western Public Lands.’’ The 
objective is to organize hunters and anglers to speak up on behalf of 
conserving wildlife habitat and opportunities for outdoor recreation 
on America’s public lands. At the federal level, NWF works to ensure 
that laws governing public lands and the funding and enforcement of 
those laws serve the needs of fish and wildlife. In the region, NWF works 
with public land managers, state wildlife agencies, conservationists, 
and others to conserve important habitats. Most recently, the primary 
focus has been to halt irresponsible oil and gas drilling on vital fish 
and wildlife areas. In the past five years, we have achieved permanent 

protections for more than a million acres of public land as well as better conservation of sage-
grouse and big game habitats on millions of acres affected by energy development.
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BE OUT THERE
nwf.org/get-outside

TRIBAL LANDS CONSERVATION
nwf.org/tribalprogram

PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS
ourpubliclands.org

The Tribal Lands Conservation Program 
partners with sovereign tribal nations to solve 
today’s conservation challenges for future 
generations. Our tribal work is headquartered 
out of NWF’s Rocky Mountain Regional 
Center and includes staff on the ground from 
Montana to Arizona. We work nationwide with 
tribes to: 

• Protect wildlife
• Advance land stewardship
• Safeguard water resources
• Provide environmental education
• Combat climate change

Children are spending half the time outdoors 
that they did 20 years ago and school kids 
are tied to an electronic screen upwards of 
seven hours a day. Research has linked these 
behaviors to a growing body of negative 
consequences. The benefits of youth spending 
time outdoors are many: healthier, better 
behaved kids, less depression, improved 
grades in school and a better ability to 
make friends. NWF is working to restore 
and develop avenues to connect youth and 
families with nature and these benefits. 
Knowing that the future of conservation rests 
with tomorrow’s leaders, it is imperative to 
ensure kids have a chance to fall in love with 
wildlife and the great outdoors.

The primary mission of our program is 
to conserve essential habitats to sustain 
healthy populations of native fish and 
wildlife now and for the future. America’s 
public lands provide an essential reservoir 
of habitat at a time when wildlife is losing 
out to subdivisions, shopping malls, and road 
construction. Moreover, if global warming 
produces just some of the predicted changes 
in climate and vegetation, wildlife will require 
large swaths of unfragmented habitat 
connected by migration pathways to move 
and survive. Public lands could provide much 
of the necessary habitat – if we can keep 
them intact. 

HUNTERS & ANGLERS DEFENDING PUBLIC LANDS

RETURNING WILD BISON TO TRIBAL LANDS

GETTING KIDS OUTDOORS

SAVING THE SAGEBRUSH SEA

DEVELOPING ALTERNATIVES TO DIRTY FUELS

ECO-SCHOOLS & HABITAT GARDENS


