Congratulations on your new Certified Wildlife Habitat! 

The media in your area will be interested in hearing about your efforts to garden for wildlife. Use this sample to create your own media release with specific information about your efforts. When complete, submit to your local newspaper, TV, news websites and radio stations. Don’t forget to delete everything in yellow before distributing the press release. Please leave the logo at the top of the release.

Download an editable version of this template here: www.nwf.org/cwhpressrelease
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National Wildlife Federation Certifies New Wildlife Habitat Garden in ____________________[insert Town/City/Community]

Local resident makes a difference to protect wildlife


Media Contact: Cait Fallon, National Wildlife Federation, Phone 303-441-5167, FallonC@nwf.org

________________[insert YOUR CITY, STATE]– ________[insert current date] – The National Wildlife Federation (NWF), America’s largest wildlife conservation and education organization, is pleased that _____________[insert your name] in  ______________[insert your town or city] has successfully created a Certified Wildlife Habitat® through its Garden for Wildlife™ movement. 

NWF celebrates this effort to create a garden that supports birds, butterflies, bees, frogs and other local wildlife. Every Certified Wildlife Habitat garden provides natural sources of food, water, cover and places to raise young and is maintained in a sustainable way that incorporates native plants, conserves water and doesn’t rely on pesticides. 

Started in 1973, the Garden for Wildlife movement is the nation’s oldest and largest native plant/habitat program, recognizing over 300,000 Certified Wildlife Habitat® gardens across the North America and at 39 embassies worldwide, encompassing an estimated 4 million acres that support wildlife locally. Backyards, urban gardens, school grounds, businesses, places of worship, campuses, parks, farms, zoos, and community landscapes can all be recognized as wildlife habitats through the program. “We are excited about this new Certified Wildlife Habitat®, as it provides native plants and essential habitat elements. Research shows certified properties have the potential to support twice as much wildlife compared to non-certified properties.” Said, Mary Phillips, Head of Garden for Wildlife™/Certified Wildlife Habitat®.   
“Anyone, anywhere can restore wildlife habitat right in their own yards and communities,” said NWF Naturalist David Mizejewski. “Whether you garden in a suburban yard, an urban area or a rural plot of land, you can make a difference for local wildlife. Creating a Certified Wildlife Habitat garden is fun, easy and makes a real difference for neighborhood wildlife. It’s the perfect grassroots way to think globally and act locally and help birds, butterflies, bees and other wildlife,” he added.

PERSONAL QUOTE: Please insert a quote from you about why you created and certified your habitat. Sample: “I enjoy watching wildlife and wanted to do my part to help. Redesigning my yard to make it more inviting to wildlife not only gives me great wildlife watching opportunities, it also helps me to be greener – reducing lawn to mow, cutting down on watering and saving time in the long run to enjoy time outside,” said your name. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HABITAT DESCRIPTION: Please provide a paragraph about your Certified Wildlife Habitat garden, noting things like the kinds of native plants you have, your water source, the wildlife your habitat attracts, changes you’ve made such as eliminating pesticides, saving water, etc. Sample: “My yard used to be boring. After I planted native plants, added a birdbath, put up a birdhouse, and stopped spraying pesticides, my yard is alive with wildlife I hadn’t seen before.” The purpose of this paragraph is to provide an engaging description of your habitat and why it’s special. If you have a photograph of your habitat, send it along with your press release to the newspaper.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Many of NWF’s state affiliate organizations are partners in the Garden for Wildlife movement. Habitats in partnering states have national and state certification. 

Participants who have their wildlife habitat garden certified receive a personalized certificate with a unique habitat number, a one-year membership to NWF with a subscription to National Wildlife magazine, a subscription to the Garden for Wildlife e-newsletter, the exclusive right to post a Certified Wildlife Habitat yard sign and $5.00 off native plants at www.gardenforwildlife.com.

For more information on NWF’s Garden for Wildlife™ movement and how to qualify to have a garden space recognized as a Certified Wildlife Habitat, visit www.nwf.org/garden. To jump start creating your own Certified Wildlife Habitat® order native plant collections for your zip code designed to provide three season bloom at www.gardenforwildlfe.com.

***

About National Wildlife Federation
The National Wildlife Federation is America's largest conservation organization, uniting all Americans to ensure wildlife thrive in a rapidly changing world. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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