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DIGGING DEEPER
“What’s New in the Past?” on pages 14–19 is full
of fascinating dino discoveries! Paleontologists use
several important tools to find prehistoric animals and
to collect data. Sometimes tools and technology are
complex, but sometimes they are as simple as a
measuring tape. Have your children research the tools
and technology paleontologists use in their work, using
the following questions as a guide:
• How do paleontologists know where to start
looking?
• What tools are used at a dig site? How does each
one function/what is its purpose?
tools are required to extract a discovery and
What
•
transport it for further study?
ADAPTING TO SURVIVE
In “Leafy Lookalikes,” pages 24–29, we learn how some
insects have adapted to mimic the leaves in their
environment. Ask your children to research the two types
of adaptations, structural and behavioral. Once they have
defined these terms, ask them to reread the story and
categorize each insect’s adaptations as structural or
behavioral. What evidence did your children use to
categorize each animal?
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE?
We’ve all been spending more time in front of screens,
just like Boomer in “Boomer’s April Fool” on pages
30–32. But as the temperatures begin to warm up and
more wild animals are out and about, this is a great
time to discuss screen time alternatives.
1. Ask the your children, “What are your favorite
things to do that do not require a screen?” Have
them spend two minutes writing down anything
that comes to mind.

2. Each family member shares their list.
3. Ask each child to pick a favorite activity and
write it on a sticky note. The activity can be from
their own list or from the list of another family
member.
4. Now call friends and family to poll them on their
favorite activity. Write each activity on a sticky
note. Organize the notes into a kind of bar graph,
with similar activities grouped together into
columns.
OBSERVING WILDLIFE
Spring is a great time for your children to observe birds
in the backyard and around the neighborhood. After
reading “Sparrows,” pages 33–35, let’s see how many
sparrows (and other bird species) your children can
observe in a week. Before you begin, have each child
estimate the total number of birds they will observe.
Your children will create a five-day observation
journal. Talk with them and reach a consensus about
what data to include, such as weather conditions, time
of day, location, bird identification, and sketches or
color patterns. (If students want help identifying the
birds they see, steer them to allaboutbirds.org, Cornell
Lab’s online bird guide.) Create space each day to come
together and share each family member's observations.
At the end of the week, ask your children to reflect on
what they learned and think about how community
observations can help scientists. Lastly, tally the total
number of birds observed. Whose estimate was closest?
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Boomer’s April Fool
STORY BY KATHY KRANKING; ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP
Later…
Can’t right
now—I’m playing
a cool new
game.

Come on,
Boomer—you’ve
been glued to
that computer
all winter.

Have not!
I’ve also been
watching
TV!

Boomer,

come on out
and enjoy the
beautiful day.

The
Spring has sprung in Deep Green Wood. The sun is shining.
Ranger
leaves and flowers are out. But Boomer Badger is still IN.
Rick Raccoon and Scarlett Fox are worried about him.

Finally, Rick and Scarlett get together to
talk about Boomer’s “screen problem.”

We need to

trick Boomer
into coming out
of his den.

Huh?
Scales made
of GOLD?

30

Maybe
some kind of
April Fool’s
joke!

The next afternoon, Rick and
Scarlett pay Boomer a visit.
Hey, Boomer,
have you heard
about the
golden-crested
wizzle?

Nobody has
seen it yet. But
we’ve found tufts
of its pink fur.

Woo-hoo!
Just got 50
more points!

I want to
find some golden
scales! And I want to
see that wizzle!

Wow, what
a nice day!
Can you tell me
more about the
wizzle?

And some

golden scales
that must have
shed from its
crest.

Well, it
hops on hoofed
feet and makes
a whooping
noise.
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TRADING GREEN TIME
FOR SCREEN TIME
In “Boomer’s April Fool” on pages 30–32, Boomer realizes what he’s been
missing while inside and connected to screens. Take a couple of minutes to
think about what you like to do that does not involve screen time. Then write
these favorite activities on a piece of scratch paper. Choose a template below
and cut it out. Write your list on the template, then hang it in a place where you
will see it often—maybe next to the TV remote control.
Here are some activities that might be on your list: Play a game with a friend
or family member, read Ranger Rick magazine, or sit outside and make nature
observations.
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SUPER CATS HAVING
SUPER ADVENTURES!

ANDY ROUSE/NATUREPL.COM (6); MICHEL &
CHRISTINE DENIS-HUOT/MINDEN PICTURES (7B);
ART BY JOHN GALLAGHER

Hi, everyone!
I’m Max Meow, Cat
Crusader. One day, I was
hanging out with my pal
Mindy in her secret lab, and
something INCREDIBLE
happened: I got super
powers! Now I fly around
fighting bad guys in my
city, Kittyopolis.
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There are some
wild cats that have real-life
super powers. My pal Ranger
Rick asked me to come talk to you
about these AMAZING furry
felines. Let’s check
them out!

Teamwor k!
When superheroes—like the Avengers—get together, their
powers are unstoppable. Getting a hand (or a paw) from
friends always helps me complete my missions, too. The
same thing is true for lions. Most wild cats live alone,
but lions live together in family groups called prides. The
lions’ teamwork helps protect the adult lions and their
cubs. Food is a family affair, too. The females do most
of the hunting together. Then they share the grub with
the others—as you can see in this picture!
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!
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Go
Team!

Super Speed!

This spotted speedster leaves all other land animals in
the dust. The cheetah can run twice as fast as the fastest
human runner. It can reach a speed of more
than 60 miles per hour. That means it could
keep up with a car on the highway!

That guy can
cover 30 feet in
one stride!

7
6

Max Meow, Cat Crusader, introduced us to cats with reallife superpowers in “Super Cats!” on pages 6–11. Choose a
cat you read about in Ranger Rick. Then choose a creative
writing story starter below (or create your own) and write
your own “cat-tastic” adventure.

• You are out bird watching when suddenly you hear . . .
• While playing in the park with friends, you find a photograph tacked to . . .
• You are riding your bike when you see the biggest . . .
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STUDY A SNAG

Snags are dead trees that are still standing. They are
important places for wildlife. Can you spot a snag?
Then can you find signs of animals giving it new life?

Keep a Record!
Date
Location

Time

Helpful Things to Take Along
 agnifying glass
M
Binoculars

Weather

Sketch your snag in the box below. Then look for signs of wildlife.
•F
 rom far away, binoculars may help you see
birds perched atop the snag or peeking out
of holes.
• Close up, use a magnifying glass to search
for insects under the bark.
Describe what you find:
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