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FRONT COVER: Does this ocelot
look ready to leap right off the
cover like a SUPER CAT? If you
want to meet some real feline
superheroes—and a cartoon
one—just turn to page 6.
PHOTO BY PETE OXFORD/MINDEN
PICTURES

PAGES 2–3: Is this an
underwater flash mob, dancing
toward you with a chorus of
snapping claws? No, it’s just a
swarm of little ocean creatures
on the seafloor. They’re often
called tuna crabs because
schools of tuna like to gobble
them up.
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Wildlife Federation, a nonprofit corporation;
11100 Wildlife Center Dr.; Reston, VA 201905362. Periodical postage paid at Herndon,
Virginia, and at additional mailing offices.
Membership: Ranger Rick is available as a
benefit of junior membership in the National
Wildlife Federation; annual dues: $24.95
(10 issues). Add $15 for addresses outside the
United States. Send check to address that
follows, or call 1-800-611-1599.
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D IN N E R T IM E

Ąndrew Lee, a

ge 13

Venus’s flytra
p devouring
a wasp in Ąnd
rew’s
greenhouse.

Can you believe these
six amazing photos of
wildlife were taken by
kids? They’re all winners
in our latest Ranger Rick
Photo Contest! We want
to see YOUR best nature
shots, too. Visit
rangerrick.org/
photo-contest
to learn how you can
enter our next round.

W IN G IN G IT e 12
Wyatt Tolker, ag
d
Butterfly spotte
n
ia
at the Smithson
of
m
National Museu
Natural History.

CO OL CL IM BE R

Sullivan Sog ge, age 12
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Ąnole clinging to the outside
of Sullivan's bedroom
window.
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Nathan Johnson,
age 9

BU SY ĄS Ą BE E

Ąnna Jerabek, age 13
Honey bee visiting a
pear blossom in Ąnna’s
front yard.

Hummingbird getting
ready to slurp nectar
from flowers in
Nathan’s yard.
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RATE THIS
ISSUE

YO U’V E GOT MĄ IL!

Evelyn Ąlbright, age 11
Ą pair of young raccoons,
just hanging out on a
neighbor’s mailbox.

What do you
think about this
month’s issue
of Ranger Rick?
Scan this QR code to take
our survey.
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Hi, everyone!
I’m Max Meow, Cat
Crusader. One day, I was
hanging out with my pal
Mindy in her secret lab, and
something INCREDIBLE
happened: I got super
powers! Now I fly around
fighting bad guys in my
city, Kittyopolis.
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Super Speed!
This spotted speedster leaves all other land animals in
the dust. The cheetah can run twice as fast as the fastest
human runner. It can reach a speed of more
than 60 miles per hour. That means it could
keep up with a car on the highway!
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That guy can
cover 30 feet in
one stride!

ANDY ROUSE/NATUREPL.COM (6); MICHEL &
CHRISTINE DENIS-HUOT/MINDEN PICTURES (7B);
ART BY JOHN GALLAGHER

There are some
wild cats that have real-life
super powers. My pal Ranger
Rick asked me to come talk to you
about these AMAZING furry
felines. Let’s check
them out!

Teamwork!
When superheroes—like the Avengers—get together, their
powers are unstoppable. Getting a hand (or a paw) from
friends always helps me complete my missions, too. The
same thing is true for lions. Most wild cats live alone,
but lions live together in family groups called prides. The
lions’ teamwork helps protect the adult lions and their
cubs. Food is a family affair, too. The females do most
of the hunting together. Then they share the grub with
the others—as you can see in this picture!

MUNCH!
Go
Team!
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Sky-High Climber
Hellooooo, up there! The snow leopard lives high in
snowy, cold mountains in Asia—higher up than any
other cat. Those big, wide paws are great for climbing
and for walking on snow. And look at its super-long
tail! It helps the cat balance when running—and even
when peering over steep mountainsides!

Some people
call snow leopards
“ghost cats” because
they’re hard
to find.

Aqua Cat!
Water is kryptonite for house cats, but
not the fishing cat. It has no problem diving
into water to grab its next meal. Waterproof
fur keeps its skin dry. Partly webbed paws
act as paddles. And its tail acts as the
rudder of a boat, helping the cat turn
quickly underwater. In its wetland home
in Asia, this animal dives to stay alive!
8

The

KUMAR /FELIS IMAGES /NPL/
SYLVAIN CORDIER/NATUREPL.COM (8T); ANJANI
RN/BIA/ MINDEN PICTURES (9T)
MINDEN PICTURES (8-9B); MARION VOLLBO

Leaper!
MEOW-ZA! That bird thought
it was safe in the air. Not with
the caracal (KAIR-uh-kal)
around! This cat can leap 12 feet
off the ground—as high as two
men standing on top of each
other—and catch birds in mid-air.
These two caracals are just
babies, but they seem well on
their way to becoming
unbe-LEAP-able hunters!

ZAP!

But the pipefish does not want to become Harry’s lu
It twists. Harry twists. It spins. Harry spins. Until fina

I’m
O-FISH-ALLY
impressed!
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S P I D E R - C AT !
No, this photograph
isn’t sideways. The
margay is one of the
only cats that can climb
headfirst down a tree
with perfect control. It’s
one of the best climbers
in the cat family. In fact,
the margay is more at
home in trees than on
the ground!

Hey,
Spider-Man—
look and
learn!
10

JUAN CARLOS VINDAS
ALFARO (10); DANIEL J. COX/
NATURAL EXPOSURES (11)
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Iron Jaws
CHOMP! Jaguars have the most powerful jaws of
any cat. In this picture, the caiman, a crocodile cousin,
is not having a good day. This reptile has bony plates
under its very thick skin. But the jaguar’s teeth sink
right into it!
Uh-oh. Is this jaguar looking at me? I’m outta here!

Thanks
for coming on
my super cat
adventure!
You can join me on
more adventures in
the Max Meow: Cat
Crusader book series,
written by Ranger Rick’s
Art Director, John Gallagher.
11

by Anne Cissel

Look at You, Elephant Shrew!
This cute little fellow is a
Somali sengi (SEN-jee), a type
of elephant shrew. Elephant
shrews are not elephants, and
they are not shrews, either!
They’re just named that because they look like shrews and
they have long, twisty, trunk-like
noses. (Good for sniffing out
insects to eat.)
For 50 years, scientists had
not glimpsed the Somali sengi.
Was it extinct? In the past, the
animal had been found in the
African country of Somalia.

But scientists decided to look
elsewhere. In 2019, a team of
scientists went to Djibouti (jihBOO-tee), a neighbor to Somalia, to seek the tiny mammal.
In the first trap they set—
surprise!—they caught one! The
best news? The scientists
learned not only
that Somali
sengis still
exist, but

also that they aren’t even
endangered. These furry
creatures are each only a few
inches long. But they brought
heaps of happiness to mammal
scientists!

STEVEN HERITAGE/DUKE UNIVE

RSITY LEMUR CENTER (T); KEVIN

SCHAFER (B)
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If you discovered that this mystery animal is a maleo,
you’re right! When it’s time to lay eggs, maleos gather
in sandy places that are perfect for digging nests.
They don’t keep their eggs warm by sitting on
them, as most birds do. Instead, they just bury them
in the sand and leave them behind. They dig down to
where the temperature is just right for the chick that will
grow inside each egg. When a chick hatches, it digs its
way to the surface. And since it’s already feathered and
ready to fly, off it goes to find food on its own.
We received lots of postcards with the correct ID. The
10 we picked “out of the hat” were from Mazie Alvarez,
Kate Burnett, Melanie Fujikawa, Miles Kaste, Ciera
Mickelson, Ali Resendiz, Maria Trujillo, Sam Wagner,
Harper Wise, and Bradey Woods. Congratulations!
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SPY Eggs

ART BY JOHN GALLAGHER; BEE ART BY DANIELLE JONES

When it comes to saving wildlife, sometimes a
little sneakiness isn’t such a bad thing. In Costa Rica,
a country in Central America, people were stealing sea
turtle eggs to sell as food. This is a problem because all
seven species of sea turtles are struggling to survive.
Pollution, climate change, and other threats are harming these beautiful animals. Scientists wondered how
they could find out who was taking the eggs. Two types
of technology came to the rescue!
First, scientists used a 3-D printer to create lifelike
turtle eggs. It took a while to make the perfect fake
egg. Unlike a chicken egg, a sea turtle egg is soft,
squishy, and about the size of a ping pong ball. Once
the scientists printed a bunch of eggs, they put trackers
inside them. The scientists could then use their smartphones to find out where the eggs went. They called
them “InvestEGGator” eggs.
It worked! Several people took the fake eggs, and
scientists were able to track where the eggs were sold.
This information will help stop the egg thieves and give
real sea turtle eggs a chance to hatch. And that’s an
EGG-cellent result!

ER in a Red Lobster?
T
S
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O
L
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One day last summer, employees at a Red Lobster seafood
restaurant in Ohio opened a big container of live lobsters. These lobsters are
almost always brownish in color while alive, but, in this batch, the people noticed
something really odd:
a rare blue lobster.
They named the
lobster Clawde, after the
restaurant’s mascot. Only
one in two million lobsters is blue,
so the restaurant’s manager
knew it had to be saved. A zoo in Akron, Ohio,
volunteered to take the lobster. During Clawde’s
first checkup, experts at the zoo realized “he” was a
“she”! Her name was quickly changed to Clawdia.
Today, Clawdia has a permanent home at
the zoo, where she can live out her days
far away from anyone’s dinner plate.
COURTESY AKRON ZOO
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Dig in and check
out these latest
dinosaur discoveries.

people looking for dinosaur
bones, lots of discoveries
are being made.
The bones are preserved
as fossils inside layers of
rock. About 50 new dino
species are found each
year—that’s nearly one
a week! The bones are
out there, just waiting for
someone to dig them up!

Baby Giant
Lived 80 million years ago
Discovered in Argentina
Scientists know for sure that dinosaurs laid eggs. They have found
many dino egg fossils, even some
with bones of baby dinosaurs
inside them. Unfortunately, these
tiny bones are very delicate. And
after being buried in rock for
millions of years, they’re usually
so squashed that it’s hard to tell
what they originally looked like.
But now a perfectly preserved
baby dino skull has been discovered! The skull is only about the
size of a grape. It belonged to a
baby titanosaur (see the adult
titanosaurs on the next page).
By studying it, scientists found
that the baby had forward-facing
eyes, unlike the adults, which had
eyes that faced to the sides. And
on its snout, it had a small horn!

DR. LUIS CHIAPPE &
STEPHANIE ABRAMOWICZ

Ever since the first Jurassic
Park movie came out in
the 1990s, people have
gotten really interested
in dinosaurs. In the last
30 years, the number of
paleontologists (pay-lee-onTAHL-uh-justs), or scientists
who study dinosaurs, has
quadrupled! With so many

What’s New

This cute baby dinosaur
skull was found in perfect
shape.
14

in the Past?

by Kathy Kranking
art by James Gurney

Humongous Find

(Patagotitan mayorum)
Lived 95–100 million years ago
Discovered in Argentina
Gigantic titanosaurs were like long-necked prehistoric cows,
spending their days peacefully grazing on plants. Now scientists
have unearthed the most complete skeleton ever found of a giant
titanosaur. And it’s a brand-new species! This dinosaur is one of the
largest animals that ever lived. It was longer than a blue whale and
heavier than 10 African elephants. Its thighbone alone was 2 feet
taller than any of the people who dug it up. But as big as the
gigantic dino was, scientists studying its bones
think it may not have even been fully grown!

This titanosaur is so big, its
head extends out the doorway
of this room at the American
Museum of Natural History.
D. FINNIN/©
©AMNH
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ケラトプスユウタ/ CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTIONSHARE ALIKE 4.0 INTERNATIONAL LICENSE

This nodosaur fossil looks as if
it’s just sleeping and could wake
up at any second!

Dino Mummy?

(Borealopelta markmitchelli)
Lived 110 million years ago
Discovered in Canada
Millions of years ago, an armored dinosaur called a nodosaur (NOH-duh-sor) ate its last meal.
Then, for some reason, the nodosaur died. And after millions of years, scientists dug up its
fossilized body. This turned out to be an amazing discovery. With most fossils, bones are all
that’s left of an animal. But this nodosaur’s skin and spiky armor were all well preserved. And
instead of being squished or flattened, the body was still in its original shape. It looked very
much as it would have looked when the dino was alive. And as a bonus, that last meal—ferns
and other plants—was perfectly preserved, as well!
16

River Monster

(Spinosaurus aegyptiacus)
Lived 90–100 million years ago
Discovered in Morocco, North Africa
Dinosaurs certainly ruled on land. But scientists have
long wondered whether any dinos were swimmers.
The few fossils found of Spinosaurus—possibly the
biggest meat-eating dinosaur—hinted it could have
lived in rivers. For example, its teeth were similar to a
crocodile’s, good for catching slippery fish. And its feet
were flat and paddle-like. But did it actually swim? Now
a new discovery seems to give the answer: Fossils of
Spinosaurus’s tail show it was paddle-shaped, like a
giant fin. It’s the best evidence yet that this dino
could swim and probably spent most of its
life in the water.

KABACCHI/CREATIVE COMMONS
ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC LICENSE

cc

A new fossil discovery shows
that Spinosaurus is the first
known swimming dinosaur.
17

Long-Lost Cousin

(Thanatotheristes degrootorum)
Lived 79 million years ago
Discovered in Canada

The shaded areas show
the missing parts of this
dino’s toothy jaws.
JARED VORIS
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Tyrannosaurs, such as T. rex, were
famously fierce. Razor-sharp teeth and
strong jaws made them super predators.
Now a new tyrannosaur has been discovered that lived 12 million years earlier than
its bigger cousin, T. rex. The new dino,
nicknamed “the reaper of death,” preyed
on plant-eating dinos with its nearly
three-inch-long teeth. A set of the fossil
jaws of this dino sat in a museum drawer
for 10 years, until someone finally studied
them and realized they were from a
fierce new species!

Handsome Horns

(Kosmoceratops richardsoni)
Lived 76 million years ago
Discovered in Utah

This dinosaur had 15
horns—more than any
other animal.

Scientists have discovered a number of dinosaurs that had fancy
horns and spikes. But Kosmoceratops was probably the most
amazing of them all. It had a frill with 10 horns on top of its head. It
also had a horn above each eye, a ridge-shaped horn on its nose,
and a horn coming out of each cheek! Scientists think the horns
may have been to attract mates.

WATCH IT!

SCOTT D. SAMPSON, MARK A. LOEWEN, ANDREW A.
FARKE, ERIC M. ROBERTS, CATHERINE A. FORSTER,
JOSHUA A. SMITH, ALAN L. TITUS/CREATIVE
COMMONS ATTRIBUTION 2.5 GENERIC LICENSE

Rangers: Use this
code to see how
artist James Gurney
created these
awesome paintings.
—R.R.
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art by Debbie

Do toads really cause
warts?		
Danielle I., Florida

Why do flies rub their legs
together?
Katie D., Michigan

That’s just an old superstition
that may have started because
toads have warty-looking skin.
Most toads have a poison in
their skin—and some may pee
if you pick them up. But toad
poison and pee don’t cause
warts. Instead, warts are caused
by a virus that spreads from
person to person.
North American toads are
safe to handle. But if their
poison or pee gets into a scratch
on your hands (or in your
mouth) it can burn and sting.
So it makes sense to wash your
hands after handling a toad.

It’s all part of good grooming!
A fly rubs its front legs together
to get rid of bits of dirt and
other “trash” stuck there. A fly
may also clean its head with
its front legs. Grooming is a
natural part of a fly’s behavior.
It’s like a cat cleaning itself by
licking its paws and rubbing
them on its face.

Wart's
up?
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My dad wants to cut down
a dead tree in our backyard.
But aren’t dead trees good
to have around?
Devon W., Massachusetts

Yes, a dead tree
is good to have
around, but only if
there’s not much
risk of it falling
and hurting
someone—or
damaging a
house or car. If
there is a risk,
then maybe
your dad can
at least leave
part of the

Palen

trunk standing. More than
500 species of birds and 300
species of mammals, as well as
many other kinds of animals,
use dead trees for food, nesting
places, or shelter. That’s why
they’re sometimes called
“animal inns”!

Who does the work in a
pride of lions?
Anna V., Tennessee

Female lions do most of it.
Their jobs include much of
the hunting and caring for the
young. All the females in a
pride are related to each other
and work well together.
Still, the males have
responsibilities, too. They
do some hunting and most
of the guarding of the group
and its territory. Males have
to defend themselves against
rival males—sometimes even
fighting to the death.

Where do butterflies sleep?
Shelby J., Virginia

They rest in almost any safe
and sheltered place they can
find! They especially like the

Got a Question?
How do the birds
in a flock tell each
other apart?
Angelica C., Kentucky

undersides of leaves, tree
trunks, and other spots where
birds or other hungry predators
have trouble seeing them.
If you’re outside some
morning before the sun has
warmed things up, who
knows? You might get really,
really lucky and find a resting
butterfly covered in sparkling
droplets of dew—a real
“sleeping beauty”!

Birds can notice small
differences in color, size, and
shape that you’d never see.
They can also recognize even
tiny differences in bird calls
and behavior.
Take a mother and father
penguin. They may have to
find their chick among all the
others in a colony. How do
they do it? They listen for their
own baby’s unique call as
hundreds of other chicks are
squawking. =

If you have a puzzling nature
question that you can’t find an
answer to, send it to me at
Ask Scarlett
c/o Ranger Rick
11100 Wildlife Center Drive
Reston, VA 20190-5362
Email: rick@nwf.org
Or ask your question on video
and submit it at rangerrick.org/
submit-a-video!
We like reading all your questions, but
we can answer only a few of them. All
submissions become the property of the
National Wildlife Federation.
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How do chickens
keep in shape?

They do lots of
eggs-ercises.
Becky C., Michigan

Why did the judge
send the shark to jail?

Because it was
gill-ty.
Calvin R., Nevada

What do angry vultures
say to each other?

“I have a bone
to pick with you!”
Juliana D., California

What’s a cat’s favorite cereal?

Mice Krispies.
Noor Ą., California

?
When do ducks wake up

Ąt the quack of dawn.
Eve T., Rhode Island

What does a mole do
with a banana split?

It digs in!
Emmaus B., Washington

What’s big and gray and
wears glass slippers?

Cinderelephant.
Dana N., Wisconsin

WANT TO JOIN THE FUN? Send your favorite nature riddle with your full name and address to Reader Riddles; Ranger Rick;
11100 Wildlife Center Dr.; Reston, VA 20190-5362; E-mail: rick@nwf.org. We like reading all the riddles from our readers. We’re
sorry, but there’s room to print only some of them. All submissions become the property of the National Wildlife Federation.
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ART BY MICHAEL SLACK

Animal fun
that lasts
all year long!

Get a year of Zoobooks for $15!
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Subscribe today at rangerrick.org/zoopromo !

A damaged leaf has
started to curl and
turn brown. That’s
no problem for this
katydid, whose
body is a mix of
fresh-leaf green
and dry-leaf brown.

In a lush green rainforest,
this leaf insect blends
right in. If a threat comes
too close, the insect has
another trick to play: It
turns up its tail and flashes
a pair of spots that look
like big, scary eyes.
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by Hannah Schardt

This very hungry
unicorn moth
caterpillar
nibbles on the
green edge of
a leaf. From
a distance,
the caterpillar
matches the
brown, driedup edge on the
leaf’s other side.

Wait a minute. Isn’t this
supposed to be a magazine
about ANIMALS? So, what’s
with all these pictures of
leaves?

If you take a good look, you’ll figure it out
pretty quickly: There’s an animal hidden in
each of these photos. Each animal has a
body with just the right color, pattern, and
shape to help it blend in with a leafy plant.
When you’re a small animal, bigger
animals are always looking to make a meal
of you. So, the best way to survive is to
not be noticed at all. For many animals,
that means matching the plants that grow
where they live.
Many leafy lookalikes also act like
leaves. They may spend a lot of time staying as still as possible. Or they may bob
and sway like leaves waving in the wind.
And, when spooked, they may flutter gently
to the forest floor—just like leaves. That
way, even if a hungry predator
notices the movement, it may
Is this just another fallen
mistake the insect for a not-soleaf settling to the bottom
tasty leaf—and will leaf it alone!
of a riverbed? Nope!
It’s a South American
How good are you at spotting
leaffish doing its best leaf
hidden critters? Turn the page
impression.
and find out!

PIOTR NASKRECKI/MINDEN PICTURES (24, 24-25T);
RÉGIS CAVIGNAUX/BIOSPHOTO (24-25B); PAUL WILLIAMS/NATUREPL.COM (25ML)
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pipefish

Some of the best leaf
pretenders aren’t leaf-green
at all. With its oddly shaped,
dull-brown wings, this comma
butterfly hanging from a stem
is a dried-up leaf’s twin.
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ALEX HYDE (26L); ART WOLFE (26-27T); JONATHAN BIRD/BLUE PLANET ARCHIVE (26-27B);
ROBERT THOMPSON/MINDEN PICTURES (27BR)

Cryptic means “hidden” or
“hard to figure out.” Can YOU
figure out where this cryptic
grasshopper ends and a holey
leaf begins?

Like the seagrass
around them, two
ghost pipefish sway
gently in the water,
unnoticed by bigger
animals. They float
mouth-side down,
barely moving as they
slurp up tiny shrimplike animals from the
seafloor.

Resting on a fallen
autumn leaf, a chestnut
moth is nearly invisible—
as long as it stays still.
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EMANUELE BIGGI (28T); PETE OXFORD/NATUREPL.COM (28B); QUENTIN MARTINEZ/BIOSPHOTO (29T); ALEX MUSTARD (29B)

Keep your eyes on the
ground! Nestled into leaf
litter on the forest floor, a
horned frog (above) and an
imperial moth (below) are
nearly impossible to spot.
The frog’s pointy “horns” and
spotted skin give it a leaf-like
look. And the moth’s rounded
wings make it look like just
another yellow leaf.
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A leaf-tailed gecko is pretty common in
its Madagascar home, but people—and
predators—rarely spot it. Can you see
why? As the gecko clings to a branch,
looking like a dead leaf, only its shiny
eye gives it away!

The weedy ruffles on these
leafy seadragons aren’t fins.
They just help the fish blend
in with the seaweed around
them. Some animals look like
a single leaf or just a part of
a leaf. But a leafy seadragon
could pass for a whole bunch
of seaweed! =
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Boomer’s April Fool
STORY BY KATHY KRANKING; ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP
Later…
Can’t right
now—I’m playing
a cool new
game.

Come on,
Boomer—you’ve
been glued to
that computer
all winter.

Have not!
I’ve also been
watching
TV!

Boomer,
come on out
and enjoy the
beautiful day.

Spring has sprung in Deep Green Wood. The sun is shining. The
leaves and flowers are out. But Boomer Badger is still IN. Ranger
Rick Raccoon and Scarlett Fox are worried about him.

Finally, Rick and Scarlett get together to
talk about Boomer’s “screen problem.”

We need to
trick Boomer
into coming out
of his den.

Huh?
Scales made
of GOLD?
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Maybe
some kind of
April Fool’s
joke!

The next afternoon, Rick and
Scarlett pay Boomer a visit.
Hey, Boomer,
have you heard
about the
golden-crested
wizzle?

Nobody has
seen it yet. But
we’ve found tufts
of its pink fur.

Woo-hoo!
Just got 50
more points!

I want to
find some golden
scales! And I want to
see that wizzle!

Wow, what
a nice day!
Can you tell me
more about the
wizzle?

And some
golden scales
that must have
shed from its
crest.

Well, it
hops on hoofed
feet and makes
a whooping
noise.

Like this:
WHOOOP!
WHOOOP!

WHOOOP!
WHOOOP! Here,
wizzle!

If you
call it, Boomer,
it might
come.

Well, I
don’t see a
wizzle anywhere.
But look what I
DO see!

Really?
OK, I’ll
try.

Baby
birds!

They’re
so cute!

Better than
any video
game!

Hey, look
at all those
tadpoles!
Hi, little
fellas.

Look! Pink
fur! The wizzle
was here! But where
could it be now?

Aren’t you
glad you came out
with us, Boomer?
You don’t see stuff
like this when you’re
holed up in your
burrow.

Let’s go
look in Sunny
Meadow.

The next day, Boomer greets Rick
and Scarlett with exciting news.

The sky
is almost as
colorful as the
wildflowers!
It’s getting
late. Maybe we
can hunt for the
wizzle again
tomorrow.

You’re right.
And I’d still like
to find a wizzle
scale.

This was a
great day, even if we
didn’t find the wizzle.
I guess I HAVE been
missing a lot.

Hey, guys!
You’ll never believe
what I found: wizzle
hoof prints!
Huh?
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Come on,
I’ll show
you!

I didn’t
make any
hoof prints.
Did you?

No!

Let’s follow
them!
WHOOOP!

See? It hopped
right through here
on its hooves!
They DO
look kind of
like hoof
prints.

You said the
wizzle was a
made-up
animal!

WHOOOP!
WHOOOP!

Oh, well!

I didn’t at
first. But yesterday,
when I touched that
fur tuft, I got a pink
paw! I figured it was
just raccoon or
fox fur painted
pink!

I hope
you’re not
mad that we
tricked
you.

Nope—I’m
glad. Now I know
I was getting too
much screen time
and not enough
GREEN time!

WHOOOP!
WHOOOP!

But
how did you
make the hoof
prints?

Boomer!
You tricked us
with our own
trick!

Of course
it is. I don’t
know WHAT’S
going on!

How did
you know?

That was easy. I
found a new way to
use my computer
mouse!

END
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Sparrows
by Ellen Lambeth

These small songbirds
may not seem so flashy at
first. But they all deserve a
second look—and a listen.
You might see a sparrow and not notice
any special features at all—just that it’s
small and brown. Even if you can tell
it’s a sparrow, you might have trouble
telling which kind, since there are
many different species. Using a
bird field guide with maps and
descriptions will help you narrow it down.
On these pages, you’ll
meet a few sparrows that
could turn up in your
own neighborhood—
maybe even at a
backyard feeder.
Discover how to
tell them apart.

Song Sparrow
You can find
this sparrow in a
shrubby or wet area,
not too high up.
Look for the brown
streaks on its pale
breast with a big
spot in the center.
And listen for its
loud, lively song.

Rangers: We thank the Macaulay Library
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology for the
bird songs provided here. Learn more
about these sparrows—or any North
American bird—by visiting the Cornell
Lab’s website: allaboutbirds.org.
—R.R.

ALAN MURPHY/BIA/MINDEN PICTURES
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Chipping Sparrow
You can’t miss the bright
rusty cap on this cute
little sparrow’s head. The
bird gets its name from
the sounds it makes. It
“chips” to alert other
chipping sparrows. And
during breeding season,
the male combines rapid
chips into a trilling song.

White-Throated
Sparrow

White-Crowned Sparrow
Can you tell how this sparrow got
its name? It’s easy to see the black
and white stripes on its head. The
bird even seems to be lifting up its
crown feathers a bit here to give
you a better look.
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Like the sparrow at left,
this one also has black
and white stripes on its
head. But the throat patch
is what gives it its name.
And don’t overlook its
bright yellow “eyebrows.”
Some think this sparrow’s
song sounds like Old
Sam Peabody, Peabody,
Peabody. Others think
it sounds like Oh, sweet
Canada, Canada, Canada. What do YOU think
it’s saying?

Fox Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Fox sparrows are big and streaky.
Eastern fox sparrows like this one are
reddish. Western ones are darker.
And like song sparrows, a fox sparrow has a dark splotch in the middle
of its chest. You’ll usually see this
sparrow on the ground, scratching up
little creepy-crawlies to eat.

If you live in the
countryside, you might
hear the bouncingball rhythm of this
sparrow’s song. And if
the bird pops into view,
see if you notice its
pink bill and the white
ring around each eye.

House Sparrow
This is one of the most common birds in
the whole world. It didn’t get its start in the
Americas. People brought some in from
Europe in the 1800s, and the birds spread
far and wide. House sparrows aren’t even
closely related to American sparrows. The
male (above) has a black “bib.” The female
(left) just looks like an ordinary little brown
bird. Wherever people live, you’ll probably
find house sparrows, too. =
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POLLIWOG
Polliwog,
Every day,
Swims and swims
His tail away.

art by Phyllis Saroff

Little Champ,
He just won’t stop.
The goal he’s going for is . . .

H O P!
– Beverly McLoughland

NATURE NOTE
“Polliwog” is another name for a tadpole.
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4

3

6
might
include
seashells

2

1 A

5

A hummingbird

bowl-shaped

in a tree

on
buildings

7

Which nest goes with each
bird? For clues, follow the
lines that link the bird to
information about its nest.
For example, a hummingbird
(A) builds a nest that’s
bowl-shaped, in a tree, and
camouflaged with bits of
green lichen (1).

lined
with grass

on a cliff

C cliff swallow
in a cavity
(hole)

made
of mud

on the
ground

D piping plover

bowl-shaped
pouch-shaped

E Baltimore oriole
few or no
nesting
materials

camouflaged
with lichen

F common murre

8

B macaw

G cardinal

H flamingo
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dandelion patch

3
It’s springtime,
and all kinds
of animals are looking for
fresh food supplies.

flips rocks
to find bugs

4
eats grass
in a meadow

After a long
winter sleep,
a hungry bear leaves its
den to search for food.
Use a ruler to track its
path by drawing lines
from stop sign to stop
sign, in order. The first
one is done for you.

PART 1

5
raids a
beehive in
a dead tree

digs for
grubs
in a log

START

2
munches
blossoms
on a shrub

Four
chipmunks
are hungry, too, but only
one can reach the dandelion
patch without crossing the
bear’s path. (It’s OK to cross
each other’s paths.) Follow
each chipmunk’s tracks to
find out which one.
______________

PART 2

1

Stripe
6
takes a nap

Squeak
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Pip

Chip

D

o

yd
like m ancing
u
yo

Rumble, growl, bellow

A 2 blue-footed booby

Hope she
lik es my
fancy
footwork

alligator

B

shak

shake

e

peacock spider

C

Many male animals look for mates in spring to start new
1 sing a love song
families. They may attract females with special sounds
2 strut your stuff
or groovy moves. They also may warn other males
3 battle it out
away. Which of these 3 strategies are the males
using? The first one is done for you.

Croak !

I win

Ribbit

D

m

f the beac
king o
h
No,
I am

I’

Now
get out
of here

th e

I’m in
tune with
you !

stag beetle

E

frog

F

elephant seal

These animals all have “spring” in
their names. Match each one with the poem that describes it.

A springhare

The Mating Game: A-2,
B-1, C-2, D-3, E-1, F-3

2 ___
See my cute tiptoe hooves?
They give me stick-tight feet.
I can scramble up rocks
To make a quick retreat.

Spring-imals: 1-D, 2-B,
3-C, 4-A
Part 2: Chip
Chip

Squeak

munches
blossoms
on a shrub

1 ___
If a lion comes stalking,
I suddenly leap high.
That confuses my foe
While away I then “fly.”

takes a nap

6

2

Pip

Stripe

START
digs for
grubs
in a log

1
raids a
beehive in
a dead tree

5
eats grass
in a meadow

4

3
dandelion patch

Nest Mess:
1-A, 2-E, 3-F, 4-G, 5-B,
6-H, 7-C, 8-D

D springbok

4 ___
I have ears like a rabbit’s,
And I hop like a kangaroo.
I even dig “mole holes”
And hide in them, too.

flips rocks
to find bugs

3 ___
For a quick getaway,
I have a cool trick:
My tail whacks the ground
and flings me up with a flick.

C springtail

Beware
the
Hungry
Bear:
Part 1:

B klipspringer
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Want to tell Ranger Rick a story or
joke or ask him a question? Visit
rangerrick.org/submit-a-video.

Ą pinkand-purple
treat that’s
sweet.

BZZ–BZZZ!

PHOTO OF COMMON WASP AND FUCHSIA BY
ROBERT THOMPSON/NATUREPL.COM

