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FRONT COVER: This African
wild dog would like to invite you
inside for a look at life in a pack.
Just turn to page 6.
PHOTO BY DICKIE DUCKETT/FLPA/MINDEN
PICTURES

BACK COVER: Everyone knows
that otters just wanna have fun!
But maybe this European otter
isn’t quite ready to give up its
snowball.
PHOTO BY FRANCO BANFI/
NATUREPL.COM >

PAGES 2–3: Does this pair of
Eurasian blue tits meeting at
a heart-shaped lock seem like
a feathered version of Romeo
and Juliet? Let’s wish these
cute, colorful birds a happy
Valentine’s Day!
PHOTO BY FRÉDÉRIC DESMETTE/
BIOSPHOTO/MINDEN PICTURES
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not release children’s names.) If you would
like to be excluded from this service, please
write: Ranger Rick; P.O. Box 3056; Harlan, IA
51593-0120.
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Postmaster: Send address changes to Ranger
Rick; P.O. Box 3056; Harlan, IA 51593-0120.
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OH, DEER!

Almost every day, I see deer
in my
front yard. They usually com
e in
large groups and nibble our pla
nts.
My mother was watching the
m
from our porch one day when
a
large buck stamped his hooves
and
snorted at her. I thought it wa
s so
funny!
Sarah G., Virginia

WILD DISCOVERY

I was walking in a field one day
and
found a really cool deer ant
ler!
Here’s a photo of me holding
it.

Samuel K., Ohio

MOOSE FAN

My favorite animal is the mo
ose.
I’ve been interested in moose
ever
since my family saw some dur
ing our
trip to Alaska. I wish I could
read
about them in your magazine
.

BACKYARD BUDDY

I’ve noticed a large flock of
white
ibises in my neighborhood for
a
few months. One of these bir
ds
strolled into my backyard one
morning. I watched it eat inse
cts
and a litt le lizard, too!
Avalon S., Florida

snow y stories and photos to
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You can, Trina! Check
out this
marvelous moose story
from our
August 2018 issue: ran
gerrick.org/
moose.			
—R.R.

Did you see the otter on the back
cover of this issue? It’s having a
snowball of a time! What kind of fun do
YOU like to have in the snow? What’s
your favorite snow memory? Send your
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RATE THIS
ISSUE

What do you
think about this
month’s issue
of Ranger Rick?
Scan this QR code to take
our survey.

A "VIRTUAL"
SUMMIT
Congratulations to Sidney Rice,
12, the winner of the 2020 Craig
Tufts Educational Scholarship!
This scholarship pays the
way for one nature-loving kid
and an adult family member
to attend the Family Nature
Summit, a week-long outdoor
education camp. Last summer,
the Summit was supposed to be
in the coastal redwoods region
of nor thern California. Here’s
Sidney’s stor y:
“Earth Day 2020 was a very
special one that I will remember
forever. I had a surprise Zoom

call and found out
that I had won
the scholarship
contest . I was
so honored to be
chosen.” Sidney was
also a little shocked
and very excited!
“Unfortunately,” she adds,
“I was not able to go to the
2020 Summit. It had to be
cancelled because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
Instead, Sidney joined a
“Vir tual Summit.” On this
special Zoom call, she learned
more about the
program and saw
pictures from past
Summits. “Now I
get to be excited all
over again for this
coming summer
when I go with
my mom,” Sidney
says. She’ll also be
joined by the 2021
scholarship winner!

Even though Sidney was
looking forward to exploring
coastal tide pools and the
ancient redwood forest,
she’s not easily discouraged.
“Nature has always been
a very big par t of my life,”
she says. “For as long as I
can remember, I have been
exploring bugs, but terflies,
and birds in my yard and in
parks across the country.”
Here she is, with some of
her favorite wild friends. Just
think of all the new bugs,
but terflies, and birds she’ll
discover at the 2021 Family
Nature Summit! =

FAMILY PHOTOS

BE THE NEXT
ADVENTURE WINNER!
NEW YORK
Adirondacks 2021

This summer’s Family Nature Summit will be July 10–16 at
the Silver Bay YMCA on Lake George in the Adirondacks
region of northern New York. For more information
on the Craig Tufts Educational Fund and to apply for this
year’s scholarship, visit familysummits.org/craigtufts.php.
Applications are due by March 19, 2021. Craig Tufts was the
chief naturalist at the National Wildlife Federation, the group
that publishes Ranger Rick.
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SUZI ESZTERHAS/MINDEN PICTURES (6); MICHEL BUREAU/BIOSPHOTO (7)

Hi! I’m a
dog, but not like
the ones you see in
your neighborhood.
I’m an African
wild dog!

6

Welcome to
the Pack
by Ayla the African Wild Dog, as told to Anne Cissel

African wild dogs
“talk” to each
other! They make
a lot of yips and
yaps, squeals and
whines. They also
communicate by
touching and
licking each other.

I may look a little like a pet dog,
but don’t take me home with
you! And please don’t ask me
to play fetch. I am a wild dog,
after all.
People also call African wild
dogs “painted wolves” because
of our splotchy fur coats. (But we
aren’t really wolves.) We each
have our own unique pattern of

brown, white, and black patches
on our fur—no two coats are
alike. This helps us tell each
other apart.
See my big ears? They allow
me to hear danger nearby. Or to
detect the sound of an animal
that could be my next meal.
Not to brag, but we are the best
hunters in Africa—even better

than lions!
But the most important thing
to know about us is how we
stick together, helping each
other survive. I live with my
mom and dad, as well as lots
of brothers, sisters, aunts, and
uncles. We eat, sleep, play, and
hunt together in a pack. Let’s
take a peek at my family life!

7

The African savanna is open
grassland that’s perfect for
chasing prey. The zebras here
don’t have too much to worry
about, though. We usually
hunt smaller animals.

Ready for the Hunt

8

Like pups, grownups often
play-wrestle. It’s just fun
among friends. Check out
those white tail tips. They are
like flags, helping us keep track
of each other during a hunt.

My pack has 15 adults and pups,
but some packs have as many as 30
members. Every healthy adult dog
joins the hunt. The dogs work together so well, they manage to catch
their prey on almost every single
try. When lions, hyenas, and other
predators hunt, their prey is much
more likely to get away than get
caught. Unlike us dogs, they usually
have to try, try again.
Before a hunt, the grownups jump
up and down and greet each other
excitedly. This is called a rally, and
it gets everybody pumped up for the
chase. But do you know how they
decide that it’s time to hunt? They
actually vote—with their noses!
During the rally, dogs will start to
sneeze. The more dogs that sneeze,
the more likely they are to start to
hunt. Might sound funny, but
it’s true!

Working as a team, our
pack members bring this
warthog down quickly.

Chasing Dinner
Our pack members roam far
and wide to find the best food.
In a single day, they might travel
30 miles through the
grasslands and forests
of Africa.
Wild dogs most often
hunt antelopes such as
impalas and gazelles.
The pack can chase an
animal for a long time,
sometimes running at
top speed. Eventually, the
prey gets exhausted. Then
the dogs take the animal
down with their sharp
claws and teeth.

MARTIN HARVEY/NHPA/AVALON.RED (8T);
BURT JONES & MAURINE SHIMLOCK/SECRET
SEA VISIONS (8BL); SUZI ESZTERHAS/MINDEN
PICTURES (8 INSET); SUZI ESZTERHAS (9T);
BENCE MATE/NPL/MINDEN PICTURES (9B)

It’s mine! No, miiiiine!
We pups sometimes tussle
over meat the grownups
bring home for us.

Family Life
Even though we’re fierce hunters,
we’re all about family when we’re
home with the pack. My mom and
dad lead the pack, and all my
aunts and uncles help take care
of us pups.
Most of the time, wild dogs roam
freely, sleeping in a new place each
night. But when there’s a new litter
of pups, the pack hangs out at
the den site.

I have many brothers and sisters.
African wild dogs give birth to 10
pups on average. That’s a lot of
mouths to feed! For the first few
weeks, we nurse. Then the grownups start throwing up alreadychewed food for us to eat. Might
sound gross to you, but fresh meat
is too tough for our little teeth!
Whenever the pack is off hunting, my mom or an aunt or uncle
will hang back to babysit us.

Lions and hyenas can be
dangerous for us, so we need
to be careful. Soon we are big
enough to join the hunt. The pups
always get first dibs on the meat—
even before Mom and Dad!
But it’s not just the young members of the pack that get special
care. The pack protects old, sick,
and wounded dogs, too. Every dog
is important in our family.

Yip! Yip! The pups
crowd around a
grownup after the
hunt, looking for a
yummy treat.

Mom looks a
little pooped
here! We pups
drink Mom’s
milk until we are
about three or
four weeks old.
10

Defending the Dogs

These six-week-old pups
are saying hello. African
wild dogs have close
family bonds.
LAURENT GESLIN/NATUREPL .COM
(10TL); SUZI ESZTERHAS /MINDEN
(10 INSET, 10B, 11T & 11 INSET ); MART
PICTURES
IN HARVEY/NH PA/AVALON .RED
(11B)

A pup pile!
It’s warm and
cozy to snuggle
together for
a snooze.

For more than a million years,
African wild dogs have called
Africa home. Unfortunately,
there aren’t as many of us as
there once were. Humans have
taken over our land. Sometimes
they have killed dogs that they
think are threatening their
farm animals.
But some people are working really hard to protect us.
Laws make it illegal to harm us
because we are so endangered.
And people help dogs that get
stuck in traps or have other injuries, too. With any luck, these
helpers will make sure we stick
around for a long time! =

Smells
that Tell
by Lyle Prescott; art by Jay Fosgitt

It’s true: Animals—and plants,
too!—can use smells to “talk”!
You can probably imagine these
smells: A pine forest after a rain.
Cinnamon rolls in the oven. Your
favorite shampoo. A rose bush in
full bloom.
So you think your sense of
smell is pretty good? Sorry, but
people have some of the dullest
noses in the world. It’s as if
people smelled in black and
white, while many kinds of
animals smelled in full color.
Some animals can get
strong whiffs
of odors that
people don’t
even know
are there!

12

Dog-Gone!

Some insects and fish, and most dogs,
are especially good sniffers. Have you ever
seen a dog nosing around at every little
spot in a yard? It’s “reading” smells—almost
like a person reading a newspaper. The cat
from next door passed through here last
night, followed by a strange dog! That’s the
kind of news it might discover. A dog can
find lots of information from even the tiniest traces of smells.
Many other animals also use their super
senses of smell to talk with each other.
How? Read on to sniff out some clues.

Tiny Smells, Big Messages

Many kinds of animals make chemicals
called pheromones (FAIR-uh-mohnz). These
chemicals send special smell-messages to other
animals of the same species.
Different pheromones send different messages. One odor may send a warning. Another
may attract a mate. Others may mark a trail or
the boundary of a territory.
Honey bees do lots of smell-talking all day
long—about where the best flowers are, where
the worst trouble is, and more. They make dozens of different pheromones! You might say that
bees have a whole chemical language. Instead
of talking with words, they talk with smells.

13

Just Follow Your
. . . Antennas?
To see how another kind of pheromone works, imagine this: A lone ant
wanders through a park in search of
food. Jackpot! It stumbles onto an old
sandwich crust.
It grabs a crumb. Then it heads back
toward its colony to let the other ants
know about the tasty crust. Along the way,
the ant wipes its rear end on the ground.
This leaves a tiny chemical trail.
When the ant reaches the others, its chemical smell tells them, “Food is over this way!”
The ants “sniff” with the tips of their antennas to follow the trail to the tasty prize. Other
insects, such as termites, also mark trails
that lead each other to food.

14

Believe It or Not!

Hey, Over Here!
Lots of animals use smells to send messages
about mating. When a female dog is ready to mate,
she releases a pheromone that male dogs sniff out.
“I’m over here!” the smell shouts. Male dogs sometimes come running from miles away.
Many kinds of insects also put out pheromones
to attract mates. In an experiment, scientists
put a female sawfly in a trap. Soon she sent
out a pheromone announcing she was ready
to mate. Can you guess how many male
sawflies flew into the trap? About 11,000!
This experiment shows how pheromones
can be used to get rid of insect pests that eat
crops. Farmers and gardeners may spray insect
pheromones around to confuse pests. The pests
then can’t find mates and have young. Sometimes
people use pheromones as bait, luring insects into
traps. Pheromones can do the same thing as pesticides (poisons) but without harming other wildlife,
people, soil, or water.

Some plants also send out smell-messages. When they
get chomped on by insects, they put a whiff of chemical
into the air. For nearby plants, the whiff is like a warning:
“Attackers on the prowl!” The nearby plants then get ready
for battle. Their leaves may quickly make bitter-tasting
chemicals that leaf-eating insects don’t like.
When a stalk of corn gets munched on by a caterpillar,
the plant’s leaves often send out a chemical whiff. But
this time an animal may sniff the message. Here’s what
happens: A female wasp may be cruising nearby. She’s
looking for the perfect spot to lay her eggs. And the perfect
spot for this wasp is inside one of those caterpillars. (That
way, when the eggs hatch, the larvas have a caterpillar
breakfast waiting for them.)
So when the wasp smells the whiff from the chewedon corn—zip!—the insect is there in a flash. The wasp
quickly attacks the caterpillar and lays eggs in it. Before
too long, the caterpillar dies as the wasp larvas eat it from
the inside out. And so this caterpillar won’t ever become a
moth that might produce more corn-eating caterpillars.
The chemical message from the plant ends up helping
the cornfield and the wasp. The wasp finds a home for her
eggs, and the cornfield will wind up with fewer caterpillars
munching on it. That’s good for the wasp AND the corn!
With a squirt and a sniff, animals and plants can have
some wild conversations! =
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Dive in to meet
these chatty
white whales.
by Kathy Kranking

16

AMOS NACHOUM/GTPHOTO

From clicks to whistles
to chirps to squeaks, a
beluga whale (right) sure
has a lot to say. Belugas
talk to each other constantly, and they can
make more than 25 different sounds!
In the icy Arctic waters
where belugas live (see
map), the days are dark
for half of the year. So,

sound is an important
way for the whales to
keep in touch. They also
use sound to find their
way around, hunt prey,
and avoid predators.
When people first heard
the belugas’ chirps,
whistles, and other noises, they gave them the
nickname “canaries of
the sea”!

A beluga is a small whale,
between a porpoise and an
orca in size.

NORTH
AMERICA

ASIA
Arctic
Ocean

arctic
circle

where belugas live
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BRANDON COLE (18TL, 18BR) >; DOUG ALLAN/SCIENCE SOURCE (18L); FLIP NICKLIN/MINDEN PICTURES (19T) >; ANDREY NEKRASOV/BLUE PLANET ARCHIVE (19B)

A beluga is a
mammal, and it
breathes air using a
blowhole on top of its
head. When the beluga
is underwater, the
blowhole closes up tight.

MELON HEAD
A beluga doesn’t make
sounds the way you do. Instead
of a “voice box” in its throat,
it uses air-filled sacs inside its
head. The whale can aim the
sounds by pointing its melon
in the direction it wants the
sound to travel. Its melon is the
big, bulging part of a beluga’s
forehead. And to make different
sounds, the beluga changes the
melon’s shape.
A beluga also uses its melon
for echolocation (eh-koh-lohKAY-shun). This happens when
the beluga makes a series of
clicks that travel as sound
waves through the water. When
the sound waves hit an object,
they bounce back as echoes to
the beluga. By listening to the
echoes, the whale can tell the
size and shape of the object and
even how far away it is. It’s like
A beluga’s tail fins are called
flukes.

In summer, belugas come to
shallow water to rub against
gravel on the bottom. It’s a
great way to shed their old
winter skin.

Unlike other whales, belugas
have flexible necks that allow
them to turn their heads.

“seeing” with sound. A beluga
uses echolocation to help it
find its way around and hunt for
fishes, crabs, and other prey.

BUILT FOR COLD
A beluga is built to survive
in its icy world. Under its skin,
it has a thick layer of fat called
blubber. Blubber is like a built-in
blanket that keeps the beluga
warm. Also, the beluga’s white
coloring helps it blend in with
ice chunks. That can make it
harder for its main enemies,
polar bears and orcas, to see it.
And a beluga has no fin on its
back. Instead, it has just a low

ridge. With no fin to get in the
way, the whale can glide easily
under sheets of floating ice.
Unlike other whales, a beluga
has a very bendable neck. That
means belugas are able to turn
their heads from side to side—
and even nod! This gives the
whales more flexibility

when swimming or
catching food.

Belugas can be playful and curious,
sometimes rising
out of the water
to see what’s
going on above
the surface.

19

At some aquariums, visitors
can see belugas up close and
personal!

20

BABY BOOM

SPA VISIT

Belugas seem to enjoy each
other’s company. They hang out
in groups called pods, each of
which can have just a few members or hundreds! The whales
don’t always stay in the same
pod, though. Sometimes they’ll
join other groups.
During the spring and summer, the sea ice melts and the
pods usually move to areas
where the water is a little warmer to have their young.
A beluga mom gives birth
to a single calf at a time. Her
newborn calf is able to swim
along with her right away.
When calves are born, their
skin is gray. It can take five or
more years for their coloring
to change to icy white. A baby
beluga may stay with its mom
for three years or more.

During the winter months, a
beluga’s skin may start to thicken and look yellowish. So by
summer, it’s time for a “beauty
treatment.” That’s when belugas
gather in areas called estuaries
(ES-chuh-wair-eez), which are
places along the coast where
fresh water from rivers mixes
with salty sea waters.
The water in those estuaries
is shallow and the bottom is
gravelly. It’s a perfect place for
the whales to rub themselves
against the stones, scrubbing
off layers of old, dead skin. This
also can help rub off tiny pesky
creatures. It probably feels
good, too!

TOO MUCH RACKET
For a chatty animal like a
beluga, being able to hear what

RICHARD T. NOWITZ/SCIENCE SOURCE (20T); HIROYA MINAKUCHI/MINDEN PICTURES (20-21B) >;
BRENNA HERNANDEZ/BLUE PLANET ARCHIVE (21T) >

Belugas can shape their
lips into an “O,” the better
for blowing bubble rings!
Scientists think they may do
this just for fun.

This baby is getting a
“beluga-back” ride from Mom.

other whales are saying is super
important. They depend on
sound for their survival.
Sadly, in some places where
belugas live, there is a lot of
underwater noise. The sounds
come from ships, underwater
construction, and other human
causes. They make it hard for
the whales to hear each other
and find food. But people are
working on ways to limit these
sounds. They hope to keep the
belugas talking—and listening—forever! =
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by Anne Cissel

In the animal
kingdom, pink
pops out all
year long—
not just on
Valentine’s
Day!

Flamingos have pink
feathers because of a
certain chemical in the
food they eat. Are the two
bright birds in this photo
smooching? Actually,
they’re fighting!
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CHASE DEKKER/MINDEN PICTURES (22); GARY BELL/OCEANWIDE/MINDEN PICTURES (23TL);
ANDY SANDS/NATUREPL.COM (23TR) >; TUI DE ROY/ROVING TORTOISE (23B)

This pink beauty is an
elephant hawk moth. Why
the funny name? The “hawk”
part is because the insect is
an amazing flyer. And it looks
like a tiny elephant’s trunk
when it’s a caterpillar.

Nobody had better mess with this spiny stone
crab. Those spikes on its body and legs protect
it from animals that might want to eat it.

Rosy inside and out! This lizard,
the pink land iguana, lives only
on one of the Galápagos Islands,
on the slopes of a volcano.
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This odd-looking fellow is a paddle-flap
scorpionfish. It isn’t a
very good swimmer,
but it gets around just
fine by hopping along
the sea floor.

WATCH IT!
ALEX MUSTARD/NATUREPL.COM (24T); INGO
ARNDT/NATURE PICTURE LIBRARY (24B) >

No mammal has pink fur.
But many mammals have
pink skin that shows when
they’re born with little or
no fur. This is a newborn
brown rat, so young that
its eyes aren’t open yet.
Baby rats and mice are
often called “pinkies.”
24

You probably have seen the American
robin, with its red-feathered breast. But
this bird is a pink robin, which lives in Australia. Only the males have the bright pink
feathers—the better to attract females!

Most katydids are green or
brown. But some are yellow,
orange—or pink!

MARTIN WILLIS/ MIN DEN
DEN PICTURES (25TL);
(25B)
PIOTR NASKRECKI /MIN
L/M INDEN PICTURES
/NP
DIER
COR
VAIN
PICTURES (25TR); SYL

This Amazon river dolphin looks
as if it wants a hug. The pink freshwater dolphin might weigh more
than 400 pounds. Maybe a hug
isn’t such a good idea! =

Tiger Tale

STORY BY KATHY KRANKING; ART BY THE CHARACTERSHOP
Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett
Fox, and Boomer Badger are
visiting southern India to meet
Rick’s friend Terry Tiger. Terry
has some good news he wants
to share.
India is
such a neat
place!

It makes me
nervous walking
around here. What if
we run into a tiger
who’s not Terry? A
HUNGRY one?

And it’s a
lot warmer here
than it is at home
right now.

Just then, the friends hear
a sound from behind them.
Let’s not
think about
that!

What did those
people mean by
“good shots”?
I hope they
aren’t poachers.
Poachers are people
who break the law and
shoot tigers.

26

So where
do we go
now?

That’s
one of the
reasons tigers
are so endangered.

Yikes!
What was
that?

Oh, no!
They’re headed
toward our
meeting place
with Terry!

Terry sent
directions to
our meeting
place. I think we
go that way.

Not much
farther
now.

I hope
we get some
good shots.

I don’t
know. Let’s
hide in these
bushes.

Let’s
follow them
and warn Terry
if we can.

Uh-oh…

What’s he
taking out of
that backpack?
A gun?
Hit the
deck!

Wait a minute.
What’s going
on?

What’s
that box
thingy?

Terry, meet
Scarlett and
Boomer.
Hi,
guys!

Say,
“Cheese!”
Something
tells me these
people aren’t
poachers.

Phew!
You scared
me!

Yikes!

Terry,
why did you
tell us to say,
“cheese”?

Well, if you had
taken a few more
steps, that camera
would have taken
your picture!

Oh, so
that’s what
that is!

Terry!
It’s you!

I wonder
what those
people were
doing to it.

Camera?

I saw those people.
They’re scientists. They
were changing the
camera’s memory card.
They use those cameras
to identify tigers!

Huh?

The scientists
study the pictures
they get of us tigers to
learn things like how many
of us there are and where
we go. But that’s not all
people are doing.

People have made
this land a protected area. It’s
a special habitat for tigers. India
has more of these protected
areas than any other country.
And the number of tigers here
is going up!
That’s
great,
Terry!

Terry explains that scientists have set up
lots of cameras around the forest. Each
camera has a motion sensor so it will take a
picture of anything that moves in front of it.
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Want to take a
dip? I love to
swim.

Sure!
Good idea.

Last one in
is a rotten
egg!

Actually, uh,
we’d better be
going, Terry.
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Just be sure to
keep an eye out for
crocodiles.
Crocodiles?!

It was nice
meeting you and
hearing your
good news!

Thanks for
visiting!

Yikes!

RANGER RICK’s
FIELD NOTES

Later…

It’s great that
people are trying to
help tigers.
Sure is.
I wish there
were a way we could
let them know we
appreciate what
they’re doing.

are endangered mainly
• Tigers
because of habitat loss and
What the
heck?

Hey—
maybe we
can! I have
an idea….

•
•
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poaching. About 120 years ago,
there were as many as 100,000
tigers worldwide. By 10 years
ago, there were only about 3,200.
But thanks to efforts to save
tigers, their numbers have been
increasing.
Nearly three-fourths of the
world’s tigers live in India. India
has about 50 reserves, or
protected areas, for tigers.
Even though there is some good
news, there is a long way to go to
save tigers. Scientists are
working hard to help. One thing
they’re trying to do is to protect
tiger corridors (KOR-uh-dors),
areas that connect the different
protected areas. Then tigers will
have room to roam more safely.
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Pacific
Ocean

AUSTRALIA

by Ellen Lambeth
photos by Tui De Roy/Roving Tortoise

What bird can’t fly, has hairy feathers, and lives only on the island
nation of New Zealand? Read on!

Y

ou probably know
that Australia is
famous for its koalas
and kangaroos. But
did you know that
New Zealand (Australia’s neighbor, see
map) is famous for
the odd bird at left,
called the kiwi (KEEwee)? In fact, the
bird is the country’s
national symbol. The
people of New Zealand even call themselves Kiwis!
Kiwis (the birds)
are related to ostriches and emus. Like
those birds, kiwis
have tiny wings that
are useless for flight.

And they have the
same type of hair-like
feathers (see circle
at left). But unlike their large,
long-necked,
long-legged
relatives, kiwis are small
birds with
short necks
and legs—and
no tails. Also unlike
their relatives, kiwis
are active at night.
And, unlike any other
bird in the whole
world, a kiwi has nostrils at the tip—not
the base—of its beak!

Kiwis use their super senses
of smell and touch to find
tasty creepy-crawlies
hiding under a log
(circle) or washed-up
seaweed (below).
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This Kiwi Ranger
shines a bright
light on an egg
to see how much
the chick has
grown inside the
shell. It’s called
candling.

A kiwi has super sensors at the tip of its flexible beak, as well. Like
a blind person tapping
a cane to feel which
way to go, a kiwi walks
along while tapping its
beak and poking it in
the ground. That way, it
can pick up the vibrations of worms, spiders,
and other yummy
treats moving around
in the dirt or under
leaves.
The kiwi’s strong
sense of smell and the
sensitive “whiskers” on
its face help, too. Kiwis
also have excellent
hearing, but their small

eyes don’t see well in
the dark.
After a busy night of
hanging out and snuffling around for food,
kiwis usually sleep the
day away in burrows
they dig or other hiding spots.

KIWIS IN
TROUBLE
Before humans
moved into New
Zealand and spread
across the land, kiwis
had little to fear. Some
bird-eating hawks
might’ve meant
trouble, but living the
night life pretty much

An x-ray
shows how
huge a kiwi
egg is inside
its mother!

egg

OTOROHANGA KIWI HOUSE, OTOROHANGA, NZ
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Once this chick breaks
free of its shell, it will
be fully formed and
feathered! Can you
find the nostril
at the tip of its
beak?

solved that problem.
When people came,
though, they brought
along other animals

that didn’t naturally
belong in New Zealand, including dogs,
cats, and stoats (a

kind of weasel).
These animals
found it easy to
attack kiwis—especially the smaller,
defenseless chicks.
There are five species
of kiwi, and now all of
them are in danger of
becoming extinct.

TO THE
RESCUE!
The government,
private groups, and
people of New Zealand
are all working hard to
protect kiwis and their
homes. They also want
to help more kiwis live
long enough to have
chicks of their own.
So, some very special
people, nicknamed
“Kiwi Rangers,” are
here to help! They’re
collecting eggs, bringing them into labs, and
raising the chicks that
hatch until they’re big
and strong.

A Kiwi Ranger and young
chick share a “meet and
greet.” The chick is waiting in a bucket to get
weighed for a checkup.
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Each egg that grows
inside a kiwi mom
is huge compared to
the size of the adult
bird. Laying an egg
that size is like your
mom giving birth to a
preschooler!
The egg also has an
extra-large yolk that
“feeds” the chick so
well that it hatches out
as a mini version of a
grown-up kiwi. It won’t
even need to eat for
days after it hatches.
Soon, it’s ready to
head out of its burrow to fend for itself.
But with all those
unnatural predators
out and about, most
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A Kiwi Ranger cradles
the chick at right after
a quick health check.
Then she returns it to
its safe shelter in the
outdoor pen below.

chicks won’t make it.
One way to help is for
some Kiwi Rangers to
rescue them before
they even hatch.

OPERATION
NEST EGG
First, the rangers
must find kiwi burrows with nests and
then gather the eggs.
Next, the rangers get
the eggs back to a

Lit by a camera’s flash, kids watch kiwis in a dark
exhibit. The birds are active because they think it’s
nighttime.

The kiwis are visible in red lighting (circle), which
people can see but kiwis cannot.

“hatching lab.” There,
the eggs are kept in
incubators—machines
that keep them warm
and moist. Once the
chicks hatch, they’re
moved to special indoor pens where they
learn to feed themselves.
After a few weeks,
the chicks are moved
to outside areas that
are safe from predators. If all goes well,
the chicks will grow
up to have some
chicks of their own.

Meanwhile, rangers
will keep working to
remove stoats from
New Zealand and to
teach people to keep
their dogs and cats
under control.
When the new
chicks become strong
and healthy enough
to protect themselves,
Kiwi Rangers will return them to the wild
places their ancestors
came from. Home
free! =

This chick
will soon
be ready to
roam, out on
its own!
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What do you get when you
cross a snowman with
a baker?

Frosty the Dough-man.
Shawn R., California

What’s a parrot’s
favorite game?

Hide-and-Speak.
Olive W., Pennsylvania

Why did the dog
go to court?

It got a barking ticket.
Maisy M., Texas

Where do city frogs live?

In pond-ominiums.
Carson O., Maine

What kind of money
do kangaroos carry?

Pocket change.
Ąshleigh Z., Virginia

What dinosaur always wins
third place at the Olympics?

Ą bronze-osaurus.
Paul G., Indiana

WANT TO JOIN THE FUN? Send your favorite nature riddle with your full name and address to Reader Riddles; Ranger Rick;
11100 Wildlife Center Dr.; Reston, VA 20190-5362; E-mail: rick@nwf.org. We like reading all the riddles from our readers. We’re
sorry, but there’s room to print only some of them. All submissions become the property of the National Wildlife Federation.
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1

What does a polar
bear with crooked
teeth need?

2

5

Why is a toothless
dog like a tree?

How do dentists fix
dragon teeth?

A. A
molar
bear.

February is
National Children’s
Dental Health Month.
It’s also National Pet
Dental Health Month.
All the animals
shown here want
to celebrate!
Match each
toothy riddle with
its silly answer.

3

B. A
gummy
bear.

E.
Mouse
wash.

6

JACK D E S R O

What do you call
a grizzly with no
teeth?

F.
String
cheese.

7

What do mice use
to rinse their teeth?

What is furry
and shaped like
a tooth?

D. It has
more bark
than bite.

C. She had
baaa-ad
breath.

G.
With
a fire
drill.

4

H.
Brrraces.

What do mice
use to floss their
teeth?

8

What happened to
the lamb that didn’t
brush her teeth?
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S
’
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A
T
I
TE
MALE
FEMALE
A
boar
?
sow
______ SOBOAWR
W 1. (PIG) ______
BUDOCEK

2. (DEER)
3. (CATTLE)
4. (SHEEP)
5. (CHICKEN)

______
______
______
______

______
______ COBUWLL
______ ERAWEM
______ ROHOSTEENR

Each group of letters contains
the name of a female and a male animal.
But the names got mixed together. In the
first answer, SOW (female pig) is mixed
with BOAR (male pig). Can you find the
names of the other animal pairs?

WILD
VALENTINE
PARTY
Rob Rabbit invited some
wild neighbors to this
valentine party. The
word spread, and
animals from all
over the world
showed up.
Circle the names
of the 10 surprise
guests that are hidden
in the story labeled A–E.
Each heart has two
hidden names.
The first animal (otter)
is circled for you.
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Rob Rabbit
thought to himself, “I’ve
got terrific friends, so it
would be a very good
idea to have a valentine
party for them.”

A

Rob told his
buddy Jack about his
party plans. He knew
Jack always wanted
to help.

B
robin

rat

jackal

ape

otter

“We’ll have
to be artists and
make signs. I’ll grab
a pen,” said Jack.

A teacher at
Pine Elementary
School told them they
could use the playground
for the party.

C

D

On the day of
the party, the friends
crowded around the
playground gate. With
Rob in the lead, they
hurried in, and the fun
began.

E

swan
eel

crow

bear

beaver

Wild Valentine Party: A-otter/beaver,
B-jackal/swan, C-bear/ape, D-rat/eel, E-crow/robin
Teeth Teasers: 1-H, 2-G, 3-E, 4-A, 5-D, 6-B, 7-F, 8-C
Wait—Who’s My Mate? 1-sow/boar,
2-doe/buck, 3-cow/bull, 4-ewe/ram, 5-hen/rooster
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