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How to Become an NWF Eco-School
Congratulations! You’ve taken the first step in becoming an Eco-School. Watch this short video for an
overview of the NWF Eco-Schools USA Program.
Through school-based action teams of
students, administrators, educators
and community volunteers, EcoSchools USA combines effective
"green" management of the school
grounds, facilities and the curriculum.
Schools that are certified in the
program undergo a thorough
application process and succeed in
organizing and implementing a
comprehensive assessment of their school. The Eco-Schools USA program is made up of seven steps,
incorporating 12 environmental pathways that students can address in an effort to create a more
sustainable learning environment.
Once a school has registered and implemented these seven steps, they can apply for an Eco-Schools
award. There are three levels of the award system. The first two levels are the Bronze and Silver awards
which are self-assessed. The most prestigious Eco-Schools award is the Green Flag, The Green Flag must
be assessed by our staff or an Eco-Schools USA on-the-ground partner and renewed every other year.
On the next four pages, we’ve laid out an easy path for you to follow. You’ll find more details for each
step later in this handbook. Along the way, we have a number of resources that can help you make the
most of your NWF Eco-Schools USA experience.
The NWF Eco-Schools USA Handbook. We recommend you start your Eco-Schools USA journey by looking
more closely at the handbook and brainstorming how the Eco-Schools USA program will be established at
your school, with your students and in the community.
NWF Eco-Schools USA Website. Visit our website. There you will be able to log in and update your
dashboard, apply for awards, find links to helpful resources and much more.
Online Newsletter. We publish a newsletter 10 months of the year, so be sure to visit our website
monthly to catch up on the latest news and find helpful resources. Consider signing up for our emails on
our website, and receive timely news and information delivered directly to your inbox.
Social Media. Follow us on both Facebook, Twitter (@EcoSchoolsUSA), and Pinterest, where we share
inspirational stories, resources and the latest news in environmental education.
Toolkit: At the end of this handbook, we’ve included links to many of the documents you’ll need as you
journey through the Eco-Schools pathways.
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REGISTER
YOUR
SCHOOL.
IT’S FREE!
Register Your School
Now that you are ready to join the Eco-Schools community, registration is easy – and free! Just
enter your school’s zip code or school name on our Join for Free page to find your school.
If your school is already registered, you can select your school and provide updated contact
information and you will be added as a user to that school. If you don’t find your school listed,
simply click, “My school is not listed here”, and you will be sent to a page where you can add
your school’s information.
We understand that sometimes there are several point people at a particular school. If you
would like to grant access to your school’s information and profile pages to additional
colleagues, you can add them later from the “Manage team” page. You will need to provide
their name, email and telephone number. Once added, they should receive an email from EcoSchools USA confirming their registration.
Don’t have your school’s login information? Email our team for help.
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FOLLOW THE
7-STEP
FRAMEWORK

Establish an Eco-Action Team

Conduct an Environmental Audit

Develop an Eco-Action Plan

Monitor and Evaluate Progress

Make Connections to the Curriculum

Engage the Whole School and Community

Create an Eco-Code
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CHOOSE A
PATHWAY
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APPLY FOR
AN AWARD
APPLY
FOR
AN AWARD
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Dashboard
Once your school has registered, you can begin to add information to your dashboard. The dashboard
will help you track your Eco-Schools progress. First, login to get to your own profile page. You can then
edit your profile by selecting “Edit your Profile” from the right side navigation. Examples have been
provided from a few of our Eco-Schools to help visualize what a school dashboard might look like.
Benefits of Using Your Dashboard.
•

Facilitate collaboration with other schools

•

Demonstrate progress toward goals

•

Show potential grant funders the school’s achievements

•

Share goals and progress with the families of the school community and community at
large

This sample shows basic information, including goals and awards specific to your school.
Information, pictures and videos you have uploaded will also appear here.
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This sample shows the results of the data you will collect and input behind the scenes.
This part of your dashboard takes data that is abstract to most students and
even adults and puts it in a concrete format that’s more easily understood.
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Here’s a look behind the scenes.
This screen shot shows how metrics are input into your dashboard:

Dashboard Tips and Helpful Hints
•

Save often

•

Use the Eco-Action Team to develop a dashboard update schedule and, if appropriate, let
students make the updates.

•

Ensure all students pictured in photos and videos have media releases on file.

•

If adding video, use the iframe code to embed content.

•

Please email us at eco-schoolsusa@nwf.org with any dashboard issues and we will work with
you to address the problem. Helpful information to include in your email: school name, web
browser used (Google Chrome, Firefox, etc.), and a screen shot of what’s happening along with
your explanation of the problem.

