Montana Bat Facts
I love bats because mosquitoes LOVE to bite me. Pesticides can be harmful to mosquitoes’ predators as
well as mosquitoes. According to Bat Conservation International, one little brown bat can eat 60 mediumsized moths or over 1000 mosquito-sized insects in one night!
Bats are also interesting because, in many ecosystems, they play a key role in pollinating plants. There are
more than 1,300 species of bats in the world! The world's smallest mammal is the bumblebee bat of
Thailand, weighing less than a penny. Giant golden-crowned flying foxes, found in the Philippines, are the
largest bats with a wing span of up to 5.6 feet. Some bats use echolocation, or high pitched chirps which
bounce off objects in front of them, to find their way in the dark. Also, bats are not blind and less than
one-half of 1% of bats contract rabies. Bats will normally bite only in self-defense and pose little threat to
people who do not handle them.
There are 15 species of bats in Montana:










Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus)
California Myotis (Myotis californicus)
Eastern Red Bat (Lasiurus borealis)
Fringed Myotis (Myotis thysanodes)
Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus)
Little Brown Myotis (Myotis lucifugus)
Long-eared Myotis (Myotis evotis)
Long-legged Myotis (Myotis Volans)
Northern Myotis (Myotis septentrionalis)








Pallid Bat (Antrozous pallidus)
Silver-haired Bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans)
Spotted Bat (Euderma maculatum)
Townsend's Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus
townsendii)
Western Small-footed Myotis (Myotis
ciliolabrum)
Yuma Myotis (Myotis yumanensis)

Why Build a Bat House?
Guess what?? Bats don't always live in caves. Some bats spend winter months in caves, but most bats
spend summers in trees, under bridges or in old buildings, where they give birth and rear young, called
pups. The goal of an artificial bat house is to mimic the space between bark and a tree trunk which is an
ideal bat nursery. That's why the space inside a bat house is very narrow, unlike a bird house which would
house a nest because bats like tight spaces, they need it nice and warm for the pups.
You might wonder why you need to build a bat house. Why can't the bats just find a nice tree? That is the
challenge for many bat species as forests are cleared. A bat house is also is a great way to provide cover
for wildlife, as well as a place for wildlife to raise young – two components of becoming a National
Wildlife Federation Certified Wildlife Habitat site. Bats prefer houses mounted on buildings because they
retain heat better and are less accessible to predators. In moderate to hot climates where there is not
extreme variation between day and night temperatures, bat houses mounted on poles are a good
alternative if you don’t want to mount the house on a building. Interestingly, bats are less attracted to bat
houses mounted on trees. Why? It's too easy for predators to get bats as they exit and the branches
obstruct exiting bats which drop down, then up, into flight. Plus it’s too shady from branches above.
Find a location with LOTS of sun!! Make sure it’s at least 15 feet off the ground to protect against
predators and there is water source nearby, this is so the mother doesn't have to leave her young for too
long. Also, rough up the inside wood, as this mimics tree bark and is easier for the bats to climb up.
Finally, paint the box according to the climate you live in. In Montana, paint the box BLACK using a waterbased paint to keep down paint odor that might repel bats and caulk the sides to trap heat.

