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Connecting and providing resources to people interested in the role of beavers
in watershed and riparian health

TOP STORIES

FWP Hosts “Beavers and Humans” Meeting in Helena, August 27
Roles and considerations in restoration and water conservation
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, together with its partners, is hosting a meeting on August 27 to increase
common awareness of potential opportunities, constraints, mechanisms, authorities, roles, and expectations for beavers and other tools to conserve and enhance riparian and aquatic habitats.
The meeting is free, and no registration is required. It will be located at the Delta Marriott Hotel (formerly
Colonial) in Helena and will begin at 8:30 AM. Lunch will be on your own from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM and the
meeting will close at 4:30 PM. The morning session will cover project considerations related to floodplain
connection and hydrological function, social challenges, wildlife, and fisheries. The following session will include project design, success, and failure, ranging from beaver mimicry to natural colonization, movement by humans, and experiences in other states. The last session of
the meeting will consist of a panel discussion that includes a variety of perspectives on
beaver restoration.
All interested parties are invited. For more information, contact Quentin Kujala at
qkujala@mt.gov or (406) 444-5672.

Hydro resilience in the Upper Missouri
In late July, The Nature Conservancy hosted a tour to explore how river restoration can increase the resilience of communities and nature to drought. Approximately 45 participants from Montana, Colorado, California, and Vermont visited six project sites in the Upper Missouri over three days. The group identified priorities to enhance the hydrologic resilience of headwater basins, including natural water storage, floodplain
restoration and research partnerships with local universities; and evaluated how objectives, metrics, and
strategies for scaling up hydrologic resilience are developed and implemented. Topics covered included the
pros and cons of various restoration approaches, stage zero restoration, leveraging restoration investment
for water quantity, current science around floodplain restoration, community drought planning, instream
water rights, and key components of effective implementation programs.
For more information, contact Julia Nave, The Nature Conservancy, Julia.Nave@tnc.org

Beavers Earn a Session at Montana Book Festival
This year’s Montana Book Festival (Sep. 12-15) in Missoula, MT, will include a session featuring Dorothy Patent discussing her new book for young readers, “At Home with the Beaver: The Story of a Keystone Species” (Web of Life Children’s Books, 2019). Dorothy, a prolific award-winning science writer, will include in
her presentation information about the many ways Montanans are engaging with beaver restoration. Although the time and date for this session are not currently available, you can get updated information at the
Montana Book Festival website.

SAVE THE DATES
MISSOURI HEADWATERS WATERSHED TOUR
September 11-13, 2019
Registration is now open! Join the Montana Watershed Coordination
Council and Missouri Headwaters Partnership on a tour highlighting the
watershed approach to natural resource management.






View successful projects that have improved watershed health, including beaver mimicry
Learn about community driven natural resource plan and priorities
Observe initiatives that build landscape resiliency
Hear from the local watershed champions that are pushing for sustainable communities
Discuss the statewide implications of local challenges and opportunities for water management

BEAVER CONFLICT RESOLUTION:
VISIT A DEMONSTRATION SITE/TALK TO AN EXPERT

September 24, 2019
This year, several organizations joined forces to launch the Montana Beaver
Conflict Resolution pilot project. One of our highest priorities was to create
demonstration sites to illustrate non-lethal options for redirecting destructive
or nuisance beaver activity. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks has worked closely
with us; several of the initial projects are on FWP-managed lands and fishing
access sites, and in some places we’re including informational signs to provide
essential outreach and education.
Come view an example of beaver conflict resolution in action (exclusion fence
and pond leveler) at a site visit to Lost Creek State Park near Anaconda on
Tuesday, Sep. 24. Joining the visit will be Elyssa Kerr, Program Manager for
Beavers Northwest, who will share her expertise based on her organization’s work to address humanbeaver conflicts in the greater Seattle area. We’ll share more information next month, but please save the
date if you’re interested, and contact Elissa Chott (elissa@clarkfork.org) for more information.
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