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In 1804, 30 to 60 million buffalo roamed the U.S. By
1902, there were less than 100 wild buffalo in the
U.S restricted to Yellowstone National Park. The
systematic destruction of millions of buffalo had
drastic consequences for Indigenous peoples and
the landscape.

When Lewis and Clark ventured west on the Corps
of Discovery in 1804, they witnessed and described
30 to 60 million buffalo. By 1902, there were less
than 100 wild buffalo in the U.S. restricted to
Yellowstone National Park, with most buffalo
relegated to private lands.

As Native Americans were subjugated to
reservations and buffalo were eliminated to
make way for cattle and the agricultural industry,
colonization seemingly justified the removal of
lands and resources from Native Americans.

For Tribes whose survival, culture, and communities
were dependent on buffalo, such as the Eastern
band of Shoshone who were known as the
Gweechoon Deka, the buffalo eaters, the loss of
buffalo was much more than a wildlife tragedy, it
was a fundamental dismantling of their ways of life.
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RESTORING MORE
THAN A WAY OF LIFE

That is creating a sustainable
engine for buffalo restoration
on Tribal lands

That restores cultural ties
that engages youth, supports
economies, demonstrates
sovereignty, produces
sustainable food sources, and
rights historic injustices.

A shining example of wildlife
and people thriving together

Learn more and donate at
givetobuffalo.nwf.org

Garrit Voggesser
Director of Tribal Partnerships
voggesser@nwf.org

Jason Baldes
Tribal Buffalo Program Manager
Baldes)@nwf.org

TribalBuffalo@nwf.org
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Tribal Partnerships
Program

Bringing Buffalo Back to
Tribal Lands





