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COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS = 
SUCCESS

• Fort Peck Tribal Chairman & Council

• Tribal Fish & Wildlife Dept & Buffalo Program Staff

• Tribal Language/Culture & Economic Development Departments

• Fort Peck Community College, Tribal Head Start & Universities

• WWF, NWF, Defenders of Wildlife, & other NGOs

• Philanthropy World

• Federal and State Agencies



GOAL: COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP IN MAINTAINING 
A SUSTAINABLE HERD FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
• How did we do this?

• Who did this?

• FPCC, WWF, Pte’ Group & Others 
Found the money to do this  and 
this was the base upon which 
activities grew out of.

• Surveyed communities to see:
• 1.  what they knew about the 

herds
• 2.  what they wanted the herds 

to become
• 3. ideas on how to get the 

community involved.





GOAL: COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP IN MAINTAINING A 
SUSTAINABLE HERD FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS – Continued

• Pte’ Group – champion on the 
ground to guide efforts, express 
wishes, dreams, needs for bison 
herds.

• 1. Volunteers = visionary, creative, 
committed individuals both tribal 
and non-tribal

• 2. Recognized by tribal resolution

• Key to success = must have a 
driving force to keep momentum 
going to implement findings of 
survey.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS



Activities:
1. Buffalo Summit for Youth
2. Buffalo Treaty – Historical Event
3. Teacher Bison Immersion Summer Course
4. Buffalo Program Administrator hired
5. Plans for  Story Pole Trail on Bison Ranch Initiated
6. Head Start Curriculum for Ft Peck Bison Return History –

Developed, Teachers Trained & Testing in Classrooms this Fall
7. Bison Taste Event at FPCC
8. 2 Bison Meat Sales & New Bison Products Tasting to test market
9. Developed Tribal Member Bison Hunt Application & Policy
10.On-line Non-Member Fish & Wildlife Permits, Licenses, Hunts
11.Facilitated contracts to sell surplus bison
12.Two years involved in Eco-Tourism event
13. Use of Media to Educate





































PINAMIYA – THANK YOU

Jonny BearCub Stiffarm
Buffalo Program Administrator
Fort Peck Site
406-650-1400
jbearcub@fpcc.edu
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