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Ramping Up for Back to School!
As we welcome back our students and teachers for the 2017-2018 school year, we are
providing this “Snapshot” to highlight what is happening with our Eco-Schools program
across the nation. Whether schools focus on one pathway to sustainability or the full suite
of pathways, schools are making incredible progress toward a more sustainable future!
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In the United States, the
NWF is a leader in the
environmental education field.
NWF is the sole U.S. host
organization of the oldest and
largest international “green

NWF’s mission is to unite all Americans to ensure wildlife thrive in a rapidly changing world.
Using environment-based education is one strategy used to prepare current and future
generations of young people with the 21st Century technical and scientific knowledge and skills
for a greener and more sustainable economy. We have active environment-based science
programming in more than 12,000 K-12 schools. NWF has ongoing partnerships with the
National Science Teachers Association, the National Council for Science and the Environment,
the American Federation of Teachers and other organizations dedicated to developing
scientifically and environmentally literate young people who are able to think critically and drive
change through innovative solutions.

school” program. Eco-Schools,
is operated by the
Foundation for Environmental
Education and run in 64
countries.

New for Fall 2017. Eco-Schools USA has introduced two new pathways, Learning About Forests
(LEAF) and WOW (Watersheds, Oceans and Wetlands). Learning about Forests (LEAF), is a
Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) program whose aim is to increase
knowledge about the key role forests play in sustaining life on our planet. The new
WOW Pathway will empower students, no matter where they live in the country, to be
conservation stewards of the water we all depend on.

Every School Can Be an Eco-School
NWF launched the Eco-Schools USA
program in 2009. Since then, our
growth has been impressive and there
are 4,833 schools nationwide today.
We also have state partners in
Maryland, Kansas, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin who help
us to deliver the program to schools in
those states. The program is free to any
participating school.
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NWF ECO-SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT:
Woodlawn School

Eco-Schools USA is a free,
student-driven program that
utilizes a proven

7-step framework
Woodlawn School, located in Portland, Oregon, has an amazing story to share. At
one point, this Title 1 school was almost closed due to an outdated building and low
enrollment. But in 2014, the tides turned and the school and community started a
sustainability movement. At this STEAM school, students have led the way on their
Eco-Schools USA journey, to date, earning a Bronze and Silver Award. Several
teachers are trained GLOBE educators,
and 4th and 5th graders participated in
raising Salmon in the Classroom through
the US Fish and Wildlife Service.
Engaging in citizen science, cleaning up
litter during recess and raising Chinook
salmon eggs are just a few of the many
student efforts paving the way to
sustainability. Next up—tackling the
Energy Pathway on the road to a Green
Flag! Read the full story: Full STEAM
ahead for the Woodlawn Wildcats, on
the National Wildlife Federation blog.
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1. Establish an Eco-Action
Team
2. Perform an environmental
audit of the school
3. Develop an action plan
4. Monitor and evaluate
progress
5. Integrate into curriculum
6. Involve the greater school
community
7. Develop an Eco-Code
Eco-Schools USA has 12

environmental themes or
“Pathways” that students
address

NWF EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS SPOTLIGHT:
Vulcan Production, Naledi, One Little Elephant
NWF and Vulcan Productions are asking students to help us think big about how we can work
together to protect wildlife habitat, stop poaching and save African elephants. Inspired by the
true story of Naledi, One Little Elephant, we have launched the Every Elephant Counts Contest.
Enter the contest by November 23, 2017 for a chance to receive an all-expense paid trip for
three, including a least one adult, to Abu Camp in Botswana to meet Naledi herself and spend
time with her elephant herd.

Participant Media, An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power
A decade after the Academy Award winning documentary An Inconvenient Truth brought the
climate crisis into mainstream popular culture, An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power shows
how close we are to a clean energy revolution. As the film’s educational partner, we have
teamed up with Participant Media to provide educational resources to help students
understand climate change while inspiring them to find ways to bring our nation across the
finish line to a viable clean energy economy.

The Nut Job 2: Nutty by Nature
Parents, students, teachers and wildlife enthusiast of all ages – you can help us conserve public
lands and connect more people to the natural world!




NWF’s official The Nut Job 2: Nutty by Nature poster
The Nut Job 2: Family Fun Guide
Learn about urban wildlife and plant Trees for Wildlife

Number of NWF
Eco-Schools USA Awards:

675 Bronze

158 Silver

135 Green Flag

