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(Austin, TX) – The National Wildlife Federation and the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club released a joint
report today looking at outdoor water use in 18 Texas cities. The report found that water use in these cities
increases an average of 58% during the summer months of July, August and September when compared to
winter use.
The report calculates that if these 18 cities achieved just a twenty-five percent reduction in outdoor water use,
they could save, collectively, an average of 147 million gallons every day during the summer. The Texas Water
Development Board has estimated that about half of the water we use on our landscapes is wasted due to
overwatering or runoff. Reducing summer peak usage can also save millions of dollars in treatment costs.
The report is available at http://www.texaswatermatters.org/outdoorwater.htm.
―The potential for easy savings during the summertime is simply staggering,‖ said Lacey McCormick,
Communications Manager with the National Wildlife Federation. ―We can have attractive landscapes without
watering during the heat of the day, watering our lawns three times a week, or running our sprinklers during
the rain. There’s a big opportunity here to save money while protecting our supplies of drinking water.‖
The cities included in the report are: Arlington, Austin, Beaumont, Brownsville, College Station, Corpus
Christi, Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, Garland, Houston, Katy, Laredo, Lubbock, Pflugerville, Plano, San
Antonio, and Tyler. The information comes from the water conservation plans these cities were required to
file with the state in 2009. The plans include information on each utility’s total monthly water use—including
industrial, residential and wholesale—over a five-year period.
―Cities across the country have proven time and time again that there are easy ways to reduce summertime
water use without hardship,” said Jennifer Walker, Water Resources Specialist with the Lone Star Chapter of
the Sierra Club. ―Water utilities should step up their efforts and give customers the information and
incentives they need. Water is far too precious to spray it away unnecessarily.‖
The report recommends seven efficiency measures that have a proven track report at reducing landscaping
water use. The measures include:
Improving Automatic Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems are becoming increasingly common in Texas.
The American Water Works Association estimates that homes with in-ground irrigation systems use 35%

more water than homes without irrigation systems. Many of these systems are not designed or installed
correctly—staff at the Austin Water Utility report water waste of 20% to 50% from poor system design. The
report recommends that cities should take steps to make sure that these systems are as efficient as possible by
offering free system audits and rebates on upgrades such as rain sensors.
Rethinking the Lawn: Over the past five years, permits for close to 600,000 new single family homes have
been issued in Texas. Decisions made today about the types of lawns and landscapes to install in new
developments have the potential to influence water use for decades to come. Smaller areas of turfgrass and
the use of drought-resistant grasses can make a big contribution to reducing water use. Unfortunately, with
only a few notable exceptions, Texas cities are currently doing little to guide new developments in this way.
Landscaping Rebates: Cities across the country have created programs paying customers to replace their
turfgrass with more water-efficient landscaping. These programs are becoming more common in Texas, with
entities such as the City of Pflugerville, San Antonio Water System and BexarMet Water District offering
rebate programs. To ensure that customers learn new watering habits, the report recommends that utilities
should make payment of rebates contingent on customers actually reducing their water use.
Rainwater Harvesting: Capturing rainwater has real potential as a source of water for Texas. A report
published by the Texas Water Development Board estimated that a metropolitan area the size of Dallas could
capture roughly 2 billion gallons of water annually if just 10 percent of the roof area was used to harvest
rainwater. Although several Texas cities currently offer rebates on rain barrels, this source of water is
currently seriously underutilized.
Rate Structures: A strongly tiered rate structure is the most equitable way to price water. Most residential
customers use limited amounts of water, placing smaller demands on the system, and should pay less per unit
of water as a result. For example, the San Antonio Water System has found that about 80% of their
residential customers do not see any significant rise in their bills during the summertime. This indicates that
the 30% bump in total water use that San Antonio sees during the summertime is primarily caused by a small
portion of the utility’s customers. However, heavy users in most cities usually pay little more—and often
less—per thousand gallons than frugal water users.
―There are simple steps we can take now that will save money while protecting our rivers and springs,‖ said
McCormick. ―The bottom line is that changing the way we water our lawns is one of the most practical and
cost-effective ways we can ensure we have the water we need for the future.‖
Get a copy of the report at http://www.texaswatermatters.org/outdoorwater.htm
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