
*Federal Listing Status Categories: T = Listed Threatened; E = Listed Endangered; PT = Proposed Threatened; PE = Proposed Endangered;  
DL = Delisted; XN = experimental non-essential population 

Midwest Priority Species (RSGCN): Birds  
Updated as of December 15, 2021 

The following bird species were identified as Regional Species of Greatest Conservation Need (RSGCN) through a collaborative assessment 

process carried out by the Midwest Landscape Initiative At-Risk Species Working Group. “Regional Stewardship Responsibility" refers to the 

portion of a species' range in the Midwest relative to North America as a whole. Additional details of this assessment can be found at: 

https://www.mlimidwest.org/midwest-regional-species-of-greatest-conservation-need/  

Very High Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional Stewardship 

Responsibility  

Setophaga kirtlandii Kirtland's Warbler DL IN MI OH WI  50-75% 

Charadrius melodus Piping Plover (Great Lakes pop.) E IL IN KY MI MN OH WI  25-50% 

Charadrius melodus 
Piping Plover (Northern Great 
Plains pop.) T IA IL IN KS KY MN ND NE OH SD  25-50% 

Grus americana Whooping Crane E, XN IA IL IN KS KY MN ND NE SD WI  25-50% 

 

High Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional 

Stewardship 
Responsibility  

Tympanuchus cupido Greater Prairie-Chicken  IA IL KS MN MO ND NE SD WI  75-100% 

Melanerpes erythrocephalus Red-headed Woodpecker  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Antrostomus vociferus Eastern Whip-poor-will  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Ammospiza leconteii LeConte's Sparrow  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Centronyx henslowii Henslow's Sparrow  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Euphagus carolinus Rusty Blackbird  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Setophaga cerulea Cerulean Warbler  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Oporornis agilis Connecticut Warbler  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN ND NE OH SD WI  50-75% 

Vermivora chrysoptera Golden-winged Warbler Under Review IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

https://www.mlimidwest.org/midwest-regional-species-of-greatest-conservation-need/


Lanius ludovicianus migrans Migrant Loggerhead Shrike  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  50-75% 

Ammospiza nelsoni Nelson's Sparrow  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Sturnella magna Eastern Meadowlark  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Anthus spragueii Sprague's Pipit  IA IL KS MN MO ND NE SD  25-50% 

Sternula antillarum athalassos Interior Least Tern DL IA IL IN KS KY MO ND NE OH SD  25-50% 

Chlidonias niger Black Tern  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Coturnicops noveboracensis Yellow Rail  IA IL KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

 

 

Moderate Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional Stewardship 

Responsibility  

Coccyzus erythropthalmus Black-billed Cuckoo  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Colinus virginianus Northern Bobwhite  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Dolichonyx oryzivorus Bobolink  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Sturnella neglecta Western Meadowlark  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  <25% 

Asio flammeus Short-eared Owl  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  <25% 

Limosa fedoa Marbled Godwit  IA IL KS MI MN ND NE OH SD WI  <25% 

Bartramia longicauda Upland Sandpiper  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

Calidris subruficollis Buff-breasted Sandpiper  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  25-50% 

 


