
*Federal Listing Status Categories: T = Listed Threatened; E = Listed Endangered; PT = Proposed Threatened; PE = Proposed Endangered;  
DL = Delisted; XN = experimental non-essential population 

Midwest Priority Species (RSGCN): Freshwater Mussels  
Updated as of December 15, 2021 

The following freshwater mussel species were identified as Regional Species of Greatest Conservation Need (RSGCN) through a collaborative 

assessment process carried out by the Midwest Landscape Initiative At-Risk Species Working Group. “Regional Stewardship Responsibility" refers 

to the portion of a species' range in the Midwest relative to North America as a whole. Additional details of this assessment can be found at: 

https://www.mlimidwest.org/midwest-regional-species-of-greatest-conservation-need/  

Very High Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional Stewardship 

Responsibility  

Venustaconcha troostensis Cumberland Bean 
 

KY  75-100% 

Cumberlandia monodonta Spectaclecase E IA IL IN KS KY MN MO WI  50-75% 

Epioblasma curtisii Curtis Pearlymussel E MO  75-100% 

Pleurobema rubrum Pyramid Pigtoe  IA IL IN KS KY NE OH  25-50% 

Epioblasma perobliqua White Catspaw E IN KY MI OH  100% (MAFWA 
Endemic) 

Hemistena lata Cracking Pearlymussel E, XN IN KY  25-50% 

Potamilus capax Fat Pocketbook E IL IN KY MN MO  75-100% 

Lampsilis rafinesqueana Neosho Mucket E KS MO  75-100% 

Cyprogenia stegaria Fanshell E, XN IL IN KY OH  75-100% 

Villosa ortmanni Kentucky Creekshell  KY  75-100% 

Lampsilis higginsii Higgins Eye E IA IL MN MO SD WI  100% (MAFWA 
Endemic) 

Quadrula fragosa Winged Mapleleaf E, XN IN KS KY MN MO SD WI  25-50% 

Epioblasma triquetra Snuffbox E IL IN KS KY MI MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

Theliderma cylindrica Rabbitsfoot  IL IN KS KY MO NE OH  25-50% 

Obovaria retusa Ring Pink E, XN IN KY  25-50% 

Villosa fabalis Rayed Bean E IL IN KY MI OH  75-100% 

Pegias fabula Littlewing Pearlymussel E KY  25-50% 

Plethobasus cyphyus Sheepnose E IA IL IN KY MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

https://www.mlimidwest.org/midwest-regional-species-of-greatest-conservation-need/


Epioblasma walkeri Tan Riffleshell E KY  50-75% 

Lampsilis abrupta Pink Mucket E IN KY MO OH  25-50% 

Leptodea leptodon Scaleshell E IL IN KY MI MN MO NE SD  50-75% 

Obovaria subrotunda Round Hickorynut PT IL IN KY MI OH  75-100% 

Ptychobranchus subtentus Fluted Kidneyshell E KY  25-50% 

Epioblasma rangiana Northern Riffleshell E IL IN KY MI OH  75-100% 

Plethobasus cicatricosus White Wartyback E, XN IN KY OH  50-75% 

Alasmidonta atropurpurea Cumberland Elktoe E KY  50-75% 

Plethobasus cooperianus Orangefoot Pimpleback E, XN IL IN KY  25-50% 

Pleurobema plenum Rough Pigtoe E, XN IN KY OH  50-75% 

Anodontoides denigrata Cumberland Papershell  KY  75-100% 

Pleurobema clava Clubshell E, XN IL IN KY MI NE OH  75-100% 

    

High Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional 

Stewardship 
Responsibility  

Elliptio crassidens Elephantear  IL IN KY MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

Simpsonaias ambigua Salamander Mussel Under Review IA IL IN KY MI MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

Lampsilis ovata Pocketbook  IL IN KY OH  50-75% 

Pleurobema cordatum Ohio Pigtoe  IL IN KY OH  50-75% 

Toxolasma lividum Purple Lilliput  IL IN KY MI MO OH  50-75% 

Cyprogenia aberti Western Fanshell Under Review KS MO  75-100% 

Reginaia ebenus Ebonyshell  IA IL IN KY MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

 

 

 



Moderate Concern 
Scientific Name Common Name Federal Listing 

Status* 
Midwest State Range Regional Stewardship 

Responsibility  

Cyclonaias nodulata Wartyback  IA IL IN KS KY MN MO OH WI  75-100% 

Alasmidonta marginata Elktoe  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  75-100% 

Ptychobranchus fasciolaris Kidneyshell  IL IN KY MI OH  75-100% 

Lasmigona compressa Creek Heelsplitter  IA IL IN KY MI MN ND NE OH SD WI  75-100% 

Lampsilis teres Yellow Sandshell  IA IL IN KS KY MN MO NE OH SD WI  50-75% 

Ellipsaria lineolata Butterfly Mussel  IA IL IN KS KY MN MO OH WI  50-75% 

Venustaconcha ellipsiformis Ellipse  IA IL IN KS MI MN MO WI  75-100% 

Villosa lienosa Little Spectaclecase  IL IN KY MO OH  50-75% 

Ligumia recta Black Sandshell  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO ND NE OH SD WI  75-100% 

Cyclonaias tuberculata Purple Wartyback  IA IL IN KS KY MI MN MO OH SD WI  75-100% 

 


