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YOUNG REPORTERS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT is an international project from the
Foundation for Environmental Education. In Canada it is coordinated by Environmental
Defence, with support from Sears Canada.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE
ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE protects the environment and human health. We research
solutions. We educate. We go to court when we have to. All in order to ensure clean
air, clean water and thriving ecosystems nationwide, and to bring a halt to Canada's
contribution to climate change.

FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (FEE) is a non-governmental and non-profit
organization aiming to promote sustainable development through environmental
education (formal school education, training of staff and general awareness raising).
FEE is mainly active through our five environmental education programs: Blue Flag,
Eco-Schools, Young Reporters for the Environment, Learning about Forests and
Green Key.

Hey, Young Reporters!
If you’re reading this guide it’s because you care about your
environment. You understand that writing is a powerful tool
for telling people about what’s happening in the world and
want people to be aware of what’s happening in their own
backyards.
You also might know that by submitting an article to Young
Reporters for the Environment you have the chance to have
your piece published in an international publication, win
cool prizes, and use your article to gain valuable attention
on an important issue.
In this guide, you will discover everything you need to know
to become an effective Young Reporter for the Environment.
We have all the tips for writing a great news article from our
resident writing expert Vanessa, and by the time you’re done
you will have an excellent piece that will educate people
about a significant environmental issue in your community.
Before you jump in, check out the next page for a brief
overview about everything you need to know to submit
your article and then, you are good to go!
With students from all across Canada, We can’t wait to
see everyone’s submissions. So what are you waiting for?

YOUNG REPORTERS TEAM
yre@environmentaldefence.ca

Editor’s Guidelines
Part of the fun of Young Reporters is the chance to have your article
printed in an international publication and to win cool prizes.
In order to be eligible, there are just a few quick things you’ll need
to keep in mind:
1.

Stories should be about the following topics:
•
•
•
•

2.

climate change
coastlines
energy
water

•
•
•
•

agriculture
cities
waste
biodiversity

Make sure you include local content. We’re interested in how this topic
affects your community!

3. Your article should be no more than 1000 words.
4.

If you would like to be eligible for the contest, you will need to submit your
piece by April 30, 2010.

That’s it! Now let the writing begin...
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Top Tips for Writing
If you have a knack for the written word, this book is for you. Becoming an effective
journalist will take a little practice, but the process will also be fun and leave you
with a great article and superb skills.

Vanessa Farquharson is a veteran environmental writer. As
the resident environment reporter for the National Post
she knows all the tips for writing a great piece. She has put
together six steps for writing an article that is engaging
and interesting. Use this guide as a quick overview on how
to write a news article, or check out www.youngreporters.ca
if you want more advice from Vanessa.

Step #1:
Choosing Your
Subject
While Young Reporters for the
Environment requires that you
choose one of seven subjects,
they are quite broad and the
difficult part can sometimes be
narrowing it down. Here are
Vanessa’s tips for selecting an
engaging and exciting story.

Vanessa’s
Top Tips:
Be In the Know. Reading other
people’s stories will help you
know what is being talked
about and what other aspects
of the story could be covered.
Discover Your Passion. It’s
important to write about
something you feel passionate
about. If you are interested in
the subject, it will come through
in your writing.

FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

Choose Your Subject
CLIMATE CHANGE
AGRICULTURE
COASTLINES
CITIES
ENERGY
WASTE
WATER
BIODIVERSITY

Step #2:
Keeping It Local
One of the easiest and best ways to appeal to your readers is to relate a big issue
back to what is happening in your own community. The challenge of Young
Reporters is to let the world know what environmental issues are happening in your
town or neighbourhood. For an interesting article be sure to find the local appeal.

Vanessa’s
Top Tips:
Remember Your Readers. The
first thought we have when we
read an article is usually ‘So
what?’ So think about what
would matter to your readers if
you were writing for your local
newspaper.
Levy the Local. We all tend to
be most interested in things
that are happening near to us,
so act as if you are writing for
your local newspaper and talk
about how your subject affects
your community.

FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

QUESTION: What are the first
three questions that come to mind
when you are thinking about your
subject on a local scale?

1.

2.

3.

Step #3:
Do Some Digging
To be an effective reporter you’re going to have to get the facts. There will often
be many people and sources to choose from and making a careful selection of
sources will help create a factual and engaging article. Performing interviews is
ideal, but you should do some digging as well – check out the Resources section
of the YRE website for more tips.

Check out www.youngreporters.ca
for a list of resources. Better yet,
when you find a good one share
it with other Young Reporters by
emailing it to yre@environmentaldefence.ca

MY TOP WEBSITES:
1.
2.
3.
FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

Vanessa’s
Top Tips:
Get Them Hooked. Begin with
the most interesting part of the
article before going into the
facts. You want to get people
interested and reading more!
Leave Your Opinions At Home.
The job of a reporter is to
present all the arguments and
facts in a piece so the readers
can come to their own conclusions.
Keep ‘Em Short. Keeping your
paragraphs to a couple sentences
each can help to make the
reading manageable and ensure
people will keep reading to the
end!

Step #4: Writing
By now, you should have a head
full of information and a blank
page in front of you – don’t
worry! Now is when you will
turn all your research into a
news article. Below you will find
Vanessa’s top tips for how to
write an effective piece. Check
out the next page for a sample
story from Vanessa.

The Golden Rule of Plagiarism.
Don’t do it. Any ideas you get
should be credited to the
original source. If you’re not
sure, check with someone.

Now go on –
get writing!
FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

Below is an example of Vanessa Farquason’s writing from The National Post — Oct. 11, 2008.

Step #5:
Editing
This is where you will turn your
decent writing into a rockin’ piece
of environmental journalism!
You can edit your story as you
write it, but Vanessa says she
finds it easier to write the whole
thing and then start going over
it with a fine tooth comb.

Vanessa’s
Top Tips:
Here are my top tips for editing.
Use this as a checklist while you
review your article.
Spelling. Use the spell check
function on your computer and
try reading your article backwards. It will help you look at
the spelling of each individual
word.
Check the Facts. Did you cover
all the basic questions in your
article?
Read out Loud. Does your
article make sense? Reading
your article out loud or to
someone else is a good to
make sure your article is
grammatically correct.
Finding Balance. Did you strike
a fair balance between all
opinions and sources on the
issue?

FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

Step #6:
Final Touches and Submitting
You’re almost finished your first piece – Congratulations! Now there are just a few
touches that will help make your pieces especially interesting

Vanessa’s
Top Tips:
Choosing a Headline. It should
be clear from the headline what
the story is about, although you
won’t want it to be a whole
paragraph long! Check out some
headlines from your local paper
to help get the idea, or read more
at www.youngreporters.ca
A Picture is Worth… you know.
As wonderful and descriptive
as your piece may be, the right
picture can go a long way in
bringing it to life. Be sure you
have permission to use the
photo you’re choosing, or
better yet, take your own!
(For photo tips, visit
www.youngreporters.ca)

FOR MORE TIPS FROM
VANESSA, PLEASE VISIT
www.youngreporters.ca

Submitting Your Piece
By the time you have finished this book hopefully you will have tried out all
the tips and tricks and created a photo you want to submit to Young Reporters.
You now only have to submit it to officially become a Young Reporter for the
Environment. It’s easy!
Log on to www.youngreporters.ca. Go to the “Submit” section and fill in the
requested information – this will make you eligible for Canadian prizes and to
have your piece on the YRE Canada website.
You will automatically receive an email with instructions on how to submit your
piece to the international competition so you have the chance to win further
awards.
For more information visit the website, or email: yre@environmentaldefence.ca

Thanks for participating in YOUNG REPORTERS FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT! Check out the website for more ideas to stay
involved with environmental issues in your area.
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