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The Importance of Promoting Student Action

S

tudent action projects are the most effective method by which students can apply
the knowledge they learned in the classroom and thus retain this information in
the long term. Action projects engage students in solving problems in their
communities and schools, and helps them master curriculum content by making
meaningful connections between what they are learning and the world at large. Action
projects can also help students develop a range of skills, from acts of kindness and caring
to environmental stewardship to community service. In addition, projects help students
realize that their actions matter, helping to develop their locus of control and sense that
they can make a difference.
Action projects are designed to change both the recipients (community members,
ecosystem health, etc.) and the student – the one who has completed the action project.
This transformation is accomplished by combining opportunities that link the project
with self-reflection and the acquisition of skills, values, and knowledge.
Recent studies indicate that students are more receptive to learning when their
surroundings and activities complement and reinforce the subject matter. For example, if
students are taught the principles of recycling and waste reduction and there are no efforts
being made to reduce waste in the school, it is unlikely that the lessons taught will have a
significant effect. However, in many cases when recycling is taught in conjunction with an
existing waste reduction program, or if students start reusing paper or implement other
sustainable practices, they will better understand resource management and change their
behavior at school and at home.

Action projects can include fairly simple individual behaviors as well as more comprehensive
school-wide events and activities. The scale of the project does not always determine its
merit. For action projects to be significant for all involved, they need to be well-researched,
outcome-oriented, planned, communicated, well-promoted, and evaluated. Look at the
climateclassroom.org web site about more information on the benefits and attributes of
successful action projects and service learning.
After watching An Inconvenient Truth, individuals overwhelmingly express a feeling that
they must take action to reduce greenhouse gases and stop global warming. These actions
include telling their friends to see the movie, trying to help others understand the issue,
reducing their own energy use, or working for communitywide changes in the way we
produce energy. In this section, we have provided examples and guidelines for action
projects. Examples are provided to create greater awareness for the issue of global warming
and educate others about individual and community activities to reduce carbon. More
involved examples focus on more involved school and local policy changes that will impact
how to value and use natural resources. In this section, an initial list of projects and
resources are provided. These have been grouped based on the classroom activities chosen
in the previous section and amount of time devoted to the movie and subsequent study
of global warming. Explore all of the solution projects proposed here as possibilities.
Each action project will be unique to those involved and their own environment.
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Scenario One: Climate Change in Our Society
Teacher Background Information
How well did the class do when they took the Global Warming survey in Scenario 1
on page 25? Have the students consider surveying their family and others. The survey can
extend to the whole school or the community. Students can tally the results and think
creatively about sharing the data and addressing any lack of knowledge they uncovered.
Raising awareness about climate change issues is critical for finding and implementing
solutions. This simple survey reveals a lot about what people do and don’t know. Students
using this survey may be surprised at the level at which people understand global
warming. Ideally, the results of a survey such as this will spur students to become more
active in educating and expanding their spheres of influence, family, friends, school and
the larger community.
If you have not already done so, complete the Option B Activity in Scenario 1. Recap the
results of the survey. Tally the votes as a class and put the results on the board. Were
students surprised by the results? What do the results suggest?
Suggest to students that as a project they use this survey to assess people’s knowledge of
global warming, and use the results to plan an activity or event to address that gap in
understanding or misconceptions.
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Scenario One: Climate Change in Our Society
Student Action Project
School-Wide Global Warming
Survey

Resource:

Set up the quiz online
possibly using
Survey Monkey,
www.surveymonkey.com
Then your job is to make
sure your intended
audience goes online and
takes the survey.

Many people hold the longstanding, but
false, assumption that the Earth is too vast
to harm through human activity and even
if real environmental harm is done, that
the Earth would recover quickly. In
reality, scientists find that the Earth’s
atmosphere is so thin that we have been
changing its chemical composition
through human activities and that these
changes are having observable effects.
It is important to help people understand
what global warming is and why it is
happening. One way is by teaching people
some basics through the Global Warming
Survey on page 25.
Some questions to ask:
• How well did you do on the Global
Warming quiz that you took? The
interesting thing about a quiz like this
is that it helps you see what you don’t
know, and that can be really useful.
Think about the questions that you
got wrong.
• Do you know the answers to them now?
• How would your friends and family do
on such a quiz?
This project is one way to help others see
what they don’t know, and then it gives
you the chance to help them learn!
Ask students to:
• First, figure out who they think should
take the quiz, maybe their grade, the
whole school, or maybe all of the
teachers.
• Next, suggest that they make a list of
everyone they want to survey. If they
want to try to get the whole school or
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maybe just their grade to take the quiz,
help them to obtain a list from the
principal’s office of the students they are
targeting. Students can use this list to
check off to ensure that everyone takes
the quiz.
• Determine the best way to get everyone
on their list to take the quiz. Suggest
that they could go to each science class,
and have the students take the quiz. Or
maybe they could set up a booth before
or after school and get students as they
are arriving or leaving to take the quiz.
Students can take the quiz home and
give it to adults.
• When all the surveys are completed,
students can compare adult responses
with teen responses.
• Take a look at the quiz. As a group,
discuss the questions to determine if
there is anything that should be added
or taken away. Make sure to set up a
database for tallying all of the
information before beginning.
Remember: It is best not to put in any
“open-ended” questions into the survey,
because that information is very hard to
analyze.
Once students have collected all of the
information, tally all of the results to see
what people know and what they don’t.
Communicating the results of any action
projects is key to success. Participants will
want to know the results of your survey.
Students can brainstorm ways to represent
the data collected, (pie charts, graphs,
creative posters). Prepare a report for
school distribution or local papers,
announce results on a school radio, school
paper, website or local cable access
channel. Students can use this data to
plan their next project!
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Scenario One: Climate Change in Our Society
Additional Action Projects and Resources
Throw An Inconvenient Truth Movie Watching Party
Plan the party by setting the date, time and location. Ask students to decide who they
want to invite, and create and send out invitations. When planning the party, remember
that the movie runs about 100 minutes. Don’t forget to add extra time for a group
discussion after the movie. Students will need a copy of the movie and good place to
watch it. Try renting it or borrowing it from the library, and reserve a space at school or a
local community center or library to watch the movie.
Resources:
Customize and send
an e-Card Invitation
or download a printable
invitation.
Create some fact sheets
to use in guiding the
post movie discussion
or for the follow-up
meeting.

When planning the event, ask students to consider how they felt after seeing the movie.
Did they have questions about things they saw in the film? Anticipate that after showing
the movie, the viewing group may have the same questions. Create a handout that
answers some of the “burning” questions that may have surfaced after seeing the movie.
A discussion after the movie can help plan for a follow up meeting to discuss individual
actions that can help reduce global warming or projects that the group might like to
take on.

Check out
www.nwf.org/
globalwarming
for more information on
global warming
and wildlife.

Throw
An Inconvenient Truth
Movie Watching Party
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Scenario One: Climate Change in Our Society
Global Warming Awareness School Fair
After surveying their school, students may find that many of their fellow students have
a lot to learn about global warming. Have them design and plan a Global Warming
Awareness Fair with speakers, activities and discussion groups. Alternatively, your students
may form a Global Warming Communications Committee for their school and create a
newsletter or website. Look for speakers to talk at your fair on Global Warming – consider
local politicians, or local non-profit groups who address this issue.
Host an Information Booth
Have students collate climate change information and put together informative sheets,
flyers, as well as posters and/or PowerPoint presentations on global warming and set up an
information booth in the hallway or outside the cafeteria at your school. Make the booth
decorative and interesting in order to encourage other students to approach them and
discuss climate change information. Also provide sign-up sheets for interested students to
continue to receive information and opportunities for future actions.
Trash on the Lawn Day
Have students dump all trash from the school onto the lawn and go through and figure
out what is not being recycled and what could be. Weigh the stuff that should be recycled
and use information to develop an ongoing recycling and composting program. Use
information to educate students, staff, and even the community about the amount of
energy it takes to make paper from virgin material versus paper made from recycled
material, post-consumer waste as well as cans and bottles.
Resources:

Note: Encourage all students and staff to wear protective gloves when handling trash.

www.ClimateClassroom.org
has a great educational slide
show and PowerPoint that can
be used to teach others about
global warming.

Hapcap

At your event, consider having
students take a pledge to
fight global warming
http://www.
redwhiteandgreen.org/
pledge.html

Hold a Global
Warming Youth
Summit
Try holding a Global
Warming Youth
Summit. Bring schools
within your district
together to network,
learn more about
global warming, gain
skills and develop a
network of “power”
between schools. You
can research and invite
different speakers to
talk about the issues, plan a day-long event, and involve students from different schools in
a collaborative action project for the day or for the long term.
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Scenario Two: The Science of Global Warming
Teacher Background Information
Action projects in this section are designed to complement the study of the carbon cycle
in Scenario 2. Planting trees, shrubs and altering the landscape to benefit wildlife and
people will:
• reduce carbon producing activity impacts as plants take in carbon and produce oxygen
• provide thermal cover from heat and cold for wildlife and people to minimize the
impact of higher and lower temperature
• provide essential habitat for wildlife often displaced due to climate change and
habitat loss.
The creation of a schoolyard habitat is an excellent opportunity to reach out to
community members and invite their participation. To build support for your project,
introduce your community to the contributions that the habitat site can make to enrich
the school’s educational offerings. The schoolyard habitat can be a benefit to the entire
community as a public place for all to visit and enjoy.
You may find assistance in your community from a wide variety of sources, such as
landscape architects ready for a new challenge; local businesses willing to donate plants,
landscape materials and expertise; garden and civic clubs excited to offer their knowledge
and hands-on involvement. These are only a few suggestions for making the link between
your project and the community, be creative and don’t be afraid to ask! The material
contributions, in-kind support and resource connections will be invaluable to your project
and will help strengthen school – community ties.
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Scenario Two: The Science of Global Warming
Student Action Project
Schoolyard Habitat
Let’s get students and other team members to study and map out the potential garden.
Everyone can participate by either writing or drawing:
• Physical elements (soil, topography, water sources, drainage patterns, sun and wind
exposure),
• Ecological components (plants and animals, including insects),
• Human influences (buildings, sidewalks, playing fields, utility right-of-ways and asphalt
areas),
• Boundaries (including nearby habitats).
It’s also fun to learn about the history of your site. How was the land used before your
students arrived? Students might interview long-time community residents and conduct
other research.
When you choose your site, make sure it’s great for wildlife and people. All wildlife
requires food, water, cover and places to reproduce and raise their young. Make it
accessible for classes to use and for community members to visit.
Resource:

Check out NWF’s Schoolyard
Habitat program online at
www.nwf.org/schoolyard

Some examples of things your students might discuss include finding:
• water pools in one area of the schoolyard for planting water-loving plants.
• a steep slope and talk about whether or not to plant on it.
• in their historical study, that part of the schoolyard was a landfill, so it might not be safe
to dig there.
• a natural area that already attracts wildlife and decide to leave that area alone from
human interference.
Now make a plan of what needs to be done and by whom. Include maintenance time after
the project is done - watering, weeding, and other maintenance throughout the summer
and following school year. Be sure to include sustainable gardening practices in your
maintenance plan.
Consider organizing your tasks and assigning responsibilities into a planning chart for the
duration of the year. Set goals, objectives to reach the goals, and action items. Identify the
resources you will need, where they may be located, and who will be responsible for each
of the steps. Set a date to start the project and an anticipated finish date. Celebrate your
progress along the way, and plan a ceremony for the grand opening of your habitat!
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Scenario Two: The Science of Global Warming
Additional Action Projects & Resources
Tree Planting
Collaborate with local landscaping companies and see if they
will donate native trees and machinery to help you plant them.
Ask their advice on the correct types of trees and optimum
location to provide cooling shade in the summer, and wind
blocks in the winter. You can choose an area in the community
where habitats have been compromised or plant the trees in
your schoolyard for beauty and shade.
Adopt an Elementary School

Resources:

Talk to teachers and administrators of elementary schools in
your area to see if you can collaborate with them on a habitat
action project on their campus. Whether they have a lot of
open space that could use habitat restoration or limited space
for extra greening, high school students should take charge of
the project and mentor the elementary school students to set
an example for how to take care of and get involved in greening
their communities.

http://www.nrel.gov/
learning/re_solar.html
http://www.consumer
energyalliance.org

Solar Challenge
Have students develop a solar challenge for their school, where
they educate school staff, officials and students about solar
energy and then work to raise funds to qualify for solar panels
through various means such as through British Petroleum (BP)
or the Mississippi (MS) Energy Consumer’s Alliance.
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Scenario Two: The Science of Global Warming

Light Bulb Sale

Resources:

The EPA has useful
information about the
different types of CFLs and
how to use them.
http://www.energystar.gov/
index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls
Project Plan It!
Web-based resource to
help guide a project from
dream to reality –
www.ysa.org/planit/

Hold a light bulb drive by selling energy efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs)
to raise money to support your community campaign or to help the school buy new light
bulbs. Work to get your community to change their bulbs from incandescent to the
more energy efficient CFLs. Find out if your local energy company offers rebates and/or
conservation kits for changing light bulbs to CFLs. If so, develop a plan for spreading
the word in your community and getting people to take advantage of the program.
If you cannot find a source for a rebate program, try starting your own community wide
campaign to get residents to commit to change their next burned out light bulb to a CFL.
Ask a home improvement center to partner with you and perhaps they can offer coupons
for CFLs that you can hand out as part of your campaign.
Think Outside the Bottle Pledge
Work to educate your school about associated issues and problems with bottled water
and other drinks. Have them sign pledge not to drink bottled water, but to use re-usable
water bottles instead. Give prizes to homerooms that have all students sign a pledge
(www.thinkoutsidethebottle.org).
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Scenario Three: Moving from Knowledge to Action
Teacher Background Information
In this scenario, students can brainstorm how they can reduce their individual carbon
footprint, as well as discuss how they can collectively develop a plan that would make a
tremendous difference in everyday habits such as transportation, energy use and
consumption of goods. On average, cars emit about 12,000 pounds of carbon a year and
as our Earth’s population grows so does human output of carbon emissions via activities
like driving. Low gas mileage cars like SUVs, or lack of routine maintenance for average
vehicles, such as proper tire pressure, decreases fuel efficiency, cost you more money at the
gas pump and increases the amount of CO2 emitted into the atmosphere.
Properly inflated tires reduce CO2 emissions by improving gas mileage efficiency, and
reduce the production of petroleum products by extending the life of tires and delaying
the need to purchase new ones. Average car tires should last 5 – 7 years and at a cost of
$400 for four new tires, maintenance is worth it. When you do need new tires, be sure
to recycle those old ones. Old tires are used to build sound barriers on highways, athletic
equipment and other everyday items. Learn more at www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/
muncpl/tires/science.htm.
Tires can lose several pounds of pressure a month due to temperature and seasonal
changes, so it is important to check the air pressure regularly.
Electricity and natural gas power our computers, cars and the lights in our homes. We use
these resources to acquire almost everything that we depend on from food and water to
clothing and shelter. The need for alternative energy, or energy produced from resources
besides oil, natural gas, and petroleum, is a growing concern in America and around the
world. As our world’s population grows, human consumption of energy grows thus
exhausting the already limited oil and gas supplies. Investing in new technologies to find
alternative energy sources is critical and the key to future success but it is also necessary
that we look at some of the big energy wasters and work to eliminate them.
Biodiesel is an excellent option because it is available right now. Any car or truck that runs
on diesel can use it, and there are currently many new cars and trucks available to buy that
have either diesel engines or flex-fuel engines which can take both gasoline and biodiesel.
There are also things that can be done today that will make a huge dent in energy
consumption. Consider all of the school buses we see everyday parked with idling engines
in front of our schools, spewing thousands of pounds of CO2 into the air and wasting
millions of gallons of fuel!
Another primary source of CO2 emissions is from all of the electricity we use in our daily
lives. Many power companies give consumers the option to purchase a percentage of their
power from alternative sources. Unfortunately, many of these programs are not well
publicized. Increasing awareness and enrollment into these programs can raise the demand
for alternative energy sources, and encourage power companies to purchase or create more
electricity generated from solar, wind or other alternative sources.
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Scenario Three: Moving from Knowledge to Action

Student Action Project
Bus/Car Idling Project
Resources:

Try out the bus idling
calculator to determine how
much CO2 is being released
now in your schools’ fleet
of school buses.
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/sc
hoolbus/idle_fuel_calc.htm
EPA has a tool kit for
conducting your own bus
idling campaign at
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/sc
hoolbus/antiidling.
htm#implement

Your students now clearly understand why driving, which churns out CO2 , is one major
contributing factor to global warming. Though they might not drive themselves yet, they
still have influence over curbing vehicle emissions. This project gives action options such
as implementing a bus idling campaign, switching buses to biodiesel, promoting the
purchase of alternative energy through the local power company and encouraging friends
and family to consider earth-friendly ways to commute to work and school.
Every day thousands of schools buses are used across the country and they provide safe
and effective transportation for kids, but as buses sit idling in front of schools they can
pollute air in and around the bus. Exhaust from buses can also enter school buildings
through air intakes, doors, and open windows. Diesel bus exhaust from excessive idling
can be a health concern.
Idling buses also waste fuel and money. When idling, a typical school bus engine burns
approximately half a gallon of fuel per hour. School districts that eliminate unnecessary
idling and switch to an alternative fuel can save significant dollars in fuel costs each year.
Develop a School Bus Idling campaign in which a plan is drawn up for a school/
community-wide campaign to end bus idling.
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Scenario Three: Moving from Knowledge to Action
Additional Action Projects & Resources
Pump Up Your Ride
Increase tire inflation awareness in your school or community.
Dedicate a weekend to getting others to inflate their tires.
Organize a fundraiser and charge a fee per pound of air to
inflate tires (organized similar to a Car Wash). Get the word
out through the media – tell them what you are doing and why.
Connect “Pump Up Your Ride” to other transportation
projects in your area, such as biodiesel promotion, alternative
transportation, or neighborhood car pooling campaigns, by communicating with other
local groups working on these issues.
Resources:

GoLoco is an online service
that helps people quickly
arrange ride sharing
between friends, neighbors,
and colleagues. We also
handle online payments from
passengers to drivers for
their share of the trip costs.
www.Goloco.com
Get rewarded for your
carpools with NuRide. Visit
www.nuride.com/nuride/
main/main.jsp
for more info.

Tires can lose several pounds of pressure a month due to temperature and seasonal
changes, so it is important to check the air pressure regularly. It is easy to fill a vehicle’s
tires with air.
What you will need:
• Air pressure gauge tool – Looks like a steel pen and costs about $2.50.
• Correct psi (pounds per square inch) for specific tire inflation (usually found on the
inside of the driver’s side door and/or on the tire).
• Air pump – Gas station air for less than a dollar is the easiest way to inflate car tires.
Bike to School Day
Coordinate a Bike to School Day with students where
participants agree to not use cars to get to school. You can even
put together a pledge drive and raise money for “miles traveled”
where the more miles a student bikes, the more money they
raise to put toward school conservation efforts. The day can
also be extended to a week or a month. As an extension,
include teachers and administrators in the challenge and
provide awards to the students who biked the most miles (and raised the most money)
and/or the students who biked the most days.
School Car Pool or Ride Share
Do you see more and more students driving rather than taking
the school bus? High school student schedules often have more
flexibility and many students need transportation for afterschool jobs. Teachers’ schedules are also complex due to before
and after school activities. Try to reduce the number of cars
parking at your school by starting a carpool program for
students and teachers. This will reduce congestion at school and
reduce CO2, and you may even meet some new friends. There are two great websites listed
in the resources section that can help you get your program started.
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Scenario Three: Moving from Knowledge to Action
You, Me & Bio D

Resources:

For information on biodiesel
and where to find it in
your state, go to:
www.biodiesel.org/
buyingbiodiesel/guide/
default.shtm
For more information on all
alternative fuels for vehicles
and their pros and cons,
read the article
http://www.climate
protect.org/at6

Reducing CO2 emissions by changing behavior is really important, but using new sources
that simply don’t pollute as much is an excellent idea too! Solar, wind, water, and
biodiesel (Bio-D) are all forms of alternative energy that use renewable or unlimited
resources. Biodiesel is a relatively unfamiliar energy source but may be the most interesting
option for cars. It can come from used vegetable oil which is easily collected at area
restaurants, or it can be made from unused vegetable oil. Either way, it is processed into a
clear fuel called biodiesel. Soybeans and corn can be grown and converted into a liquid
called ethanol that is also used as fuel. Biodiesel can be used in cars that already accept
diesel fuel. It is gaining in popularity and becoming easier to find. Right now it is available
in all 50 states.
Start a campaign to get all municipal buses including school buses to switch to biodiesel
fuels. Work with local organizations that are offering unique or innovative solutions for
cleaner, alternative energy sources. Contact them to see how your group can help them
publicize their goals and projects. In addition, many energy companies have programs
where you can sign up to have a percentage of the electricity you purchase come from
alternative energy sources, so check out your local power company to see if they offer such
a program. If so start a drive to get your school, local businesses and community members
to sign up for this program.

Resource:

More information on the
Good Neighbor program
can be found at
www.nwf.org./goodneighbor
Run a Good Neighbor Contest
Have students run a residential campaign in their neighborhood to see which household
can reduce the most carbon emissions. Students can provide training for any interested
resident and serve as the resource for their neighborhood.
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Explaining Global Warming to Others
Teacher Background Information
There are many methods you can use to get your message across, and letter writing is one
of the easiest and most effective. Letter writing serves other important purposes as well:
it helps educate your group and others on the issues, and it can help bring in new
membership. Writing letters is a great first step in sharing your opinion with both peers
and politicians! This activity is intended to outline the “how-to” of a successful letter
writing campaign in your school and in your community.
Teaching students that their opinions matter, and instilling in them the importance of
addressing their government representatives help form good habits of civic participation
that can last throughout students’ lives. It also promotes confidence in their opinions,
writing skills, and ability to disseminate information and explain their viewpoints in
writing.
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Explaining Global Warming to Others
Student Action Project
Letter Writing
Our elected officials are accountable to us, and we must
communicate our concerns to them. Few decision-makers can
ignore outcry from their constituents, and most are genuinely
interested in the opinions of the people they represent.
Remember: Your letters DO count, they ARE read, and they
DO make a difference!
When planning and writing your letter, there are a few things to keep in mind to get your
point across in the most effective way. Address decision-makers properly (a rude letter will
be recycled at best, and may hurt more than help.) If your official has a good
environmental voting record, be sure to commend him/her. Use area-specific examples to
support your position. Limit your letter to one topic, and if possible, use only one page.
Ask your legislator to state his or her position on the issues in a reply. If you are writing to
a legislator other than your own senator or representative, also forward a copy of your
letter to your district legislator as a courtesy.
If you are interested in generating mass support for an issue, consider holding a public
letter-writing session in your school or community. Be sure to get permission from the
appropriate officials before setting up a table or booth. When publicizing your activities,
always remember that it helps to have a local angle. List the reasons that your issue matters
to the local community as well as to the state and country. If at all possible, have
something that you can give to those who do write letters. Something as simple as a
button or a sticker shows the person’s involvement. Tape a sample letter and the decisionmaker’s address to the table in full view. After collecting the letters, send them out in
batches. Getting a few letters a day for a week or two on a single issue has a big impact on
your legislator.
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Explaining Global Warming to Others
Additional Action Projects & Resources
Design Community Flyers
Students can research some of the most pressing issues facing
their community in terms of climate change. Then have them
identify the ones they think are most important – is it CFL
light bulbs? Car use? Plastic bags? Brainstorm some good ideas
and then have the students design flyers and signs to post
around their community to encourage adults and other kids to
act more responsibly toward their environment.
Start a Blog
Start a school blog about climate change issues in your
community and discuss action projects that students have
undertaken to improve their local habitats. Students can take
turns writing entries, and these entries can range from scientific
write-ups, to descriptions of projects, to journal entries, to
creative pieces such as poems or stories. Be sure to include
pictures and video if you have them!
Develop a Poster or PSA Contest
Pick an issue or a set of issues about climate change that
students can pick from and create a poster or public service
announcement project about it. You can create different
categories to judge them by – best video, best radio spot, best
poster, etc. Then have a school assembly to present all the
winners and include local news media to interview the students
and broadcast their winning entries.
Start a Newsletter
Develop a Global Warming Communications Committee for
your school and create an ongoing newsletter or website. If you
have surveyed the school with the Global Warming Quiz,
reporting the results would be a great topic for your first issue.
Use the newsletter to report on steps the school is taking to
become more energy-efficient, or to report stories of things that
could be changed in the school to make it more energy
efficient.
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Ideas and Resources for Green School Audits
Conduct a School or Home Energy Audit
Online resources include:
– U.S Department of Energy
http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/energy_audits/index.cfm/mytopic
=11160.
– Alliance to Save Energy
http://www.ase.org/content/article/detail/971
– Energy Star
http://www.energystar.gov/
Check Out Your Local Power Company
Many energy companies have programs where you can sign up to have a percentage of the
electricity you purchase come from alternative energy sources. Check out your local power
company to see if they offer such a program. If so, start a drive to get your school, local
businesses and community members to sign up for this program.
Conduct a Light Bulb Audit in Your School
Find out how many incandescent light bulbs are being used that could be changed to
CFLs. Calculate the potential savings in cost and pollution. Use the information you have
collected to start a campaign to replace all light bulbs in your school with compact
fluorescents. Try working with a local business, such as a home improvement store or your
local energy supplier to get them to donate CFLs or to provide funding to buy CFLs. Set a
goal and calculate the emissions saved. Consider challenging another school to see which
of you can get the most light bulbs replaced.
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