Hockey Mascots on Thin Ice
Oh! The good ol’ hockey game, is the best game you can name! But the good ol’ hockey game, is
threatened by climate change.
Many hockey players and fans can trace their love for
the sport back to playing on frozen backyard or
neighborhood ponds. The outdoor element is key to
this cold weather game. But climate change threatens
to shorten or halt this traditional introduction to the
sport. Natural ice is expected (and to a certain extent,
has already begun) to freeze later in the season and
thaw earlier in the spring. That means less time to
safely skate on natural outdoor ice. But it’s not just
the sport of hockey that is in jeopardy, it’s our hockey
team’s wildlife mascots as well! Whether a fierce
panther, a soaring falcon, or a huge bear – mascots are the face of our favorite hockey teams. Whether
they represent an NHL team, minor or junior league, or Division I college team, these animated animals
get the home crowds cheering and rally athletes and fans alike!
Oregon State University via Flickr

Unfortunately, many of the plants and animals that
inspired our favorite teams’ names and mascots are facing
a losing streak. From the Pittsburgh Penguins to the
Toledo Walleye, climate change is quickly becoming the
toughest opponent to the long-term survival of wildlife.
Climate change impacts like sea level rise, extreme
droughts and storms, warming temperatures, and melting
snowpack are altering key habitat elements that are
critical to survival, putting wildlife at risk.

Christopher Michel via Flickr

We cannot afford to sit on the sidelines: climate solutions


Make the call for regulations that reduce carbon pollution and other air pollutants that drive
climate change and endanger the health of our communities and wildlife. The Clean Power Plan
is the Environmental Protection Agency’s first ever move to place curbs on carbon pollution
from power plants. Let your Members of Congress and Governors know that you support action
on climate change!



Invest in clean, wildlife-friendly, renewable energy sources to replace our dependence on dirty
fossil fuels. Federal financial incentives such as the Production Tax Credit (PTC) and Investment
Tax Credit (ITC) are vital to strengthening the foundation of the American wind and solar
industries.



Make our communities and wildlife more resilient to the impacts of climate change and
practicing “climate-smart conservation” by taking climate change into account in our wildlife
and natural resource management efforts.
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Taking a shot at climate change!
NWF works every day to protect America’s wildlife from climate change by advocating for strong climate
legislation, fighting for increased wildlife-friendly renewable energy, and building support for the Clean
Power Plan.
The NHL has also recently moved towards climate action. In 2014 the League released a sustainability
report with a breakdown of the League’s own environmental impact as well as plans to improve NHL
facilities to reduce their carbon footprint and improve energy efficiency. The report acknowledges the
importance of cold temperatures and available freshwater to make ice and host outdoor hockey events
like the NHL Winter Classic, giving the League a vested interest in curbing climate change.
Kevin Smith via Flickr

Birds
It’s no surprise that birds are both a favorite
for mascot inspiration and a favorite of
wildlife lovers! Though teams like the
Pittsburgh Penguins and the Bowling Green
Falcons may be able to soar over the
competition, falcons, bald eagles, and ducks
can’t fly away, nor, penguins swim away,
from the risks of climate change.

Much like the risks faced by frozen outdoor
ponds used for ice hockey pick-up games –
the ice that penguins rely on for survival is at
risk of melting as well. In fact, survival of the
world’s largest penguin species – emperor
penguins – depends on reliable access to food sources such as krill, which grow on the underside of sea
ice. However, with climate change speeding melting, less food is available for both chicks and adults.
Fast flying peregrine falcons are one of the most formidable birds of prey. The mascot of the U.S. Air
Force Academy, they truly represent the school motto of “Fly, Fight, Win!” But these birds are facing the
turbulence of climate change. It is altering weather patterns and sometimes causing falcon chicks to
drown in their nests due to extreme rain events. Perhaps these high flyers might be better off joining
the Naval Academy.
Bald eagles, symbols of the United States and of teams like the Washington Capitals, Liberty University,
Colorado Eagles, and Great Falls Americans, are also at risk from climate change. Climate change is
projected to make finding salmon carcasses for these iconic birds of prey to feed on, much more
difficult. Additionally, changing landscapes and habitats in Denali National Park and the sagebrush
steppe due to climate change may have profound impacts on golden eagles.
Ducks are a favorite species for sportsmen, wildlife watchers, and fans of the Anaheim Ducks alike. A
variety of duck species are found across America - such as the mallard and blue-winged teal; but ducks
are crying foul as climate change is changing their habitat. Critical waterfowl habitat of coastal marshes
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and estuaries along the Pacific and
Gulf coasts are threatened by sealevel rise. So is one of the most
important waterfowl breeding areas
in North America: the Prairie Pothole
Region, in the northern Great Plains.
Small ponds essential for nesting and
raising young are expected to go dry,
leaving many ducks with no place to
go.

Jerry Kirkhart via Flicker

TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Pittsburgh Penguins, Washington Capital’s Slap Shot the Bald Eagle, Anaheim Ducks, U.S. Air Force
Academy Falcons, Colorado Eagles, Bowling Green State University Falcons (OH), Great Falls Americans
Eagles (MT), Liberty University’s Sparky the Eagle (VA), Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins, Bentley
University Falcons (MA), Boston College Eagles, Eastern Michigan University Eagles, and Niagara
University Purple Eagles
USFWS Midwest

Bears
Nobody wants to take on an angry bear.
Be they black bears, grizzly bears, or polar
bears, the latter of which can weigh up to
1,700 pounds or more, all three strike fear
in their opponents. Unfortunately, bears,
as mighty as they are, are being impacted
by climate change.

Louie, the blue polar bear of the St. Louis
Blues, and the University of Alaska’s
Nanook know all too well that climate
change is accelerating in the Arctic and
decreasing polar bear populations. The chief threats to polar bears are loss of sea ice habitat from
warming air and water temperatures, making them unable to catch seals at their breathing holes in the
ice. The U.S. Geological Survey projects that two thirds of polar bears will be gone by 2050 – without
quick action on climate change, these mascots may be the last of their kind!
Although black bears have a diverse diet and range widely across North America, they are not immune
to climate change. In the West, intense drought (one of the many consequences of climate change) has
already left bears desperately hungry. This is putting both humans and bears at risk, as bears have more
often ventured into towns and communities. Furthermore, with warmer weather and shorter winters,
bears are spending less time hibernating, which increases the risk of dangerous human/bear conflicts.
Unfortunately, climate change could bring bears like the University of Maine black bear to our front
door instead of the hockey arena.
To learn more visit NWF.org/hockey
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TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Boston Bruins’ Blades the Bruin, University of Maine
Black Bears, Hershey Bears (PA), Brown University Bears,
Cornell University Big Red Bear, St. Louis Blues’ Louie the
Blue Polar Bear, and University of Alaska’s Nanook the
Polar Bear

Lions and Tigers

Valerie via Flicker

There are few cooler cats than lions and tigers. Lions are the king of beasts and the star player of the
animal kingdom. The LA Kings and Manchester Monarchs both take their mascot from this regal animal.
Tigers, the largest feline in the world, are fearless, so it’s no surprise that Colorado College and
Princeton’s teams boast such a ferocious mascot.
Even though lions and tigers are at the top of the food chain, some populations are playing defense to a
new predator: climate change. Coastal mangrove forests, the primary habitat of Bengal tigers, is already
disappearing due to sea level rise. Mangrove forests, even though they are adapted to growing in
shallow waters and may be able to withstand rising sea levels, are nonetheless being lost due to
increased extreme weather events like tsunamis and cyclones, taking Bengal Tiger habitat from right
under their feet. Lions, which roam much of southern Africa, lost a third of their Serengeti population in
seven years (1994 to 2001) when extreme
USFWS
drought followed by heavy seasonal rains
caused widespread disease and death. As
climate change worsens, similar extreme
droughts and heavy precipitation are
expected with increasing intensity and
frequency.
TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Los Angeles Kings’ Baily the Lion, Manchester
Monarchs (NH), Lindenwood University Lions
(MI), Colorado College Tigers, Princeton
University Tigers, Rochester Institute of
Technology Tigers (NY)

Extreme Weather
Hurricanes, heat waves, droughts, fires, and floods are plaguing our country as climate change brings on
more intense weather events. It is no surprise that team names and mascots would be represented by
these strong and destructive events. The Colorado Avalanche, Carolina Hurricanes, Tampa Bay Lightning,
and Cincinnati Cyclones all boast teams and mascots that intimidate the competition with a show of
devastating force.

To learn more visit NWF.org/hockey
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While Colorado residents may not want any
avalanches outside of their hockey arena, they do
want plenty of snow to remain in the Rocky
Mountains. In the Rockies and across the western
United States, snowpack accounts for as much as
80 percent of the water supply for people and
wildlife alike. Climate change is expected to cause
a considerable reduction in average snowpack
across the region, as well as earlier and morerapid spring snowmelt in many locations. The
Colorado Avalanche may simply melt away. In
addition to less snowmelt, stronger hurricanes are on the rise across the country with higher housedestroying wind speeds, more precipitation, and bigger storm surges. Climate-driven extreme weather is
one of the most significant ways that both people and wildlife are impacted by climate change.
Steve Arnold via Flicker

TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Colorado Avalanche, Cincinnati Cyclones, Tampa Bay Lightning, Carolina Hurricanes

Wildcats

Florida Fish and Wildlife

North America is home to many awesome
wildcats like the Canada lynx, the ocelot, and
the Florida panther. The University of New
Hampshire, University of Vermont, Villanova
University, Northern Michigan University and
others boast the fierce wildcat as their mascot.
The University of Pittsburgh and the Florida
Panther’s name sake is an endangered species. As sea levels continue to rise, the Florida panther may be
even further displaced from its habitat. Just three feet of sea level rise, expected by the end of the
century, would flood 30% of Florida panther habitat. The Canada lynx ranges across the border into a
few northern states including Maine, Montana, and Washington. Climate change could lead to
disappearance from the lower 48 states in the next 50 years because of its reliance of deep snow cover.
The ocelot ranges across southern Texas and Mexico and are already being threatened by droughts
driven by climate change. Further, sea level rise is expected to wipe out some of the ocelot’s coastal
habitat in South Texas. It could soon be lights out for the nocturnal ocelots and other wildcats as climate
change makes a play at their habitat. It’s not all bad news though. Mountain lions like the Penn State
Nittany Lions are still in the game and not expected to be significantly impacted.
TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Florida Panthers, University of New Hampshire Wildcats, University of Pittsburgh Panthers, Villanova
University Wildcats, University of Vermont Catamounts, Northern Michigan University Wildcats,
University of Arizona Wildcats
To learn more visit NWF.org/hockey
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Bighorn Rams
Sturdy and powerful, bighorn sheep rams
are a symbol of strength and
perseverance. It is not a surprise that
Colorado State University, West Chester
University, and the Helena Bighorns have
made rams their mascot. These rockclimbing animals of the high country once
nearly disappeared from our western
landscapes due to disease from domestic
Dan Dzurisin via Flickr
sheep, competition for forage, and other
factors. Unfortunately, while some
bighorn sheep populations have recovered, climate change is a new and growing threat.
Winter snowpack in the Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevada is critical for maintaining important food
and water sources for bighorn sheep throughout the year. Unfortunately, climate change is expected to
significantly reduce average snowpack in the region. Bighorn sheep are projected to be challenged by
this rapidly melting snowpack along with warming temperatures and less rainfall, which could throw off
reproductive cycles and reduce the survival of their young. As climate change continues to worsen in the
decades ahead, bighorn sheep rams are expected be down a few players.
TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Helena Bighorns (MT), Colorado State University Rams, West Chester University Rams (PA), University of
Rhode Island Rams

Plants

Geneva Wirth via Flirkr

Not all mascots are intimidating animals, but that doesn’t
mean they don’t feel the relentless offense of climate
change. Ohio State University has adopted the buckeye
as its home team mascot and Syracuse University boasts
“The Orange” as theirs. Unfortunately, drought, storms,
and heat brought on by climate change are making
Ohio’s environment less hospitable for their own state
tree. With the suitable ranges of these trees changing,
the best call for Ohio Buckeyes is to move north - into
rival Michigan Wolverine territory. Syracuse University’s
mascot, Otto the Orange, may run out of juice as rising temperatures decrease water availability,
causing orange production to drop. The University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Science
warns that climate change is “potentially catastrophic” for oranges and other agriculture in the state.
TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Ohio State University Buckeyes and Syracuse University’s Otto the Orange
To learn more visit NWF.org/hockey
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Aquatic Wildlife
With temperatures of oceans, freshwater lakes, and rivers
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
warming aquatic wildlife are increasingly facing a tough
competitor in climate change. The walleye is both a cold-water
loving fish and the face of the Toledo Walleye hockey team.
Unfortunately, warming water temperatures from climate
change are reducing walleye prey and allowing nonnative fish to
expand their range and compete with the walleye for food
sources. Additionally, increasing incidence of algal blooms made
worse by climate change, threaten to clog our waterways and
create dead zones where fish simply cannot survive. This not only
impacts fish, but can threaten our health and often lead to fishing
closures. But freshwater species are not the only ones in danger.
Salt water and estuarine species, like the San Jose Sharks, are at
risk from climate impacts as well. Studies suggest that changes in temperature and extreme changes in
freshwater input are most devastating to freshwater or estuarine shark species, while those living in the
deep ocean are less vulnerable. More unknown, is how sharks are impacted by ocean acidification, rising
ocean temperatures, and a possible change in ocean circulation.
Richard Ling via Flickr

TEAMS WITH IMPACTED MASCOTS:
Toledo Walleye (OH) and San Jose Sharks
These hockey mascots and the wildlife they
represent are on thin ice as climate change
degrades their habitats and makes it harder
to find food. These animals and our outdoor
hockey games will benefit from strong
action on climate change. The Clean Power
Plan is the single most significant action
being taken by the U.S. government to
reduce carbon pollution and will spur a
transition to clean energy as we rise to the
challenge of climate change.

Citations available upon request.
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