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170,000 
Total acre-feet capacity of reservoir  
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$480 million  
Estimated cost to complete project 
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$10 million  
Funds needed to initiate project 
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7,800 
Number of anticipated jobs created  

as a result of the project 

 
…………………………………………………………………… 

 

$4 
Economic return on every $1 spent 

on restoring the Everglades 

  

The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan calls for the construction 

of the C-43 Reservoir adjacent to the Caloosahatchee River in Hendry 

County, Florida.  This project is critical to restoring the estuaries of 

southwest Florida, including Charlotte Harbor National Estuary, an 

important contributor to the sustainability of Gulf of Mexico fisheries.  

 

Under current practice, in times of drought, the Caloosahatchee estuary 

suffers from lack of freshwater, which is held back to meet water supply 

needs.  During the wet season, if Lake Okeechobee rises to a level that 

threatens the integrity of the Herbert Hoover Dike, large pulses of nutrient-

laden water is discharged to coastal estuaries. The releases trigger algal 

blooms, seagrass loss, and disrupts the salinity balance required to maintain 

healthy estuaries. More gradual and strategically planned releases of fresh 

water are important to maintain the continued productivity of the region.  

 

This project involves an above-ground reservoir (170,000 ac-ft capacity) 

located south of the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed, and will 

comprise a significant portion of total water storage requirement for the C-

43 Basin. This project will capture stormwater runoff and water released 

from Lake Okeechobee during the wet season and releases the water when 

needed during the dry season in order to maintain healthy salinity balances in 

the estuary.  

 

More natural, seasonal fluctuations in estuarine salinity are conducive to 

creating a productive nursery area for Gulf fisheries and also essential habitat 

for nearly 40 percent of Florida’s rare, threatened, and endangered species. 

The project has tremendous value for the people who depend on the 

ecologial health of the unique marine, estuarine, and freshwater wetlands of 

the Gulf coast estuary for their livelihood and property values.  
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THE EVERGLADES 

C-43 West Basin Reservoir 



Restoring the Everglades:  

A National Priority  
    

The Everglades Are A National Treasure 
Like America’s Everglades, the Gulf of Mexico is an American 
treasure that has suffered from a half-century’s worth of ecological 
degradation, resulting in coastal ecosystems that are disappearing at an 
alarming rate, fisheries that are a mere vestige of what they once were, 
and coastal communities that are increasingly vulnerable to rising sea 
levels, more frequent and powerful storms, and coastal flooding.  The 
declining health of the Gulf adversely impacts Florida Bay and 
Florida’s estuaries, while degradation in the greater Everglades 
ecosystem contributes to the decline of the Gulf’s critical estuaries 
and impairs the ability of the Gulf to recover from other natural and 
human-induced stressors. Restoring the Everglades is not only critical 
to people and the environment in Florida, it is also critical to restoring 
of the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

The RESTORE Act: A Perfect Fit 
While there is a comprehensive restoration plan for the Everglades, 
there have been major roadblocks to accomplishing restoration 
including obtaining needed authorizations and funding. The 2010 
Deepwater Horizon (DWH) disaster provides a unique opportunity to 
address longstanding environmental threats to the health of the Gulf, 
including advancing key Everglades restoration projects with direct 
benefits to the Gulf by providing an alternative source of funding, and 
potentially new options for expediting the authorization process. 
 
Within the Comprehensive Ecosystem Restoration Plan, the 
RESTORE Act gives priority to large-scale ecosystem restoration 
projects that restore the resiliency of the resources that were most 
impacted by the oil spill without regard to geography. Everglades 
projects are well-suited to benefit from this statutory preference.  
 
Restoring the ecological integrity of Florida Bay and Florida’s Gulf 
coast estuaries by enhancing water quality and fish and wildlife 
habitats in the Gulf directly correlates to increasing the resiliency of 
the very natural resources threatened by oil pollution, and therefore 
should compete well for priority funding from the Oil Spill 
Restoration Impact Allocation in the RESTORE Act.  

    
Funding from the RESTORE Act could allow us to leave 

our children and grandchildren a lasting legacy of 

healthy 3sh, wildlife, seafood and resilient coastal 

communities—but only if we make wise investments 

with this money today.  

  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/RestoretheGulf 

 

CONTACT US: 

David Muth 

Director, Gulf of Mexico Restoration  

muthd@nwf.org 


